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Email articles/pictures to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,

because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

November 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

November is a busy month. It begins with All Saints Day on November 1 and continues with a Service of Holy

Communion every Sunday at 9:30 am. The season of Pentecost ends on Christ the King Sunday, November 22 (which

is also our next scheduled “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion). This year, on Thanksgiving Eve, there will also be an online

Service of Prayer, and Advent will begin on Sunday, November 29. The seasons of the church year continue to offer

opportunities for word and sacrament, worship and prayer, and the hopeful anticipation of Advent.

The pastor’s midweek meditation series and Sanctuary Meditation Wednesdays will go on break after November 25,

so that beginning December 2, during Advent we might gather online for Wednesday evening midweek Advent

services. The Festival of Lessons and Carols, a St. Mark’s tradition, will also be held on the Second Sunday of Advent,

December 6 at 9:30 am. 

The changing seasons of the church year reassure us – in the midst of anxiety and pandemic – of the abiding

presence of Christ in every moment and season of our lives. I pray that everyone in St. Mark’s community remain

healthy and that you will make use of these opportunities to deepen the life of faith.

This year has been unexpectedly challenging. The challenge of being unable to gather regularly for in-person

worship has meant, of course, that we have not been able to celebrate the sacraments, sing, pray, and fellowship

together in person. It has also meant St. Mark’s income from gifts and offerings for the year to date is significantly

under what was anticipated for the 2020 budget.

Jesus reminds us he is the vine and we are the branches. All we do as a congregation begins with the abiding

presence of Christ Jesus, as God’s grace flows outward from us causing us to bear the fruit of faith. Since 1859, St.

Mark’s has been the branches of Christ reaching outward and heavenward in mission for the world. The mission of

the church – the proclamation of the gospel and celebration of the sacraments, faith formation, caring for the poor,

the stranger, the sick and for all the world – is the way in which we “bear much fruit” for Christ.

In addition to your regular gifts, please consider making a year-end gift to help St. Mark’s overcome this shortfall and

continue to be Christ’s branches bearing fruit for the world (please see page 4 for more information).

As we remember “All the Saints” we remember that we, too, will one day be remembered as “saints” who have borne

the fruit of faith, having helped St. Mark’s continue in mission for new generations and future challenges. With Christ

the vine supporting our mutual life and ministry – all things are possible to the glory of God!

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie



October!
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Blessing of the Animals

Erin and Alex welcomed

Arden Vale English into

the world on October

21st! She was 8 lbs 4 oz.

Erin and Arden are doing

well.

Emily Foley has organized

a meal train for the English

family, where you can sign

up to sponsor a Grubhub

gift card for a meal.

Congratulations!

Martin Luther visited St. Mark's

Meal Train for the English Family as they welcome baby Arden
Baby Arden has arrived! With a new baby, two active girls

and Alex's busy schedule this sweet family could use some

extra hands when it comes to meal time. Thank you!

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/6wkkr8



                                                                      The monthly financial report showed giving decreased over the                               

                                                                      summer and had not returned to normal levels so far into the fall.

                                                                St. Mark’s is currently running approximately $60,000 behind in                           

                                                                income compared to budget expectations. The Council considered a

                                                                special appeal and the Executive Council will take the lead on that                        

                                                                need.  

                                                                      In the Pastor’s report, Live Stream service plus limited in-person 

                                                                      worship is being offered. There are often seats available on Sunday  

                                                                      mornings, if someone wanted to call by Thursdays to request a 

                                                                      reservation. The new laptop was received and is being used with the

video broadcasting.  Doris Hill turned 100 year old on the day of the meeting, Pastor Tim visited with her at

her birthday party! Pastor Tim took part in an ordination service and has been sending out prayer notes to

individuals. Sue is back in the office from being in quarantine, the staff is happy to have her back with us in

person! 

From committee reports: Wednesday mediation is going well. The Worship and Music Committee has

reviewed the wedding policy and is ready to present to Council.  Stewardship reported that 2021 materials

have been mailed out to members and the Stewardship campaign is in full swing.  The Property Committee

reported that the August water bill, that was so high due to a broken toilet, had been reduced by the city to

an amount more inline with our monthly norm, which was a considerable savings for the church. Social

Ministry Committee raised a question about if the Global Missions Committee should be re-instated, there was

discussion and Susan League will take it back to the committee for consideration. Ron Wenzel is working on

how to have the fall annual meeting in light of the COVID-19 restrictions. It is important to meet and we want

to do it in a safe manner. 

The Council discussed the topic of drive-through Communion and possible methods to use. Pastor Tim is

considering several options and factors. 2021 budgets are due and all committees other than Youth and

Property should work to submit their budget as soon as they can.

Submitted by Marc Ginns, Council Secretary

From the October 18 Stewardship Temple Talk:  Giving thanks on a regular basis by

making recurring pledge payments to support St Mark’s. 

Anyone with a bank account can set-up recurring payments from their account. It is free, easy and quick

way to set-up at your bank’s website.

1. Under the heading Payments, select Manage Recipients and add “St Mark’s Lutheran Church” as a     

    new recipient of payments

2. Add St Mark’s address (1000 Queens Rd, Charlotte, 28207) and telephone number (704-375-

    9185)

3. Indicate the payments will be recurring rather than one time only

4. Enter the dollar amount of the recurring payment

5. Indicate the date each month the payment will be taken from your account (for example, on the 

    first or fifteenth or twenty-first of the month)

6. Select how often each payment is to be made (such as, weekly, monthly, quarterly)

7. Designate the number of payment (for example, 12 monthly payments for 2021) or indicate no 

    ending date       

When you submit this information to your bank, a recurring payment will begin on the date you selected.

Recurring payments from your account will go directly into St Mark’s bank account.
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Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge  Committee Chairperson

St. Mark's 2021 Stewardship campaign usually culminates on Reformation

Sunday, October 25, 2020. However, since many may not be able to attend

worship, we welcome your pledge of support for St. Mark’s at any time. You may

choose to return your pledge with your offering or mail it to the church office,

either in paper or online. If you have not received a Pledge Card, please contact

the church office. 

You can also send your pledge over OnRealm. Just log into your account. Click

on Giving on the left, then click on the grey "Pledge Box" and fill out the

information. Remember to choose "GF Member Contributions - 01/01/2021 until

12/31/2021" Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness to Christ. Together

we are the body of Christ! (Sandy in the Finance Office is available for help at

saintmarksfinance@gmail.com)

St. Mark's 2021 
Stewardship Campaign

In the near future you will receive a letter asking you to respond to our need for an additional

$100,000 to close out 2020 on an even keel. The letter will include a return envelope to make

it easy to show your support. Our pandemic schedule has left us with no loose offerings or

special gifts, and particularly in the 3rd quarter our revenue fell.  But we trust that as we are

made aware of this situation we will make an extra financial contribution as we are able.

   

These are unusual times, but our Pastor and Congregational Council are committed to

maintaining and strengthening our vibrant community we cherish so much.  Thanks to our

wonderful staff our worship, music, youth and outreach have continued strong in these

difficult times. Many of us customarily make year-end gifts. I pray all of us will consider strong

support for St. Mark's as we move into 2021.  It will be a better year!

St. Mark's is blessed with faithful members, many of whom

continue to volunteer during the continuing limited

circumstances due to COVID 19. The many ministries at

St. Mark's depend on volunteer support as well as

offerings. All of the pictures in this edition of ReMarks bear

witness to all that you do. Thank you.

 "Year End Gifts - Let's Finish the Year Strong" 



           Emmaus Church is an ELCA mission congregation on the west side of Charlotte on Bradford Drive. Over the

last couple of years St. Mark's has contributed funds toward their mission of assisting in the economic and socially

deprived community. The church instills hope through various programs – mentoring groups of African-American

boys age 12-18, after school education and tutoring for students 8-16, counseling for parents of students enrolled

in West Charlotte schools, community care in the form of a mobile clothing closet and community worship and

Bible study.

Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

            One of the recent education and enrichment

programs for the area students was called “Expressions of

Hope”.  It is an art-based program focused on developing

leadership and literacy through art expression.  One of

the projects in the program they called “Beauty on

Bradford”, where the church is located.  It is a street

notorious for crime, poverty, broken homes and under

performing schools. But Emmaus understands there is

also positives on Bradford – businesses, faith

communities, and family history. “Beauty on Bradford”

offers the students in the program an opportunity

to capture the full story of Bradford Drive through various

art forms.  After 6 weeks the plan was to produce a video

to be shared with the community for all the see the

positives it holds.

            Emmaus contacted Social Ministry late last year

through a grant application to receive needed funds for

the endeavor from the estate funds Social Ministry was

responsible for.  The request was for video and camera

equipment, lighting, art and other supplies, plus lunch for

the students in the amount of $6,500.  It was approved.



Social Ministry
Habitat Update!  Construction on Thesh's home is going smoothly!  We

have sent in about half of our $2000 promise to support this important

project.  Please designate your donation to go to Habitat for Humanity to

support this work if you can.  Call Susan League at 704-533-2451 if you

have any questions.  Thank you!!

Non-perishable, non-breakage

food items are still being

delivered to Loaves and Fishes

and you can drop off donations

at the choir room door Monday –

Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00.

Simply ring the door bell to gain

access to the building and place

your donations on the baker's

rack by the office or just leave

them inside the door. The need is

still ongoing so please continue

to be generous.

Five volunteers continue to gather every

Thursday, in the kitchen at St. Mark's to prepare

grab 'n' go lunches for our neighbors. Thank you

to everyone who continues to help support this

important ministry. We will continue to feed our

neighbors during this time. 

Thesh Tesfay
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

Thank you to those who brought plastic bags

for the Soup Kitchen.  If you are stopping by the

church, and have a supply of plastic shopping

bags, please bring them.

Plastic Bags for Soup Kitchen

L & F bakers rack 

on Oct. 22

Soup Kitchen



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Children's Church Online

will pause until Advent.

Each week, youth will meet via Zoom to

check-in with one another, pray, and

sometimes have a topic or activity to

engage.  We meet 3:30-4:00 pm each

Friday in the Youth Zoom Room.

pictured above, 10/16 meeting

Youth Zoom Meeting 

A Stroll in the Park

November 14 from 3:00-6:00 pm at the Lakeman Residence (weather permitting)

Youth are invited to the Lakemans' for a fun and safe outdoor activity.  We will walk a nearby trail

before returning to the Lakemans' house for continued fellowship and dinner outside.  Please

RSVP to Susan Lakeman.

The Confirmation Class and the High School class have

begun an alternating schedule.  Classes meet via Zoom on

Sundays, 10:45-11:30 am.  We use the normal Youth Zoom

Room. Pastor Tim will lead the Confirmation Class, and Jay

Jacob  will lead the High School class.  

November schedule:

November 1: Confirmation Class

November 8: High School Class

November 15: Confirmation Class

November 22: High School Class

November 29: Confirmation Class

The Confirmation students are warmly invited to join the

High School Class, but not required to.

Youth Sunday School!

On October 17, youth gathered at St.

Mark's for a worship service in the

Courtyard Chapel, games in the front

lawn and at Edgehill Park, and dinner.

It was great to once again see

everyone in person. A big thank you

to Tara Thompson, Claire Dixon, and

Pastor Tim for helping Alex lead the

event! 

Alex zoomed

with our

college

youth on

October 13.

We will

continue to

keep in

touch!

"Lock-Out"

Riley singing the Psalm on 10/11



November Birthdays

We need to hear from you! OnRealm is the new software St.
Mark’s is using to communicate with you.  If we don’t have your
current email address, mailing address, and phone number you
might not be hearing from us.  We’d love to keep you up to date
on all that is going on at St. Mark’s.  Now more than ever we need
to be able to reach you. If you haven’t created an account in
OnRealm, please do so by checking your email for an invitation
from St. Mark’s to create and account.  The last email reminder
went out on October 13th.  If you do not have access to email, or if
you are unsure of how to do this, please call Sandy at the church
office (704-375-9185 ext. 229) or email her at
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com

11/11                     Karen Covington

11/11                     Pat Fox

11/11                     Gwen Stone

11/12                     Carol Lippert

11/14                     Lowell Engelhard

11/14                     Jo Lammonds

11/16                     Claire Lippert

11/17                     John Foust

11/18                     Larry Lippert

11/19                     Carol Goodall

11/19                     Nancy Kutscher

11/24                     Jordan Curcio

11/24                     Burkhardt Otterstadt

11/25                     Amy Jacob

11/26                     Susan Ginns

11/30                     Charles Edahl

11/2                       Alex English

11/2                       J. B. Kiser

11/2                       Mary Lou McCurry

11/3                       Wren English

11/3                       Garlan Miles

11/4                       James Metze

11/4                       Linda Miller

11/4                       John Mobley

11/5                       David Kutscher

11/7                       Laura Foust

11/8                       Clayton Payne

11/10                     Elizabeth Conner

11/10                     M. C. Katzel

11/10                     Dene Shockley
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Face Masks
D I S PO S A B L E

The NC Synod offered free

disposable masks to churches

from FEMA. They sent 1500.

These masks are available at the

church. Please call the church

office.

Of Note

Daylight

Savings ends

Sunday, 

Nov. 1! Set

your clocks

back on

Saturday

evening.

St. Mark's has a new yard
banner. Thank you to Emily
Foley for the design, and to
the Van Landinghams for
setting it up. In an anxious
world, the steadfast love of
God offers hope!



Christian Education
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Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

Pastor Tim's Midweek Series:

"Images of Christ - Art,

Scripture and Prayer"

The purpose of this series is the prayerful dialogue between scripture and art that can happen when we

also see ourselves as part of the biblical story. The first meditation was "The Way of the Cross," followed

by "In Christ all shall be made alive", “Christ is the Light and Bread of Life”, “In Him All Things Hold

Together”, "Surely not I, Lord", and "Christ at the Center." This series will continue for ten weeks through

Wednesday of the week of Christ the King (November 25th). Please follow the series, it is available each

week via email and on St. Mark’s homepage (saintmarkscharlotte.org).

Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Sarah Dagenhart In Memory of Forest Nelson

Barbara D. Scott, Gifts & Memorials Arnold Hein, Music Fund

Pastor McKenzie contributed to the newly published Japanese

language Encyclopedia of Japanese Christian History (『⽇本キ

リスト教歴史⼈名事典』published 2020, Kyo Bun Kwan,

Tokyo). Pastor wrote a biographical entry about Dr. David L.

Vikner, an Augustana Synod and ULCA missionary and pastor

who worked in China and Japan, later serving as Executive

Director of the Division for World Mission and Ecumenism of

the Lutheran Church in America. Dr. Vikner contributed greatly

to global ecumenism and church unity in the postwar era.

Research was carried out while Pastor McKenzie was a seminary

professor using primary source documents from the ELCA

Archive, Chicago, and the Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary

Library and Archive, Tokyo.

Publication News



Every Wednesday in November from 10:30 am - 1:30 pm, St. Mark’s sanctuary 

will be open for personal meditation and prayer. Music Director, Les Ackerman, 

will play a brief repertoire on the organ on the hour (11 am, Noon, and 1 pm), 

and Pastor Tim will prepare printed resource of prayers and scripture from the 

daily lectionary. Wearing masks and social distancing will be necessary while in

 the building. Due to the ongoing gathering restrictions set by the governor

and  synod, sanctuary seating is limited to 20 persons at any one time. If

sanctuary seating reaches the 20 person capacity, a greeter will seat the next

person, after someone leaves. A plan is in place for sanitizing the sanctuary to

ensure the safety of persons visiting the building. May we be in prayer for our

world!

Worship & Music

In response to the Synod’s recommendations, St. Mark’s Executive Committee has decided to allow

attendance in small numbers for Sunday worship at 9:30 am in the main sanctuary. Because worship

leaders, musicians, and the audio-video crew number 8-10 people, we will be taking reservations by phone

each week for up to 15 additional people to attend the service. Wearing masks and social distancing will be

necessary while in the building. If you are interested in attending worship, please call Sue in the church

office during office hours, Monday-Thursday (10 am-2 pm) to make a reservation. If the response is greater

than 15 people, please be patient and consider making a reservation for the following Sunday. We are

thankful to have had good response for worship attendance. In order for as many people as possible to

attend, we ask that you limit your requests to attend to two times per month. Thank you. 
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Greeter Sandy Rach

Sanctuary Meditation Wednesdays

Sunday Worship Reservations

Holy Communion will be celebrated every Sunday during the 9:30 am service. Distribution of Communion

will be made using individual “communion kits.” In addition, “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion will be offered

on the 4th Sunday of every month, from 10:45 am-Noon. This month it will be Sunday, November 22.

Distribution will be made using individual “communion kits” consecrated during that day’s Sunday morning

worship. Pastor McKenzie will distribute the Eucharist under the front portico near Queens Road. Simply

proceed by car under the choir entrance portico moving forward to the front portico by the double red

doors. 

Holy Communion resumes at St. Mark's



The Worship and Music Committee would like to announce that there is currently an opening for the Flower

Coordinator position. Recently, Evelyn Gerdes resigned her position as Flower Coordinator in relationship to

the Worship & Music Committee. We thank Evelyn for her unyielding dedication in maintaining the flower sign-

up calendar at church and communicating with the donors, florist, and church office to ensure that all

information was timely and correct for publication. If you would like to offer your time and talent by serving in

this capacity, please contact Kevin Feezor either by email, at stmarkselca1001@gmail.com, or call the church at

704.375-9185. Thank you very much for your consideration.

In the interim, please contact Sue in the church office if you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday

worship service. Currently Nov. 8, 15, 22, 29, and Dec. 13, 20, 27 are not sponsored.

Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Altar Flower Coordinator and Sponsorship 
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Charlotte Symphony

principal horn, Byron Johns,

playing for our Sunday

morning worship.

Riley Smith cantor,

Sunday, October

11th, leading us in

the 23rd Psalm.

St. Mark’s member John

Brumbaugh sharing his

cello in our 9:30 worship.

Charlotte Symphony trumpeters

Alex Wilborn and Jon Kaplan,

playing for our Sunday, October

18th live-stream.

Micah Hein, serving

as cantor for our 9:30

worship.

Socially distanced players 

Scott Hartman, Principle Bass

Trombone, Charlotte

Symphony. Sporting red shirt

and tie for the occasion!



Martin Luther's "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" ELW 504

"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" is considered the most powerful hymn of the Protestant Reformation. This hymn

has been translated into practically every language, and close to one hundred English translations are known

to exist. Penned by Luther around 1529 and based on Psalm 46, it was his desire to create free metrical

versions of the psalms for the congregation to sing. Though we usually view this hymn as a militant battle cry

of the Reformation, Luther's original title was "A Hymn of Comfort." In difficulty and danger, Luther would

resort to this song, saying to his associate, "Come, Philipp, let us sing the 46th Psalm." Luther had strong

convictions about the use and power of sacred music. "I wish to compose sacred hymns so that the Word of

God may dwell among the people also by means of songs." Here is a translation of the first two lines that

appeared in a Pennsylvania Lutheran Church Book of 1868: "A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and

Weapon; He helps us free from every need, That hath us now o'ertaken."

"When Our Song Says Peace" ELW 709

This hymn was written in 1995 by American composer, pastor and writer Richard Leach (b. 1953). It takes it's

inspiration from Isaiah 2:1-5 with the theme of peace, beating swords into plowshares. Leach says of his hymn:

"Against heavy rationales for war the church may have only a song in response, but it is a song of God who is

finally in charge of all things, and whose will is peace." Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1962) is the composer of the

tune JENKINS, named after his then music associate Sumner Jenkins at Calvary Episcopal Church in Memphis,

Tennessee.

" I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say"

This hymn comes to us from the Scottish writer, pastor and editor Horatius Bonar (1808-1889). He wrote about

six hundred hymns, and this one was published in 1846 with the title "The Voice from Galilee." The hymn

centers on three of the sayings of Jesus found in John1:16, Matthew 11:28, John 4:14, and John 8:12. The first

half of each stanza gives Jesus' invitation, and the second half gives our response. Evangelical Lutheran

Worship pairs this hymn with two contrasting tunes, the one we will hear today, ELW 332 THIRD MODE

MELODY, a tune by sixteenth century composer Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), and  ELW 611 to the English folk

tune KINGSFOLD, named for the town in Surrey, England.  American composer Charles Callahan, is the

arranger of the setting we will hear today. It is scored for solo horn and organ.

"Dearest Jesus, at Your Word" ELW 520

German pastor Tobias Clausnitzer (1619-1684) wrote this hymn to indicate the reason to gather for worship is

to hear the Word of God. It was designed to be sung before the sermon. Clausnitzer wrote seven stanzas, with

our Evangelical Lutheran Worship including four. Stanza four is a doxology (praise to the Holy Trinity), with

stanza three "Light of Light" hints at the Nicene Creed. Johann Rudolph Ahle (1625-1673 ) was a church

musician and mayor of the town of Muhlhausen. He composed the tune LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER

originally for an Advent hymn. Ahle's popular tune is wedded to three different texts in our hymnal, including

ELW 510 "Word of God, Come Down on Earth" and ELW 443 "Dearest Jesus, We Are Here" for which it is

named.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"How Firm a Foundation" ELW 796

ELW 796 The authorship of this hymn text has always been a mystery to hymnologists. We know it was first

published in 1787 in a hymnal compiled by Dr. John Rippon (1751-1836), pastor for sixty-three years at

Carter's Lane Baptist Church, London, England. The hymn appeared anonymously in his collection with the

author indicated merely as "K", and in later reprints "Keen". Since the music director in Dr. Rippon's church

was named Richard Keene, it is generally accepted that he was the author of the text. There are many

scriptural references: Isaiah 43:1-5, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Corinthians 12:9, and II Timothy 2:19. It is basically about

the promises of God, and our hymnal uses quotation marks for all the stanzas in which various promises are

quoted. The original hymn has seven stanzas, Evangelical Lutheran Worship includes four. Here is an

additional stanza (7): "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for Repose, I will not, I will not desert to his Foes;

That soul, tho' all Hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never--no never--no never forsake." The tune

FOUNDATION is one of the many anonymous American tunes that first appeared in an 1832 collection by

Joseph Funk, a German Mennonite based in the Shenandoah Valley area of Virginia.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith

November 1, 2020 All Saints Day

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As November

heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all

who have died in Christ, and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of

every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in

the new Jerusalem.

Hymns: ELW 428 Give Thanks for Saints   REPTON

              ELW 422 For All the Saints   SINE NOMINE

              ELW 423 Shall We Gather at the River (stanza one) (Offertory) HANSON PLACE

              ELW 628 Jerusalem, My Happy Home   LAND OF REST

              ELW 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure of Heart   MARION

Hymn Suggestions



November 8, 2020 Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 32

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another

with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids.

Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of

life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

Hymns: ELW 435 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending   HELMSLEY

               ELW 439 Soon and Very Soon   VERY SOON

               ELW 593 Drawn to the Light (stanza one) (Offertory) LA CROSSE

               ELW 632 O God, Our Help in Ages Past   ST. ANNE

November 15, 2020 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 33

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the Lord

will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake

and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the

greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—

word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

Hymns: ELW 710 Let Streams of Living Justice   THAXTED

               ELW 785 When Peace like a River   VILLE DU HAVRE

               ELW 693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (stanzas 1 & 2) ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR

               ELW 474 Bread of Life from Heaven   ARGENTINE SANTO

               ELW 668 O Zion, Haste   ANGELIC SONGS

November 22, 2020 Christ the King, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 34

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgement. In the end, the faithful

are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the

first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We

gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of

all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known

in our loving words and deeds. 

Hymns: ELW 842 Oh, Worship the King   HANOVER

               ELW 634 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  CORONATION

               ELW 686 We Give Thee but Thine Own (stanzas 1 & 2) HEATH

               ELW 838 Beautiful Savior   SCHONSTER HERR JESU

 ELW 855 Crown Him with Many Crowns   DIADEMATA

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions


