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Dear Friends in Christ,

As we begin a New Year, we realize that the Christ child also begins this year with us. At the New Year, our calendar of

“ordinary” time and the “divine” time of God come together in the person of Christ Jesus. Though 2020 was a year of

exceedingly great challenge and hardship, Christ Jesus walks with us through life’s darkest valleys. We are never alone

because we walk with Christ as our companion.

We never begin a new year with a completely “clean slate.” As we carry hopes and plans into a new year, we are also

accompanied by ongoing relationships of family, friends, community and work. The greatest of our relationships is with

Christ Jesus and his body, the church. At the New Year we sense God’s time merging with our ordinary time, and in a

profound way, God’s salvation story as the foundation for our lives and ongoing stories. We each have a story to tell

about our faith and Christ’s body, the church. So this month we begin a new series, “Profiles in Faith,” sharing our

stories of faith.

On January 6th at 7 pm, with flags of the nations and festive music, we will celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord, Christ

Jesus revealed to all nations and people through the Magi who worshipped the King and Messiah, Jesus, born of Mary.

The message of Christmas and Epiphany guides our mission as Christians throughout the year. We proclaim Jesus Christ

as the Word made flesh, good news for all nations and peoples!

On January 24th after the 9:30 am online service, we will also gather via Zoom for St. Mark’s 2021 Annual Meeting.

Please look for more details about the Annual Meeting in future emails from St. Mark’s office. In early January the

Annual Report will be mailed to you to help prepare for this meeting. Though we would like to gather in-person for

worship and meetings, it is just not yet safe to gather into one space as a congregation. I look forward to the time this

year when we will again see one another in-person to celebrate Word & Sacrament, and to encourage one another in

ministry, fellowship and shared meals. I thank each of you for your continued commitment to Christ.

As we begin a New Year amidst pandemic and uncertainty, we realize Jesus was also born into a world of uncertainty

and unrest. King Herod’s murderous plot and the Holy Family’s need for safe exile into Egypt remind us that God’s hand

guided even the Holy Family amidst darkness and challenge. So we rejoice this year knowing that the presence of Christ

will always guide us, offering grace and peace, and leading us in continued mission for all peoples!

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie

“When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”

(Matthew 2:10-11)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

January 2021



The Council met on December 14th via Zoom. Devotions were led by Susan League, who led the group in

prayer.  

The Finance report showed that the Special Appeal and the willingness of the members to make current

their 2020 pledges have made a huge difference and we are at a $13,000 surplus now with two weeks to

go in 2020.

Pastor Tim reported: Sunday morning worship and drive-through communion has been going well. The first

Sunday, the Pastor and Ron Wenzel communed 65 people. St. Mark’s had a Thanksgiving Eve on-line service

that went very well. We are offering a mid-week Advent worship service. Two funeral services for dear

members (Becky Hallman and Robbie Bishop) were held. There will be a 7PM Christmas Eve on-line service.

We will have two Christmas Sunday services during the Christmas season. Epiphany will be on a

Wednesday, January 6th. It was discussed about the past Epiphany services and the possibility for future

observations of that important day after COVID is over. 

Confirmation class is continuing and the confirmands are doing well. Pastor is doing visitation by phone and

by appointments, writing cards and remembering members in prayer. The Soup Kitchen is continuing and

going well, thanks to the dedicated staff making that happen!  Alex is back on duty from his leave, a happy

father.             

The Gifts & Memorials Committee submitted their recommendations for the Endowment distributions to the

Council and the Council approved sending them to the Congregation in January for approval at the annual

meeting. The Annual report will be sent out to members in January and the annual meeting will be January

24th via Zoom and phone. There will also be a mail-in form of voting if needed. It is important for members

to attend to reach a quorum. The 2021 budget is being worked on by Finance and will be presented in

January. 

The Council greatly appreciates staff and members as well as friends of St. Mark’s who are working to keep

the church active and fulfilling our and Christ’s mission during these unusual months! Thank you!

Submitted by Marc Ginns, Council Secretary

2021 Annual Meeting will be held on 1/24 immediately following the 9:30 am online

service. Please watch for more details about this online Zoom meeting and ways to

participate. The Annual Meeting booklet will be mailed in early January two weeks

ahead of the meeting. Thank you for your faithfulness in service together to Christ at

St. Mark’s!
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December Council Highlights

Annual Congregational Meeting



Several members of the Social Ministry committee (Susan Ginns,

Eileen Dunlap, Gretchen Payne, Amanda Platt, Susan League)

bagged food items on Sunday, December 13. These 100 bags were

filled with your donated items and supplemented by purchases made

with your monetary donations and the Social Ministry designated

fund.  Sweet potatoes (5-6 per bag) and a large piece of fresh ginger

were purchased and added to the totes. Ikea donated 100 potato

peelers and Harris Teeter in the Arboritum donated the reusable tote

bags. The socks and underwear were separated by size and gender in

separate bags for easier distribution.  These filled bags were then

delivered in 3 very full vehicles to Refugee Support Services on

Wednesday, December 16.  With the help of Susan Ginns, Eileen

Dunlap, and Gretchen Payne the tote bags were handed out to 100

recently arrived refugee families in a drive-thru event.  

Thank you for being a part of this outreach to our area refugee

families.

Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

CHRISTMAS TOTES



Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

You can help provide non-perishable, 

non-breakage food items to Loaves and 

Fishes. Marc Ginns is pictured picking 

up the items on December 22. You can

drop off donations at the choir room 

door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to

 2:00. Simply ring the door bell to gain 

access to the building and place your donations on the

baker's rack by the office or just leave them inside the door.

The need is still ongoing so please continue to be generous.

For many refugees their

apartment complexes only have

access to washers and dryers that

are coin operated. Check your

sofa, cup holders in your car or

anywhere you place loose change

for quarters to donate. Drop them

off at church Monday-Thursday

from 10 am to 2 pm.

Quarters 

Drive 



Social Ministry
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Soup Kitchen

St. Mark's has been sending meals from the Soup Kitchen for

RunningWorks at The Relatives, which supports kids in foster care with

resources and help. Matt Elliot at RunningWorks drops the food from St.

Mark's Soup Kitchen at the door of The Relatives. Notes of thanks from

recipients are posted in the hallway downstairs at the church. 

Here is their Christmas update:

"We are so grateful to keep our doors open for youth when they

need us now more than ever. Because of your support over the

past 3 years, the future looks merry and bright for the youth and

young adults who depend on The Relatives. 

109 young adults and 45 babies will celebrate the holidays in a

secure, stable home. Over 1,500 young adults were able to drop-in

at the On Ramp Resource Center for basic needs, employment

services and GED tutoring. Over 1,600 youth and their families

found relief at the Crisis Center.

Thank you for being a Relative and ensuring our kids can know peace,

safety and stability during these uncertain times."

St. Mark’s, I  delivered 1260 bags (30 boxes) of Christmas Cookies to Chaplain

Turbeville today, December 22, 2020; see the photo. Chaplain Turbeville

offered a beautiful prayer for the Foothills guys and Kairos volunteers. There

are approximately 800 inmates at Foothills Correctional Facility in

Morganton. Foothills is a maximum security state prison. The facility houses

two groups of the inmate population.  They age from 18 to 24 in one group,

plus another group has young boys ages 14 to 17 under the Western Youth

Facility. These two groups do not co-mingle and are housed in separate

units. Also, there is a medium-security facility behind Foothills that we call

“Little Foot.” These are the men you see working on the roads in green

jumpsuits. The “Little Foot” guys do not participate in the Kairos program,

but we give them cookies every time we have an event. St. Mark’s sponsored

these cookies to Foothills from our Kairos fund. Chaplain Turbeville sends his

thanks from the guys, staff and wishing all a very Merry Christmas.

I just received this note from Chaplain Turbeville at Foothills. "Hey Y’all, We have passed out the cookies to the

staff and inmates at FCI.  Chap. Lambert will work on the staff and inmates at FMCU tonight.  EVERYONE has

been very appreciative of the cookies.  Thank you for your help, support, and prayers, during the difficult time.  

Y’all are missed. Merry Christmas! Chap. T"

Since  the congregation funded the cookies through our Kairos fund, they should share in the giving. They

should be proud to be able to “Walk the Walk” with Jesus.

Merry Christmas! Tom Sehorn

Matthew 25:36: I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.’

Kairos 

Christmas Cookies



January: Given that we are currently restricted to outdoor activities in order to promote health and safety

during the pandemic, our plans are up in the air for January.  We will contact families regarding a possible in-

person, outdoor activity.

February: On February 26-27, our youth will participate in the NC Synod's LYO Assembly online. Depending

on Covid protocols at the time, we may or may not be able to have our youth group get together in person

for this event. Details will be sent to families in January.

March: We will plan a March activity early in the year.

April:  We have plans to hold a Youth Sunday on April 25 (rehearsal April 18), in which the youth lead most

parts of the worship service. 

Friday afternoon Youth Zoom Check-ins will continue at 3:30 pm on January 8 (no meeting on January 1).  

Youth Sunday School: High School Sunday School and Confirmation Class will continue to alternate 

holding meetings on Sundays at 10:45 via Zoom.  We will resume classes on January 10 (no Youth Sunday

School on January 3).

Deuteronomy 11:19 instructs believers to "Teach [the words of the Lord] to your children, talking about

them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise." During this

time that our in-person congregational gatherings are limited, it is more important than ever to share the

gospel with our children at home. We will continue to offer online activities for our children and their

families. We will shift our focus toward remembering high days on the church calendar.  Check out our

forthcoming schedule below.  We look forward to Bible stories, music, prayer, crafts, and children's sermons

as we consider these important dates and seasons on the church calendar!

 

Sunday, January 3: Children’s Epiphany Program, 10:45-11:15 am via Zoom 

Led by Pastor Tim and Alex English

Music, Bible story, children’s sermon, and a time to visit

 

Monday, February 15: Children’s Family Lenten Program, 5:30-6:00 pm 

via Zoom. Led by Pastor Tim and Alex English

Families are invited to prepare a pancake dinner ahead of time to 

enjoy during the program! Scripture, children’s sermon, 

and a time to visit while we enjoy dinner.

 

Sunday, March 28: Children’s Easter Program, 4:00-5:00 pm via Zoom

Led by Alex English and Emily Foley

The Palm Sunday and Easter stories, crafts, at-home scavenger hunt, music

 

Future Programs, Dates TBA:

Late April—Christ is Alive in My Life!

Late May—Pentecost

Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Children's Church Schedule

Youth Plans for the Spring



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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On December 13, children's families

enjoyed an Advent program on

Zoom.  We heard Bible stories, sang

loud and proud, and made

Christmas crafts as we prepared for

the coming of the Lord.  A big thank

you to all our families who

participated and to Emily Foley for

leading the crafts portion of our

program.

Children's Advent Program

On December 12, youth enjoyed

fellowship,  dinner, hot chocolate,

and an outdoor Christmas movie at

the Schwartz residence.  Thanks to

the Schwartz family for opening up

their back yard to us for this fun

activity!

Christmas Party at the 

Schwartz Residence



January Birthdays
1/1                       Brenda Durst

1/1                       Robert Smith

1/4                       Marie Anne Daniels

1/4                       Brady Burke Fermer

1/4                       Mary Lou Hopp

1/4                       David Mathis

1/5                       Megan Frasure

1/5                       Chuck Haley

1/6                       W Samuel Temple

1/7                       Dave Platt

1/7                       Virginia Stackel

1/8                       Diane Thornton

1/9                       Michael Mobley

1/10                     Stephen McCall

1/14                     Michael Huang

1/15                     Jacob Wenzel

1/16                     Betty Lentz

1/18                     Jane Thompson

1/19                     Genna Hurley

1/20                     Tara Thompson

1/20                     Dottie Toney

1/21                     Richard Cansler

1/24                     Michael Doyne

1/30                     Christopher Miller

1/30                     Janice Simpson
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Of Note

We give thanks for all of the support we received from

you during a year of challenges as we say goodbye to

2020. We wish all of you a blessed new year! 

St. Mark's staff

 The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will have a Zoom meeting on Thursday, Jan.

28, at 10 am.  Our discussion will be on Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict. 

 Details for logging on for the meeting will be sent nearer the time.  We would

love to see as many people there as possible after all this time without meetings. 

 For additional information, please contact Judy Tolbert

(judytolbert@comporium.net or 803.230.7069).  Also please submit any book

suggestions you have by Jan. 15.  We will then vote on all suggestions to select

the remainder of the books for 2021.

Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

Christian Education
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Betty Basinger

In Memory of Sarah Dagenhart

Richard and Millie Cansler, General Fund

Lib and Bill Gallagher, Gifts and Memorials

Gene and Marie Anne Daniels, Gifts and 

     Memorials

Alan and Jackie Harms, Friendship Trays

John and Marilyn Graham, Jr., Year End Gift

John and Marilyn Graham, Jr., Year End Gift

Jane Waggoner, Gifts and Memorials

Richard and Millie Cansler, Gifts and Memorials

Bennie and Judy Cox, Gifts and Memorials

Stonemarker Neighbors, Gifts and Memorials

Sheila W. Johnston, Gifts and Memorials

Alan and Jackie Harms, Friendship Trays

Linda A. Mozier, Soup Kitchen

Nelson and Betty Houser, Gifts and Memorials

Kathryn M. Wall, Gifts and Memorials

Jane Waggoner, Gifts and Memorials

Bill and Katie Satterwhite, Year End Gift

In Memory of O. Thomas Waggoner, Sr.

In Memory of Vernon and Flora Lawing

and L.A. and Maye Waggoner, Sr.

In Memory of Robbie Bishop

In Honor of Larry and Jenny Dagenhart, Jr.

John and Marilyn Graham, Jr., Year End Gift

In Memory of Marshall Howard

Richard and Millie Cansler, Gifts and Memorials

In Memory of Aline Wood

In Honor of Gray and Laurel

Jane Waggoner - CM Nursery

In Honor of Linda, Carol, Tommy, Alan,

and their children and grandchildren

In Honor of Emily (David), Michael

(Sally), Wallace (Carol), and Elliot (Cedar)

Jane Waggoner, Gifts and Memorials

Jane Waggoner, Youth



Worship & Music
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Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday during the 9:30 am service. Distribution of Communion

will be made using individual “communion kits.” 

We have expanded the offering of “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion to twice a month, on the 2nd and

4th Sundays of every month, 10:45 am-Noon. January "Drive-Thru" Communion will be on 1/10 and

1/31 (due to the Annual Meeting on 1/24).

Holy Communion at St. Mark's

Christmas Eve SanctuaryPastor Tim and Ron Wenzel,

Christmas Eve "Drive-Thru" Communion



Worship & Music
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John Brumbaugh, cellist,

Fourth Sunday of Advent

First Sunday of Christmas,

December 27, 2020 Eric Loftin,

baritone soloist and cantor

Handbell Quartet, Third Sunday of

Advent 2020, Kevin Feezor, Laura

Blauch, Leslie Lewis & Eric Loftin

Advent Lessons and

Carols 2020, Vocal Trio:

Amy Woodall, Eric Loftin

& Johnny Harmon

First Sunday of Advent,

Cantors DeLenn Rumbolo

& Johnny Harmon

Advent Service of Lessons and

Carols, Les Ackerman, Director of

Music Ministry and Organist

Jane Hart Brendle, Charlotte

Symphony violinist, Advent

Lessons and Carols, 

December 6, 2020

You can see these recorded worship services at 

https//www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/

Cantor, Amy Woodall, Fourth 

Sunday of Advent 2020

Lisa Barnette, Lector, Fourth

Sunday of Advent



"Good Christian Friends, Rejoice" ELW 288

This  Christmas hymn dates to the 14th century, and was translated into English by John Mason Neale (1818-1866),

and included in his collection Carols of Christmas-tide (London, 1853). When a carol is written in two languages it is

called macaronic. The original text was German with phrases of Latin to teach the Christmas story to folks of little

formal education. Austin Lovelace says the music is "foot" music, and obviously was meant to be danced. The early

church was more accustomed to austere plainsong and motets, and decided that popular music of the day was too

good to miss as a teaching tool. As Martin Luther said, "Why should the devil have all the good tunes?" IN DULCI

JUBILO (Latin for "in sweet rejoicing") is the tune name, and dates to 14th century Germany.

"In the Bleak Midwinter" ELW 294

This hymn began as a poem in the January 1872 issue of the publication Scribner's Monthly by Christina Rossetti

(1830-1894), who was born in London of Italian refugee parents. Her poem "A Christmas Carol" transitioned to a

hymn, and has the challenges of syllables falling differently with the tune stanza by stanza. The tune CRANHAM is

by Gustav Holst, (1874-1934) and was composed for this text. Austin Lovelace says of this hymn: "Like many

Christmas songs written in the Victorian era, this hymn assumes English surroundings and weather. While it is

possible there may have been snows in Bethlehem, the secret of the hymn lies elsewhere in the sensitive and

imaginative expression of the Incarnation."

"The First Noel" ELW 300  

It is the last hymn in the Christmas section of our hymnal. The first few stanzas have the shepherds in the fields

looking up at the star in the eastern sky (Luke 2:1-20), and then the wise men follow that star, which leads them to

the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12). We know very little about the origin of either the text or the tune, both English.

We do know the text first appeared in print in 1823, Some Ancient Christmas Carols, a revised and second

publication by Davies Gilbert. Sir John Stainer (1840-1901) composed a harmonization of the tune THE FIRST

NOWELL in the late nineteenth century, the version that appears in our hymnal.

"O Little Town of Bethlehem" ELW 279

The hymn text was written by Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) in 1868 for a Sunday school service at Holy Trinity Church

in Philadelphia. Brooks returned from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1865, inspired by being at the field of

shepherds on Christmas Eve. Wishing to share his impressions and feelings in hymn form, he wrote the words for

the children of his church. His organist and Sunday School superintendent Lewis Redner (1831-1908) wrote the

tune at Brooks request the evening before it's first sharing on Sunday morning, December 27, 1868.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come!" ELW 267

"Joy to the World" had it's first appearance in the collection Psalms of David, published in 1719 by the great

English hymn writer Issac Watts (1674-1748). This hymn was not written for either Advent of Christmas, but is

a paraphrase of the second half of Psalm 98. Watts gives it the heading "The Messiah's Coming and Kingdom".

In our Evangelical Lutheran Worship "Joy to the World" is the last hymn for Advent, and in the Lutheran Book

of Worship it was the first Christmas hymn. The tune ANTIOCH was composed by the early American church

musician Lowell Mason (1792-1872). It was marked in his publication from 1836 Occasional Psalm and Hymn

Tunes "arr. from Handel". It is possible he had two melodies from Messiah in mind: "Glory to God" and "Comfort

Ye", which perfectly express the joy of Issac Watt's hymn.

"Savior of the Nations, Come" ELW 263

comes to us from Ambrose of Milan (340-397 A.D.), who is often referred to as the father of Latin hymnody or

church song. Paul Westermeyer writes: "Ambrose was not the first to write hymns, but his hymns were the first

ones the church found worth keeping." This hymn rings the keynote for Advent, with six stanzas providing

opportunity to proclaim God's purpose in sending the Messiah and our response to this Good News.  The

hymn was translated into German by Martin Luther in 1523 and the translation begins, NUN KOMM, DER

HEIDEN HEILAND (the tune name). Martin Luther is certainly revered for his reforming activities, writing, 

teaching and work as a pastor, but he also wrote and adapted many hymn tunes to accommodate his hymn

texts, this hymn being a probable collaboration with publisher and colleague Johann Walter (1496-1560).
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Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Lessons
and Carols

Lighting the Advent Wreath,
 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Thanksgiving
 Eve



January 3, 2021 Second Sunday of Christmas

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person.

Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder

we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the

gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these

ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

Hymns: ELW 289 Angels We Have Heard on High   GLORIA

               ELW 295 Of the Father’s Love Begotten   DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

               ELW 296 What Child Is This (stanza one) (Offertory) GREENSLEEVES

               ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter   CRANHAM

               ELW 292 Love Has Come   UN FLAMBEAU

January 6, 2021 Epiphany of Our Lord

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory

revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations

and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are:

children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the

light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.

Hymns: ELW 275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory   REGENT SQUARE

               ELW 308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright   WIE SCHON LEUCHTET

               ELW 296 What Child Is This (stanza three) (Offertory) GREENSLEEVES

               ELW 303 Brightest and Best of the Stars   MORNING STAR

               ELW 302 As with Gladness Men of Old   DIX

January 10, 2021 Baptism of Our Lord—Lectionary 1

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the

waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes

Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s

beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice

and peace.

Hymns: ELW 304 Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized   LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN

               ELW 455 Crashing Waters at Creation   STUTTGART

               ELW 308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (stanza 3) (Offertory) WIE SCHON LEUCHTET

               ELW 306 Come, Beloved of the Maker   JILL

               ELW 306 Baptized and Set Free   BAPTIZED AND SET FREE
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Hymn Suggestions



January 17, 2021 Second Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 2

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest

child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially

dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or

rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God,

and…the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God.

Hymns: ELW 575 In Christ Called to Baptize   ST. DENIO

               ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord   HERE I AM, LORD

               ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me (stanza one) (Offertory) KELVINGROVE

               ELW 336 Lamb of God   YOUR ONLY SON

              ELW 668 O Zion, Haste   ANGELIC SONGS

January 24, 2021 Third Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 3

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of

our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling

people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that

John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave

everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

Hymns: ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me   KELVINGROVE

               ELW 817 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore PESCADOR DE HOMBRES

              ELW 312 Jesus, Come! For We Invite You (stanza one) (Offertory) UNION SEMINARY

              ELW 696 Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult   GALILEE

              ELW 866 We Are Marching in the Light   SIYAHAMBA

January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary  4

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God

shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique

authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around

which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to

follow Jesus.

Hymns: ELW 520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word   LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER

               ELW 720 We Are Called   WE ARE CALLED

               ELW 312 Jesus, Come! For We Invite You (stanza one) (Offertory) UNION SEMINARY

               ELW 466 In the Singing   BREAD OF PEACE

               ELW 665 Rise, Shine, You People!   WOJTKIEWIECZ

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist
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Hymn Suggestions



     The journey of faith is just that, an ongoing journey,

 and not a place to stop.  Paul says, “For the message 

about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”

(1 Cor. 1:18). Later, he refers to this as an aspect of 

their ministry, “For we are the aroma of Christ to God

among those who are being saved and among those

who are perishing; to the one a fragrance from death

 to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. 

Who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:15-16). 

St. Mark’s, you have been my, “aroma of Christ.”  Serving

as a chaplain has been an incredible journey of faith, 

and our St. Mark’s family continues to be part of it.  

     As a chaplain, I have served at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, SC; the USS Harpers Ferry and the

USS Germantown in Sasebo, Japan; the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD; Naval Medical Center Portsmouth,

VA; Naval Hospital Jacksonville, FL; the USS George H W Bush in Norfolk, VA; and now on the USS America in

Sasebo, Japan.  Through this ministry, I have counseled countless Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen, Marines, and Coast

Guardsmen.  I have presided at MANY worship services in highly unusual circumstances.  I have baptized,

married, and buried many of our service members and their families. And, as with the saints of St. Mark’s, each of

them comes with a story.  Their stories of faith continue to keep the aroma of Christ surrounding me.

    Your inspiration has taught me how to be the same where I am. You have emboldened me to look for how

God is calling those I serve.  A young Marine recruit, who attended the services I led at Parris Island, recently

contacted me to let me know that she is now going to seminary herself, and shared the influence I had in her

decision to follow God’s call to ordained ministry.  She plans to serve as an Army chaplain upon completion of

seminary.  A young midshipman I served at the US Naval Academy later served with me on the USS George H W

Bush.  He recently completed his service in the Navy and is going to seminary with plans to return to the Navy

as a chaplain.  He and I spoke about his sense of call frequently, and it is even more special to me that he is a

“grandson” of St. Mark’s; Jay Thomas is the grandson of Jim and Sarah East.  You, St. Mark’s, are part of me and

this ministry as well.

     A few days ago I had a conversation with a Sailor on my ship, the USS America.  He and I spoke about the

difference between being a visitor to someone’s home and being a member of the family.  As a visitor, you just

show up, enjoy a snack, a few drinks, a meal, and you leave. As a member of the family, you roll up your sleeves

and you help wash the dishes and do the laundry, you have a place to lay your head.  At St. Mark’s you don’t

see visitors as much as you see members of the family, saints eager to do the dishes, as it were.  You quickly

assimilated Emma and me into the family through the ministries you helped us to connect with, and we still feel

like family with our sleeves rolled up. 

     The interesting thing about family is you enjoy a relationship where the truth can be told without fear, where

you can share that you see something more in them.  You can put members of the family to work.  Family is

who you go to for comfort when things don’t go perfectly, and the first you go to when you want to celebrate. 

 St. Mark’s, no matter where we land in life, you are our family, and together, “we are the aroma of Christ to God

among those who are being saved.”

Your servant in Christ and son of the congregation,

Chaplain John Connolly
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Profiles in Faith
This month we begin a new series titled "Profiles in Faith" in which we hear about what St.

Mark's means in the lives of people who are part of this congregation, near and far. This month
we hear from ELCA pastor, Commander John Connally, Chaplain in the United States Navy.

Chaplain Connally is on the left 

along with other chaplain staff


