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November ReMarks deadline is 10/19

Email articles/pictures to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

Luther’s use of the word “alien,” while strange to modern ears, means a righteousness that is given to us from outside of

ourselves by Christ. The righteousness of Christ is grace that we cannot give ourselves, yet we know this grace daily grows

within us. On Reformation Sunday we remember that we live by faith, and Christ’s grace dwells within each of us.

Christ’s gift of righteousness and grace enables us to live confidently each day as children of God. Such grace is wholly

unmerited on our part, and is what perfects us more and more as we rely upon it, so that we can love and forgive more

perfectly. The gift of grace causes praise and thanksgiving to well up from within us as people forgiven by a loving God.

We walk by faith and the journey of faith is perfected, as Luther wrote, in death. Our entire lifetime is the “space of God’s

grace” perfecting us through our acts of love and forgiveness for others. As John Newton wrote in the hymn 

"Amazing Grace": “‘tis grace has brought me safe this far, and grace will lead me home.” Our lifetimes are journeys of grace

toward God’s kingdom.

On Reformation Sunday, October 25th, we will culminate our 2021 Stewardship Appeal “In Everything Give Thanks.” In

the spirit of Luther and the Reformation, we give thanks for the righteousness and grace of Christ Jesus that forgives us,

perfects us, and leads us over a lifetime. May we each offer our thanks for a lifetime of amazing grace. May we support St.

Mark’s as Christ supports us each day of our human journeys. God loves us so that we might love others!

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie

“And it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

October 2020

Through faith in Christ, therefore, Christ’s righteousness becomes our righteousness and all that 

he has becomes ours; rather, he himself becomes ours…This is an infinite righteousness, 

and one that swallows up all sins in a moment, for it is impossible that sin should exist in Christ…

Christ daily drives out the old Adam more and more in accordance with the extent to which 

faith and knowledge of Christ grow. For alien righteousness is not instilled all at once, but it

begins, makes progress, and is finally perfected at the end through death.” 

(Sermon on Two Kinds of Righteousness, 1519)

Dear Friends in Christ,

At the end of October we remember God’s gift of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, as we celebrate the

Reformation. In one of Martin Luther’s most well-known early sermons, Luther wrote, 



St. Mark's welcomed two guest pastors while Pastor Tim was on vacation.  Rev. Sara

Ilderton, Assistant to the Bishop for Candidacy and Boundaries, on the left,

preached on August 30,  and Pastor Rebecca Lord-Phillips, currently serving as

supply pastor at Christ the King, Greenville, on the right, preached on September 6. 

A look back

at September
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Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, October 3 at 4 pm

Of NoteOf Note

Please bring your pets for a brief Service of Blessing

on St. Mark's patio, on this day commemorating

Francis of Assisi. Wearing masks and social

distancing will be necessary for this event. 

A new midweek meditation series began September 23, titled

Images of Christ - Art, Scripture and Prayer.  The purpose of this series

is the prayerful dialogue between scripture and art that can happen

when we also see ourselves as part of the biblical story. The first

meditation was "The Way of the Cross." This series will continue for

ten weeks through Wednesday of the week of Christ the King

(November 25th). Please follow the series, it is available each week

via email and on St. Mark’s homepage (saintmarkscharlotte.org).

Pastor Tim's Midweek Series: 

"Images of Christ - Art,

Scripture and Prayer"
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Face Masks
D I S PO S A B L E

Please remember to set the alarm when leaving the church.

There is less activity at the church, so each person should be

aware that the alarm may need to be set as they leave.

Reminder: St. Mark's giving and contact information database has moved.

Of NoteOf Note

10/1                       Dale Hopp

10/4                       John Graham Jr.

10/5                       Doris Pope Phillips

10/5                       Steve Rach

10/5                       David Simpson

10/7                       Cynthia Miles

10/7                       Katarina Miles

10/8                       Ashley Ginns

10/10                     Susan Lakeman

10/12                     Doris Hill

10/12                     Jane McCall

10/13                     Madeleine Thompson

10/16                     Robert Hazen

10/16                     Joe Schock

The NC Synod offered free disposable

masks to churches from FEMA and St.

Mark’s ordered 500. They sent 1500.

These masks are available at the church.

Please call the church office.

10/17                     Phoebe Droege

10/17                     Patrick Huang

10/17                     Jule Wilt

10/19                     Janice Elder

10/19                     Virginia Molan

10/20                     Edward Goodall

10/20                     Kelly Price

10/21                     Reneau Van Landingham

10/23                     Harry Kendrick

10/24                     Timothy Niedermeier

10/25                     Alice Wenzel

10/26                     Robert Adden

10/26                     Marshall Payne Jr.

10/26                     Glen Stone

10/26                     Jacob Stone

October Birthdays



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS FOR SEPTEMBER
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St.  Mark’s Council met on September 14, 2020 via Zoom. The minutes from the Council meeting on August

10, 2020 were accepted without changes by a motion by Susan League and second by John Simon. The

Treasurer report stated that summer months had seen a decreased level of giving with a YTD balance of

Actuals being  approximately $37K less than budget. The Council hopes giving will rebound in the fall

months to get us back on track.

The  pastor reported that 4 new wireless microphones for the worship service  were setup and functioning

well. The organ recital was very successful with the community. Confirmation Sunday went very well and

the confirmands did a great job with their faith statements. David Moore passed away and will have a

committal service as soon as the family can gather in the columbarium together. Meditation time on

Wednesdays has gone well so far, different prayers and music occur every week. The SMLC Website is being

renovated, it looks a lot better and fresher.

In Committee reports, Stewardship reported that the Appeals campaign is almost ready and is being

reviewed and edited. Again, this year, we will request submissions of gifts back on Reformation Sunday.

Finance requested 2021 committee budget requests back in by October 12th. Property reported that a new

Hobart dishwasher has been installed in the church kitchen (Note: It requires a special soap to operate

correctly).

A toilet malfunctioned and was constantly running in a bathroom, resulting in a high water bill for August;

the committee requested that anyone hearing a running toilet or sink that is unattended to please report it

to the office. 5 HVAC units are on order to replace older End-of-Life units. Hot water heater parts are on

order too. Social Ministry reported that Habitat for Humanity is kicking off,  but will not be requesting

volunteers due to Covid, the church will continue to support this important ministry through financial

donations. 

Concerning in-person  worship, St. Mark’s will begin allowing 15 attendees per Sunday (in addition to the

worship service leaders). Reservations can be made through the church office. Ron Wenzel will make a

Temple talk on Sunday morning concerning this. The Council is researching how the Annual meeting in

October can be held, more to come on that. The opening of the church on Wednesdays for music and

mediation is going well.

Lutheridge Council Retreat decision – The Council decided to cancel the reservation due to Covid, but

Lutheridge will keep the $830 security deposit. Lowell made the motion and Susan League seconded it. The

motion passed. St. Mark’s  has a supply of disposable masks for use during the service, other times in the

building when an attendee forgets their masks and for the Neighbors of the Soup Kitchen meals. We were

sent a large supply by the Synod and appreciate the gift.  The next meeting will be October 12, 2020 via

Zoom.

Submitted by Marc Ginns, Council Secretary

St. Mark's 2021 Stewardship

campaign begins with the

appeal mailing the week of

October 1st. Stewardship

Sunday is on Reformation

Sunday, October 25, 2020.



You really came through St. Mark's!  The ELCA annual

event, “God's Work Our Hands” used clothing drive,

sponsored this year by the Social Ministry Committee,

was a success thanks to you.  The accompanying

pictures show the large number of donations that

were delivered to Crisis Assistance for their “free store”.

Those who are homeless or experience very low

income can “shop” in the store for their families at no

charge. Thank you for your participation in this

outreach.

Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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Social Ministry

On September 9, Stacy Hester, the general manager at CPI

Security Systems, called St. Mark's to say they had 50 boxed

lunches they wanted to donate to the Soup Kitchen. CPI has

their own cafeteria and had prepared too many lunches.

Each bag contained a sandwich or wrap, chips and cookies.

Some of these lunches were given to "the Relatives" On Ramp

program which offers support to young people. 

Five volunteers continue to gather every Thursday, in the

kitchen at St. Mark's to prepare grab 'n' go lunches for our

neighbors. Thank you to everyone who continue to help

support this important ministry. We will continue to feed our

neighbors during this time. 
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St. Mark's Soup Kitchen

Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

Non-perishable, non-breakage food items are still being delivered to Loaves and Fishes and you can drop

off donations at the choir room door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00.  Simply ring the door bell to

gain access to the building and place your donations on the baker's rack by the office or just leave them

inside the door. Recently 415 lbs of food were delivered and a few months ago an entire carload was

taken.  The need is still ongoing so please continue to be generous.

Tuesday, Sept. 15, was also the day Social Ministry signed up to make and

deliver 70 bag lunches for homeless men who are temporarily being

housed in a renovated dorm uptown.  They have jobs and are working

each day toward permanent housing.  This is sponsored by “Roof Above”,

formerly Urban Ministry, which provides a place to sleep, breakfast and

dinner, with bagged lunches supplied by volunteers.  These lunches were

delivered by our chairperson Susan Ginns to the men's shelter dorm, after

she delivered a van full of clothes to Crisis Assistance.

Thank you Susan for representing the Social Ministry Committee and St.

Mark's in our outreach to those less fortunate.

 If you are stopping by the church, and have a supply of plastic

shopping bags, please bring them for the Soup Kitchen to use.

Plastic Bags for Soup Kitchen



                      Thesh Tesfay

 

Thesh is originally from Ethiopia but has been in the Charlotte region for a little over 7 years. In her free time, she

enjoys watching Manchester United, going to church and visiting with family and friends. She first heard about

Habitat through a friend and after doing her own research she walked into the office to learn more. Thesh was so

excited when she learned she was accepted to the program, she said she immediately called her aunt to share with

her the great news! She says that her favorite part about the process thus far has been the classes. She likes that

they teach practical, applicable concepts that will help her throughout her life. Thesh is most excited about moving

into her home because it will be hers, and she can finally have a garden to plant her own flowers. She feels very

grateful to be involved in the homeownership process and is thankful for volunteers that are willing to donate their

time and energy to this process!

Social Ministry
St. Mark's is still supporting a Habitat build this Fall  despite the 

pandemic! They are not asking churches to supply volunteers this year, 

but they do need our financial support. Please support this important 

work with our Charlotte Church Partners in any amount that you can.  

Just designated your gift to go to Habitat. Thanks!!
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

"Good afternoon Team! Katie reports that the roofers did an

outstanding job last week and she and her regulars took care

of some punch items today: attic floor, bracing and air sealing.

Subcontractors roughing in rest of this week. She is not sure

yet if she will be working at our site Saturday. It depends on

how the rest of the week goes. Many thanks to First United

Pres for delivering snacks last week! Still odd to see progress

without being there but thankful the work continues!

Have a great week...each day gets Thesh closer to her dream!"

Marwen



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Children's Church Online!

Pastor Tim and Alex will next gather on Saturday,

October 3 and 17, at 10:30 a.m. We include music,

a children's sermon, prayer, and a time to check-in

with one another.  All families with children are

invited to participate!  Alex will send out Zoom info

ahead of time.

Each week, youth will meet via Zoom to

check-in with one another, pray, and

sometimes have a topic or activity to engage. 

We meet 3:30-4:00 pm each Friday in the

Youth Zoom Room.

Youth Zoom Meeting Time

Gift Cards to

College Students

The Youth and Children Committee sent Amazon gift cards to our college

students. Each gift card was accompanied by encouraging messages from

our current youth members.  We wanted our college students to know 

 that we are thinking of them, and we hoped that the gesture would give

them a boost as they began the school year under difficult circumstances.

A thank you message from one of our college students: 'Thank  you for the

Amazon gift card. I appreciate the thoughts and prayers from the

congregation as we go through this uncertain time at college.' 

-- Andrew Dixon

The Confirmation Class and the High School

class have begun an alternating schedule. 

 Classes meet via Zoom on Sundays, 10:45-11:30

am.  We use the normal Youth Zoom Room.

Pastor Tim and Alex will lead the Confirmation

Class, and Jay Jacob and Alex will lead the High

School class.  

October schedule:

October 4: Confirmation Class

October 11: High School Class

October 18: Confirmation Class

October 25: High School Class

The Confirmation students are warmly invited to

join the High School Class, but not required to.

Youth Sunday School Resumes!



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Youth Oktoberfest

On September 26, the Schwartzes graciously opened their back yard for a Youth Oktoberfest

celebration--minus the beer of course!  Youth enjoyed a time of games, learning about Oktoberfest,

and pre-packaged dinners from Firehouse Subs.  Adhering to Phase 2.5 rules, we were able to have

our first in-person youth activity since March 8.  It was a wonderful evening of fellowship!  Thanks to

Dawn and Marty for sharing their space with us, and to Ruth and Joe Barrett joining us as Ruth shared

her first-hand knowledge of Oktoberfest.



Gifts & Memorials

Worship & Music

In Memory of Stuart Hathaway Dixon

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

Mac & Honey McAnally, Youth Ministry

In Memory of Honey Mathis

Sarah East, Gifts & Memorials
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Sanctuary Meditation Wednesdays 

Greeter Richard Cansler

Every Wednesday from 10:30 am - 1:30 pm, St. Mark’s sanctuary will

be open for personal meditation and prayer. Music Director, Les

Ackerman, will play a brief repertoire on the organ on the hour (11

am, Noon, and 1 pm), and Pastor Tim will prepare printed resource

of prayers and scripture from the daily lectionary. Wearing masks

and social distancing will be necessary while in the building. Due to

the ongoing gathering restrictions set by the governor and synod,

sanctuary seating is limited to 20 persons at any one time. If

sanctuary seating reaches the 20 person capacity, a greeter will

seat the next person, after someone leaves. A plan is in place for

sanitizing the sanctuary to ensure the safety of persons visiting the

building. May we be in prayer for our world!

In response to the Synod’s recommendations, St. Mark’s Executive

Committee has decided to allow attendance in small numbers for

Sunday worship at 9:30 am in the main sanctuary. Because

worship leaders, musicians, and the audio-video crew number 8-

10 people, we will be taking reservations by phone each week for

up to 15 additional people to attend the service. Wearing masks

and social distancing will be necessary while in the building. If you

are interested in attending worship, please call Sue in the church

office during office hours, Monday-Thursday (10 am-2 pm) to make

a reservation. If the response is greater than 15 people, please be

patient and consider making a reservation for the following

Sunday.

Sanctuary Meditation Wednesdays

Sunday Worship Reservations



Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Altar Flowers 
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Eric Loftin, one of our talented

cantors at St. Mark’s.

Charlotte Symphony trumpeter

Gabe Slesinger, playing for our

9:30 worship service.

Amy Woodall, one of our

talented cantors at St. Mark’s.

Charlotte Symphony trombonist

Tom Burge, playing for our 9:30

worship service.

The Worship & Music Committee would like to announce that there is currently

an opening for the Flower Coordinator position.  Recently, Evelyn Gerdes

resigned her position as Flower Coordinator in relationship to the Worship &

Music Committee.  We thank Evelyn for her unyielding dedication in maintaining

the flower sign-up calendar at church and communicating with the donors,

florist, and church office to ensure that all information was timely and correct for

publication.  If you would like to offer your time and talent by serving in this

capacity, please contact Kevin Feezor either by email, at

stmarkselca1001@gmail.com, or call the church st 704.375-9185. Thank you very

much for your consideration.

The Worship & Music Committee is currently seeking a volunteer to assume the

responsibilities of the Flower Coordinator.  In the interim, please contact either Sue

in the church office or Kevin Feezor if you would like to sponsor live flowers for

our Sunday worship service.  Kevin can be reached by email at

stmarkselca1001@gmail.com or call the church at 704.375.9185.

Flower Coordintor 

St. Mark’s member Christine Kuznia, playing

violin for our 9:30 worship service.

David Clark, cantor and

baritone soloist for our

9:30 worship service 



"Be Thou My Vision" ELW 793

This anonymous Irish hymn dates to the eighth-century. It was first translated by Mary Elizabeth Byrne

(1880-1931) and published in Eriu, the Journal of the School of Irish Learning (1905). Eleanor Henrietta

Hull (1860-1935) turned it into a metrical version in twelve couplets (two successive rhyming lines of

verse). Dr. Austin Lovelace writes of this hymn "In a time when the 'now' seems to be most important, it is

helpful to sing hymns which remind us that throughout the ages the church has produced great ideas

which are still valid and useful today." The tune SLANE is an Irish folk tune named for the hill where Saint

Patrick (c. 389-460) is supposed to have defied the king by lighting the new fire at the Easter Vigil.

SLANE was first wedded to  "Be Thou My Vision" in the Irish Church Hymnal (Dublin, 1919) and followed

by The Church Hymnary (London, 1927). The tune is unique with its ABCD form, where all four lines of

music are different.

"O God, Our Help in Ages Past" ELW 632

The great English hymn writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748) published this text is 1719. Based on the first

eleven verses of Psalm 90, Watts brought forth in his writing the themes of the greatness of God, the

mortality of humanity, and the vastness of time. American Hymnologist Carlton Young writes: "God

was present before the hills stood; God has been our shelter and guide, and continues to be our hope

for the future." John Wesley (1703-1791) changed the original first word of Watts text from "Our" to "O",

feeling that it reached out to everyone and was more inclusive. The tune ST. ANNE was composed by

William Croft (1678-1727) and originally wedded to a metrical setting of Psalm 42, but finally found its

place with Watts' text in a 1814 publication.

"Here I Am, Lord" ELW  574

"Here I Am, Lord" was included in the Lutheran hymnal supplement With One Voice in 1995. This hymn

is found in the Vocation/Ministry section of our hymnal, and is primarily based on Isaiah 6:8 "Then I

heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?' And I said , 'Here am I,

send me!'" Daniel Schutte (b.1947), a Jesuit priest, wrote this text and tune HERE I AM, LORD for an

ordination service in 1979. He is currently composer in residence at the University of San Francisco.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether" ELW 470

This hymn comes to us from the pen of English hymnologist and hymnal editor Percy Dearmer (1867-

1936). It had its first publication in Songs of Praise Enlarged (London, 1931). Dr. Paul Westermeyer writes

of this hymn: "it is a celebration of Christ's presence among those who are tethered by the Spirit at the

Lord's table and who pray that as disciples they may make their meals and living as sacraments by

caring, helping, and giving." The tune UNION SEMINARY is named for the School of Sacred Music at

Union Seminary in New York City. It was written by Harold Friedell (1905-1958) for his anthem setting,

later arranged and published in 1970 as a congregational hymn by Jet Turner (1928-1984).

"Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven" ELW 864

Henry F. Lyte (1793-1847) wrote this hymn for his congregation in Lower Brixham, Devonshire, England,

as a paraphrase or "poetical interpretation" of Psalm 103. Stanza one comes from Psalm 103:1-5 with his

poetic rendering as "ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven." Walter R. Boumann (1927-2005) made some

alterations to Lyte's original, including inclusive language adjustments. Our hymnal editors were

gracious in including most of Lyte's original version as ELW 865 "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven."

The tune PRAISE, MY SOUL was composed by John Goss (1800-1880), a former organist at St. Paul's

Cathedral in London. The tune is also called LAUDA ANIMA, from the Latin meaning "Praise, my soul."

"Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said" ELW 667

Our Hymn of the Day was written by Charles Everest (1814-1877) at the young age of nineteen. His

hymn is based on Mark 8:34 "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up

their cross and follow me." Everest's writing describes the fully committed Christian life as denying self,

renouncing the world, bearing the shame of the cross, facing all dangers, and following Christ to the

end (where we will one day wear the glorious crown). The tune BOURBON comes to us from a shape-

note tune-book, compiled and published in Philadelphia (1848) by William Hauser. The tune name is

thought to be named after Bourbon County, Kentucky. Marion Hatchett in The Hymnal 1982

Companion (Episcopal) adds that this county "is more popularly known for its association with a

particular type of corn whiskey distilled according to a process invented by a Baptist preacher, the Rev.

Elijah Craig."
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



October 4, 2020 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 27

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the

prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out

in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we

are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his

resurrection.

Hymns: ELW 654 The Church’s One Foundation   AURELIA 

               ELW 769 If You But Trust in God to Guide You  WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT

               ELW 645 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (stanza one) (Offertory) WESTMINSTER ABBEY

               ELW 595 Jesus Loves Me!   JESUS LOVES ME

               ELW 796 How Firm a Foundation   FOUNDATION

October 11, 2020 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 28

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In

Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to

others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the

peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and

we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life

of God.

Hymns: ELW 521 O Day of Rest and Gladness   ELLACOMBE 

              ELW 646 The Peace of the Lord   LA PAZ DEL SENOR

              ELW 885 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH

              ELW 528 Come and Fill Our Hearts (sing three times) CONFITEMINI DOMINO

              ELW 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart   MARION

October 18, 2020 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 29

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the

Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what

belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather

than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of

God and for the sake of the world. 

Hymns: ELW 825 You Servants of God   LYONS

               ELW 709 When Our Song Says Peace   JENKINS

               ELW 679 For the Fruit of All Creation (stanza one) (Offertory) AR HYD Y NOS

               ELW 483 Here Is Bread   HERE IS BREAD

               ELW 713 O God of Every Nation   LLANGLOFFAN

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions


