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11.25.2020 Midweek Meditation, Week 10       Images of Christ: Art, Scripture and Prayer 
Philippians 2:5-8; John 18:33-38; Matthew 28:16-20     	 	     Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

 
“The same mind that was in Christ” 

Week 10: Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary and College, Chapel  
  This week as we continue to meditate on Christ the King Sunday, we remember Christ as a 
certain kind of king - a servant king. For this week’s closing session of the Images of Christ 
series, we visit the chapel of Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary and Japan Lutheran College 

in Tokyo (shown here with the 
pipe organ built by Marc 
Garnier in 2017).  
  Japan Lutheran Theological 
Seminary was founded in 
1909 in Kumamoto by 
missionaries originally 
commissioned and sent from 
Charleston, South Carolina in 
1892. The seminary moved to 

Tokyo in 1926, later moving to Mitaka City on the west side of Tokyo to the present campus, 
which was designed by architect Murano Togo (村野藤吾, 1891-1984) in 1969. Murano was a 
master of traditional Japanese and modern design. His designs include commercial, educational, 
governmental, performing arts and religious space. The religious buildings he designed include 
Assumption of Mary Cathedral, Hiroshima (1954), Takarazuka Catholic Church (1966), and 
Nishinomiya Trappist Abbey (1969). The Lutheran seminary and college campus is said to also 
bear certain similarities to Morse and Stiles Colleges at Yale University, designed by Eero 
Saarinen in 1962. In addition, the ideas of modernist Lutheran architect Edward Anders Sövik 
were brought to bear in the planning stages. 
  Over the years, I spent a considerable amount of time in this chapel involved in worship, 
school and church events, and musical recitals. I often thought about how the Holy Spirit 

continues to breathe life into institutions and churches, 
providing continuity with the past as well as offering a 
life-giving vision for the future. All of us are inheritors of 
traditions and institutions and our life in the church is no 
different. Through the ongoing gift of the Holy Spirit, 
Christ continues to call and send his body the church into 
the world to serve. In this sending, we are blessed to 
participate in Christ’s ongoing mission toward the world.  
  Located to the right of the chancel and Eucharistic table 
is a prayer alcove containing a statue of Christ of the 
Crown of Thorns standing before a kneeler. This statue 
evokes the image of Christ standing before Pilate, saying, 
“My kingship is not from the world…Everyone who is of 
the truth hears my voice” (John 18:36, 37). Crowned with 



 2 

thorns, Jesus is the suffering servant whose kingship is not conferred by the world, yet whose 
reign encompasses the entire world. The statue is also a reminder that Christ stands before each 
of us asking us to listen to and recognize his voice. When we hear Jesus’ voice we hear the truth 
about God and about ourselves. God loves this world, suffers for it, and thereby shares the truth 
of our frail humanity. We are all mortal and finite, and yet the immortal and infinite Word made 
flesh, Christ Jesus, invites us to follow him and serve alongside him as he bears the burdens of 
the world he loves. Learning the truth about our human frailty opens us to God’s infinite 
horizon of possibility, by giving hope to others facing their own limits. There is no greater truth 
about ourselves that we can learn, for it opens us to the infinite God who suffers for those who 
are weak, thereby giving them the hope and presence of eternal life. Christ the King, who 
suffers with and for others, reminds 
humanity to use its strength and 
resources serving those in need.  
  The chapel also contains a massive 
carving in wood by Rudolf Kuyten 
(1932-2007), who was a missionary in 
Japan from the Reformed Church in 
America. The work is titled The 
Sending (派遣) and is based upon Jesus’ 
commissioning and sending of his 
disciples into the world to all nations. 
Originally installed in the chancel on 
the wall to the left behind the table, 
today The Sending (派遣) is 
appropriately located near the exit to the 
chapel reminding visitors and 
worshipers that Christ sends his 
followers into the world in the service 
of others. The eleven figures in the 
relief evoke the eleven disciples 
commissioned by Jesus on the mountain 
to “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 28:19).  
  The composition of the relief suggests a continuum of time and service in Christ, the 
continuity of the modern church – our church and era – with Christ’s original historical sending. 
Christ continues to send his body the church to serve “the least of these” – the hungry and 
thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the imprisoned. The foreground contains members 
of Christ’s body distributing food and drink, as Christ continues to commission and bless the 
church today. This wood relief is also a visual representation of Jesus’ words, “And remember, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the age” (Mt. 28:20). Christ the King is alive and the 
power of his resurrection continues to empower those who hear his voice to use their selves, 
their time and their possessions in the service of others.  
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  Yet there is still one more statue of Jesus on the Tokyo campus that I have found very 
meaningful over the years. Each day when I arrived to my office or would leave it to teach class, 
I would pass by a statue of Jesus with no arms standing just down the hall from my office. The 
statue is old, and though I often asked about it over the years, no one seemed to have a clear 
answer about its provenance. The statue at one time seems to have been painted, but the paint 
has long worn off. There were arms attached to the shoulders as evidenced by the remaining 
dowel holes, yet it is impossible to tell if the arms were carrying or holding something, or were 
raised in greeting or blessing. Faculty members would occasionally display the statue in the 
chapel, asking those gathered, “Why doesn’t Jesus have arms?” The answer is, of course, that 
Jesus sends his followers into the world to be his arms and hands. Jesus became incarnate, 
dwelling in our flesh, to show us how we might use the work of our hands for others. 
  On Christ the King Sunday we remembered that Christ is the living and creating Word, in 
whom all things hold together, and who will judge the nations according to how they have 

served Jesus’ family, “the least of these.”  
  The three images of Christ in today’s meditation 
model for us the suffering, servant Christ Jesus who 
calls humanity with a voice of truth, asking humanity 
to recognize that reconciliation and redemption have 
come into the world through his self-sacrificial 
suffering. It is in dying to our selves that humanity 
experiences redemption and resurrection through the 
one who died and was raised for them. Christ the King 
invites humanity to be living signs of hope and 
reconciliation in a world of division, conflict, and 
death.  
  “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death—even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). Paul reminds us that Christian 
discipleship is begins with sharing the same mind that was in Christ of humility and service. We 
proclaim the love of God over a lifetime, as we model the servanthood of Christ with our voices, 
arms, hands, and our entire selves. 
  Be the arms and hands of Christ in the world that share food and water. Be the arms and 
hands of Christ in the world that embrace those who suffer. Be the arms and hands of Christ in 
the world welcoming the stranger. Be the arms and hands of Christ, remembering that Christ 
shares your humanity with all other fellow human beings. 
  Thank you for following this series, Images of Christ: Art, Scripture and Prayer. Images of 
Christ always point beyond themselves to the reality of Christ alive today. May you continue to 
hear Christ’s call to follow, so that sharing the same mind that was in Christ, you might continue 
on your human journey opening your heart and your hands in service to others. Amen. 


