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“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —on them light has shined.” (Isaiah 9:2)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

December 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

As we begin Advent, we also end a year of unimagined challenge and change. This year, we have learned the need

for physical distancing, hand washing and masks as a means of preventing of the spread of the Corona virus. Many of

our daily patterns as a society, as families, and as a church have been changed. Nearly the entire year has been

framed in terms of meeting these challenges and changes. It has not been an easy year as human sinfulness and

division have added an additional unwelcome layer of separation to a world already suffering and held apart by a

pandemic.

The great blessing of our Christian church year is that it allows us a means of spiritual reflection upon our human

journey with God and with one another. At moments like this, it is a great blessing that the calendar year and the

church calendar are out of synch. This gives us a perspective on time and events that we might not otherwise benefit

from.

Advent comes to us as a much needed reality check, reminding us that we are always walking in darkness,

anticipating the light of God to shine on our paths, lighting our way in this world. 2020 has seemed like we have

been living in “a land of deep darkness.” The distance between Isaiah and ourselves is vast, but as human beings we

still suffer from the same finite limitations of our humanity as people did in Isaiah’s time. We are modern people, yet

we are still in need of the light and leading of Christ. We know that left to ourselves, human beings, for all of our

rational advancement, still find it very difficult to identify a shared vision for a common future. 

During Advent we gather online every Wednesday evening for midweek Advent worship. On the Second Sunday of

Advent, December 6, we will also celebrate a Service of Lessons and Carols. “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion is offered

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, and will also be offered on Christmas Eve following the 7 pm service. We

have opportunities at St. Mark’s to share a common vision of life together led by Christ Jesus. Advent reminds us to

look upward and into God’s sacred vision for humanity and history. God loves this world and suffers with it. God

desires that all God’s children live as one and sends us a Savior to lead us through every dark valley of human life.

Advent reminds us to live with hope in the Savior who asks us to follow him each day. Christ is the light that no

darkness, no division, no adversity, not even death, can overcome.

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie



The St. Mark’s Congregational Council met on November 9th  via Zoom. The Council approved two sets of

October minutes (the regular  council meeting on October 12th and the special meeting on Oct 26th related to

the Annual  Meeting schedule.)

Financially, October was a slightly better month than the previous three months. YTD, we are running

approximately $60,000 behind budget with two more months to go in the year. The Council appreciates the

response so far to the special appeal  to make up the shortfall. More work is needed, but the outlook is

encouraging. 

Pastor Tim reported that drive-through communion is being held and it is a good experience for all participating.

The second Sunday in Advent will be Lessons & Carols. There are plans for a Christmas Eve service to be held at

7PM.

Evangelism and Christian Education have completed reviews and modifications of their by-laws and submitted

them to the Council for review. The Evangelism committee is planning to change their committee name to

“Communications” focusing on communicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Property reported progress is being made on the HVAC units. Good work happening with the building. Social

Ministry committee reported that approximately a 1000 pounds of food has been donated this year by SMLC to

the food bank!

A motion was made and passed that would change the names on the T. Rowe Price Endowment accounts for

Music and Scholarship from Tim Berly & Don Toney to Marc Ginns and Jay Jacob and Jane Thompson’s name

would be added as signer as Church  Treasurer. This will enable the sale and distribution of funds annually as is

written in the Endowment Policy.

Ron Wenzel is working on the plans for the January Congregational Annual Meeting. We will need to do that

virtually in the current Covid environment. Committee reports are due to Sue by December 11th for inclusion in

the Annual Report. Members are needed to assist with the videoing of the Sunday morning service. This is a vital

ministry in the present state of the pandemic. Please call Ron Wenzel if interested in helping.

Members are encouraged to send in their 2021 giving commitment cards, if they have not done so. Planning for

2021 is taking  place now. The next meeting will be December 14th.

Submitted by Marc Ginns, Council Secretary

From "Open Your Heart" Temple Talk by Larry Dagenhart, Sr. on All Saints Sunday

We are in the middle of our stewardship drive to fund our 2021 budget. Obviously this is most

       important, so please support our work for next year. 

The pandemic crisis and its fallout have led to a shortfall of $100,000 in our giving for 2020, 

       particularly in the second half of this year.

And so we ask that you make a special contribution to support this year's works. You have 

       received a self-addressed, stamped envelope for this purpose. Please use it!

Many of us make special your-end charitable contributions. This year, open your hearts and your

       wallets to help St. Mark's meet this unusual situation. Remember -- the book that tells the 

       most about your life, and your priorities, is your checkbook.
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November Council Highlights



                                                           We've been asked to pledge our financial support of St. Mark's through

                                                           the annual Stewardship Appeal and also the Year End Appeal. Perhaps

                                                           you're moved to say, wait, I've got to reflect more seriously on this. In

                                                           that case, consider these age-old verities that describe how St. Mark's is 

                                                           of such great value to us. 

                                                           We value the true Word of God; the Word read and preached from the

                                                           pulpit by Pastor McKenzie. We receive the goodness of God's mercy in 

                                                           the sacraments and share this goodness through our neighborhood

ministries. Our spirits are lifted by the beautiful music that thrills us during each service in our lovely

sanctuary. Surely, truth, goodness, and beauty are to be found here. 

We ask you now to please find it in your heart to remember these values when you pledge to share your

gifts with St. Mark's. Yours sincerely, The Stewardship Committee
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Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge  Committee Chairperson

Year-End Appeal- 

Thank you all who have given generously to our year end appeal.  Since October 1st, our community has

given in combined pledges and year end appeal a total of $145,807!  This total represents $66,925 in

special year end appeals and $78,883 in pledge/non pledge member contributions. $145,807 received so

far exceeds all the other quarters of 2020 plus we still have the month of December to go!

If we continue to honor our current financial commitments and keep our expenses within budget, 2020

may end at a possible small surplus.

2021 Pledges –

We have received $340,072 in pledge commitments for 2021.  To date, pledge commitments are up from

2020 by $14,000.  If you have not pledged yet, please do so before the end of the year.  Please send in

your pledge card or you may contact Sandy Dyer (financial administrator) at

saintsmarksfinance@gmail.com.  Pledge commitments help us to budget our expenditures.

Once again, thank you St Mark’s community for your generous gifts and pledges.  

In His Name,

Jane Thompson

Treasurer

St. Mark's 2021 Stewardship Campaign

Financial snapshot – as of November 30, 2020 



            REMINDER:  Christmas tote items are needed by December 10th for the

recently arrived refugees that are supported by Refugee Support Services  Please

drop off your donations, in any bag you have, at the church between 10:00 & 2:00

Monday through Thursday.

            You can either donate items listed below or, if you prefer, send a $25 check

to church marked “Christmas Totes”.  The Social Ministry committee will then

purchase the requested items still needed, along with sweet potatoes and fresh

ginger. Harris Teeter in the Arboretum has graciously donated the 100 tote bags.

            Items requested:  $15 gift card from Walmart; 2 cans green beans with

picture; 2 cans corn with picture; 6 packages beef or chicken flavored Ramen

noodles; package of cookies, any kind, NO nuts; new socks, adult or children's sizes;

new underwear, any size, any gender (these will be distributed to the appropriate

people).

           Quarters Drive: For many refugees their apartment complexes only have

access to washers and dryers that are coin operated. Check your sofa, cup holders

in your car or anywhere you place loose change for quarters to donate. Drop them

off at church anytime.

In response to the COVID-19 health crisis, Loaves & Fishes has temporarily closed "brick & mortar"

pantries and has switched to mobile "drive-through" style food distribution sites. Clients receive a

week's supply of groceries in a prepacked emergency food box, one for each member of the

household, along with fresh produce, meat and dairy as available.

St. Mark's contributes to this effort by asking for non-perishable, non-breakage food items to be

delivered to Loaves and Fishes. You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday –

Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00. Simply ring the door bell to gain access to the building and place your

donations on the baker's rack by the office or just leave them inside the door. The need is still

ongoing so please continue to be generous.

Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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Our friends at Loaves & Fishes provide a week's worth of 

 nutritionally balanced groceries to individuals and families

experiencing a short-term crisis through a network of 41

emergency food pantries located throughout Mecklenburg

County. 

                                                             



Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

Soup Kitchen

We were so blessed on November 19 at the soup kitchen. 2nd graders

from Charlotte Country Day School decorated lunch bags for our

neighbors. Thanks to Margaret and Jerry Poplin, we were able to pass

out Bombas socks to our neighbors and the team members at

Runningworks. 

Susan Lakeman, Pastor Tim

and Matt from Running Works

with lunches and socks for the

"The Relatives" shelter. 



Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

Soup Kitchen

Karen Feezor,  Naomi Knox, Dawn

Schwartz, Sarah Lindberg, Jane

McCall, Tom and Kay Sehorn, Pastor

Tim and Mari provided Thanksgiving

sides for our Thanksgiving meal. 

We fed 40 team members at

Runningworks on Tuesday,

November 24th.

We were also able to bless families in

need on November 19 with a

Thanksgiving Meal tote, provided by

Temesha Lockhart from Abundant

Life Church International.



Classes continue to meet via Zoom on Sundays, 10:45-11:30

am.  We use the normal Youth Zoom Room. Pastor Tim will

lead the Confirmation Class, and Jay Jacob  will lead the

High School class.  The Confirmation students are warmly

invited to join the High School Class, but not required to.

December schedule: 

December 6: High School Class      

December 13: Confirmation Class 

December 20: High School Class    

December 27: Confirmation Class. 

Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Children's Church

Youth Sunday School!

A Thank you from the Englishes

Thank you to the congregation for the meals, gifts, cards, text

messages, and prayers as welcomed our newest addition,

Arden.  We were humbled by this outpouring of support.  We

are so grateful to be a part of the loving community at St.

Mark's!  

Alex and Erin English

December 12!  Save

the date!  More

details will be sent

to youth and

parents via email

and text.

Christmas Party at the Schwartz

Residence

Deuteronomy 11:19 instructs believers to "Teach [the words of the Lord] to your children, talking about them

when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise." During this time that

our in-person congregational gatherings are limited, it is more important than ever to share the gospel with our

children at home. Pastor Tim and Alex will continue to offer online activities for our children and their families.

We will shift our focus toward remembering high days on the church calendar.  Our forthcoming schedule

includes remembrances of Advent (December 13), Epiphany, Lent, and Easter.  We look forward to Bible stories,

music, prayer, crafts, and children's sermons as we consider these important dates and seasons on the church

calendar!

November 27 Youth Check-in! We get

together at 3:30 pm every Friday.

November 22 Sunday School



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry

Page 8

A Stroll in the Park

Sunday, December 13 from 4:00-5:00 pm via

Zoom. Children (and parents!) are invited to an

online gathering as we prepare for the coming

of Jesus. Hear Bible stories, participate in crafts,

and sing Christmas songs! If your child(ren)

would like to participate, please RSVP to me

(dymalexenglish@gmail.com) and I will send

you craft kits in the mail. Thanks to Emily Foley

for her help in organizing this event!

Thanks to the Lakeman Family for hosting a youth

activity at their home on November 14.  We went

for a trail walk at nearby Beatty Park before

returning to the Lakeman's house for Firehouse

subs and fellowship.  It was wonderful to see our

youth friends in person! 

Children's Advent Program



December Birthdays

We need to hear from you! OnRealm is the new
software St. Mark’s is using to communicate with
you.  If we don’t have your current email address,
mailing address, and phone number you might not
be hearing from us. We’d love to keep you up to date
on all that is going on at St. Mark’s.  Now more than
ever we need to be able to reach you. If you haven’t
created an account in OnRealm, please do so by
checking your email for an invitation from St. Mark’s
to create and account. The last email reminder went
out on October 13th.  If you do not have access to
email, or if you are unsure of how to do this, please
call Sandy at the church office (704-375-9185 ext.
229) or email her at saintmarksfinance@gmail.com

12/1                       Tom Tolbert

12/5                       Judy Cox

12/5                       Ann Danello

12/5                       Warren Miller III

12/6                       Doris Dixon

12/7                       Grey Hamilton

12/7                       Marty Schwartz

12/8                       Jay Jacob

12/9                       Mary Lou Kiser

12/11                     Joseph Summer

12/12                     Jonathan Lakeman

12/13                     Sarah Lindberg

12/14                     Emily Reinke

12/14                     Palmer Stevenson

12/14                     Kathleen Williams

12/16                     Astrid Doyne

12/16                     Ashley Frusti

12/18                     Millie Cansler

12/19                     Eric Timm

12/20                     Carol Milheim

12/20                     Warren Miller IV

12/23                     Benjamin McCall

12/25                     Tyler Andujar

12/25                     Philip Faust

12/25                     Marc Ginns

12/25                     Dorothy Goins

12/27                     Erin English

12/27                     Sally McCauley

Page 9

Face Masks
D I S PO S A B L E

The NC Synod offered free disposable

masks to churches from FEMA. They sent

1500. These masks are available at the

church. Please call or email the church

office.

Of Note

12/11 Due date for annual reports.

Please send all reports to:

stmarkselca1001@gmail.com

 

1/10 Annual Meeting booklets available.

PDF copies of the Annual Report will be

emailed to those on our mailing list. If

you are not receiving emails from St.

Mark's, please let us know. Printed copies

will also be available.

 

1/24 Annual Congregational Meeting 

Annual Congregational

 Meeting

If you are stopping by the church,

thank you for wearing a facemask.

St. Mark's members have made

colorful, washable, re-usable masks

which are in the Narthex. Please feel

free to take one and use it.

Washable Face Masks
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Honey Mathis

In Memory of Lloyd Frey

David Mathis, General Fund

Barbara Baker, Music Fund

Melody Howarth and Cyndi Cox and Family, Youth

Barry and Rachel Fulp, Worship and Music

Marilyn Knoll, Gifts and Memorials

Ronald and Lori Veith, Gifts and Memorials

Barbara Baker, Gifts and Memorials

Edgar and Martha Geddie, Gifts and Memorials

Sarah Ingle, Gifts and Memorials

Dale and Mary Hopp, Soup Kitchen

John and Marilyn Graham, Congregational Life

Bill and Katie Satterwhite, Year End Gift

In Honor of Charlotte Dixon

In Honor of Dene Shockely's

100th Birthday

In Memory of Becky Hallman

In Honor of Larry Dagenhart

Worship & Music
National Lutheran Choir Concert

The pandemic of 2020 has swept around the globe -

the virus knows no geographic limits! We may feel like

we need healing now more than ever but the world

has always been in need of healing – in need of the

peace of Christ. 

Through music and art from around the world we

experience the global nativity; Christ incarnate; being

born in each of us, in every place. The art, the music,

and the setting of peace and joy that nothing can 

take away.

Online December 11 at 9:00 pm (EST) at NLCA.com

https://nlca.com/


Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday during the 9:30 am service. Distribution of Communion will be

made using individual “communion kits.” 

We have expanded the offering of “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion to twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th

Sundays of every month, 10:45 am-Noon. In December, “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion is scheduled for

Sundays 12/13, 12/27.  In addition, “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion will also

be offered on 12/24 following the 7 pm online Christmas Eve Service.

Holy Communion at St. Mark's

Sunday 12/6 at 9:30 am

(live stream on Facebook)

Advent Midweek Worship 

will be streamed online on Facebook at 7 pm

every Wednesday during Advent. This year’s

theme is: “Where are you headed? – Letting

go, Listening, and Following.” Please join us as

we take time to gather together as Christ’s

body and listen to God’s word on our Advent

journey to Bethlehem.



Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Eric Loftin, Cantor and

Baritone Soloist, Christ the

King Sunday.

Gabe Slesinger, Charlotte

Symphony trumpeter, Christ

the King Sunday worship.

Socially distanced handbell duo

rehearsal. Ashley Knoy & Leslie Lewis

Cantors Amy Woodall

and Micah Hein, Sunday

November 15th

Anna Harreveld, Cantor,

Sunday, November 8th

Handbell duet, Sunday, November

8th, Ashley Knoy & Leslie Lewis

Eric Loftin, Cantor and Acolyte,

All Saints Day 2020

You can see these recorded worship services at 

https//www.facebook.com/SainttMarksLutheran/



Greetings from the Worship & Music Committee.  As we  prepare for the

Advent Season, I have an announcement  regarding poinsettias. 

Last week, we discovered that the ordering deadline from the vendor

had been accelerated this year and is Monday, November 23rd.  

As such, we would not have time to get the information to the 

congregation to determine the number of plants to order.  Therefore, 

the committee and Pastor decided to order 36 poinsettias this year.

If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia with a memorial or dedication, you may do so by contacting the church

office and providing the information.  The cost is the same as last year and is $11.00.  Please have your

information and payment to the church office on or before December 18th.  While you may have multiple

memorials/dedications listed in the bulletin, we ask that each sponsoring individual, couple, or family be limited

to one poinsettia so that all who may desire to take a plant home will have one available.  Poinsettias may be

picked up after Christmas by either calling the church office to schedule an appointment or picked up when

participating in the drive-through communion on December 27th.

The Worship and Music Committee would like to announce that there is currently an opening for the

Flower Coordinator position. Recently, Evelyn Gerdes resigned her position as Flower Coordinator in

relationship to the Worship & Music Committee. We thank Evelyn for her unyielding dedication in

maintaining the flower sign-up calendar at church and communicating with the donors, florist, and church

office to ensure that all information was timely and correct for publication. If you would like to offer your

time and talent by serving in this capacity, please contact Kevin Feezor either by email, at

stmarkselca1001@gmail.com, or call the church at 704.375.9185. Thank you very much for your

consideration. 

In the interim, please contact Sue in the church office if you would like to sponsor live flowers for our

Sunday worship service. Currently Dec. 13, 20, 27 are not sponsored.

Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Altar Flower Coordinator and Sponsorship 
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Poinsettias



"On Eagle's Wings" ELW 787

The  text and its music comes to us from American liturgical scholar, composer and writer Michael Joncas (b. 1951).

Joncas wrote it in 1978, receiving its first publication in the popular Roman Catholic collection Glory and Praise

(Phoenix, 1979). The verses, based on Psalm 91, are intended to be sung by a cantor, with everyone joining in on

the refrain. The refrain reflects God's providential care, and come to us from Exodus 19:4 "You have seen what I did

to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagle's wings and brought you to myself." Additional scriptural passages

include Psalm 139 "take the wings of the morning," Book of Revelation "make you to shine like the sun," and Isaiah

49:16 "hold you in the the palm of God's hand."

"Beautiful Savior" ELW 838

This hymn came from Roman Catholic Jesuits in Germany, published in a Jesuit hymnbook from 1677. An early

English translation by Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900), (who also wrote the tune for "It Came upon the Midnight

Clear" ELW 282), gave it the title "Fairest Lord Jesus", but most English-speaking Lutherans use the translation by

Joseph Seiss (1823-1904). His four stanzas were published in the Sunday School Book for the use of Evangelical

Lutheran Congregations (Philadelphia, 1873) and appear almost exactly in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship. This

hymn emphasizes the beauty and wonder of Christ, and it alludes to his dual nature, that he was both human and

divine, God made flesh: "Son of God and Son of Man". The tune SCHONSTER HERR JESU is a common folksong from

the region of Silesia (which is now Polish, Czech, and German territory). The tune was first transcribed in 1839 by

August Heinrich Hoffmann von Fallersleben (1798-1874), director of the choir school at St. Thomas' Church in

Leipzig, the church served for many years by the great Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

"On Jordan's Stormy Bank I Stand" ELW 437

This hymn was written by an English Baptist minister, Samuel Stennett (1727-1795), and first appeared in a

hymnbook in 1787 with the title "Heaven Anticipated." The original hymn had seven stanzas without a refrain, with

the refrain probably added in nineteenth century camp meetings. Dr. Carlton Young says of this hymn: "The British

poet composed these apocalyptic lines with an ear towards Exodus and Revelation in another cultural setting. USA

evangelicals and their song transformed the text into earthly and vital metaphors of the vision, vigor, enthusiasm,

and optimism of frontier life moving on to the promised land of Kentucky or Missouri." The tune PROMISED LAND is

one of the many traditional melodies used in the United States during the early part of the nineteenth century, and

first appeared in The Southern Harmony in 1835..

"Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word" ELW 517

This short hymn was written by Martin Luther in 1541 for use in a prayer service. The text is a prayer asking for God's

protection. This was at the time when the Turkish army had invaded Hungary and was a threat to Germany.

Additional stanzas (twelve) appear in numerous publications, but probably not written by Luther. The original title

appears in 1543 as "A hymn for the children to sing against the two archenemies of Christ and his Holy Church, the

Pope and the Turks." Paul Westermeyer says of this hymn: 'It is a trinitarian petition--to the Father to keep us steadfast

in the word of God and curb the power of those who stand against it, to the Son to defend the church that we may

sing Christ's praise, and to the Holy Spirit to send peace and unity on earth and lead us from death to life." The Word

of God was always uppermost in the mind and heart of Luther, and we sing his prayer asking God to keep us

faithful to the Word.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

November 29, 2020 First Sunday of Advent

Stir up your power, and come! The Psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent

prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show

up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from

heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at

the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

Hymns: ELW 242 Awake, and Greet the New Morn   REJOICE, REJOICE

              ELW 244 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers   HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG

              ELW 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (stanza one) (Offertory) VENI EMMANUEL

              ELW 262 Wait for the Lord (sing three times) WAIT FOR THE LORD

              ELW 263 Savior of the Nations, Come   NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND

December 6, 2020 Second Sunday of Advent (Advent Lessons and Carols Service)

As we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that we may be shown its true

meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit

and redeem his waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols, hymns and anthems, that the good purpose of

god is being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all

people and all things into the glory of god’s eternal kingdom.

Hymns: ELW 243 Lost in the Night   LOST IN THE NIGHT

               ELW 255 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness  ASCENSION

               ELW 256 Comfort, Comfort, Now My People   FREU DICH SEHR

               ELW 250 Blessed Be the God of Israel (stanza one) (Offertory)  FOREST GREEN

               ELW 247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace   OSOSO

               ELW 253 He Came Down   HE CAME DOWN

December 13, 2020 Third Sunday of Advent

“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is

turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a

spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to

wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

Hymns: ELW 246 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!   MERTON

               ELW 249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   PUER NOBIS

               ELW 487 What Feast of Love (stanza one) (Offertory)  GREENSLEEVES

               ELW 254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  JEFFERSON

               ELW 239 Hark, the Glad Sound!   CHESTERFIELD

Hymn Suggestions



December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God will

give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming

pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is

executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to

and say, “Count us in.”

Hymns: ELW 251 My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness   KINGSFOLD

               ELW 265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  GABRIEL’S MESSAGE

               ELW 487 What Feast of Love (stanza one) (Offertory) GREENSLEEVES

               ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   ES IST EIN ROSE

              ELW 267 Joy to the World   ANTIOCH

December 27, 2020 First Sunday of Christmas

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all humanity, to praise

God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in

Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the assembled

community and have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all

who look for the healing of the world.

Hymns: ELW 300 The First Noel   THE FIRST NOWELL

               ELW 289 Angels We Have Heard on High   GLORIA

               ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful (stanza one) (Offertory) ADESTE FIDELES

               ELW 313 O Lord, Now Let Your Servant   KUORTANE

               ELW 290 Go Tell It on the Mountain   GO TELL IT

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions

"The peace of Christ be with you all. Please share the peace

of Christ with those near you in socially distant ways, and

most importantly remember those in your life who

continue to be signs of Christ's peace to you."


