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October ReMarks deadline is 9/21

Email articles/pictures to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

Dear Friends in Christ,

Fall is usually a time of confident new beginnings, a time when school, work, and local communities implement plans for

regular programs and new departures. Fall is also a time when we look toward autumn and winter holidays. Churches

often “rally” together at this time after summer breaks. While most of this has not gone away, it certainly feels different,

sometimes even surreal. Hopes and plans that accompanied the beginning of 2020 have taken unanticipated turns, with

the fears that often accompany substantive change.

Many universities and school systems have shifted to online learning for the 2020-2021 academic year as North Carolina

and other states in this region of the nation continue to be “hot spots” for the COVID-19 virus. Most of us, even those

whose work was online before the pandemic, have not been trained to live in a “virtual” world. The virtual is something

that most of us use as a tool, and like most tools, when the task is finished we put it down, returning to the reality of in-

person tasks. A constant online “life” and the pressure to interact professionally, academically, and personally in virtual

ways has created a growing sense of daily anxiety and fear about the future. If economic worries are added into the mix,

life can indeed feel stressful. 

Anxiety and stress in adults and children can lead to fear, irritability, confusion, insomnia, anger, frustration, and

depression - to name a few of the effects of juggling many of the “old” balls in new shapes. Yet God never leaves us. Again

and again, God reminds us to return to the Lord, our stronghold. As we journey into the unknown, Jesus reminds us he is

“the way and the truth and the life.” Making time for prayer, quiet, and solitude can help us map the future with God.

Walking with Jesus helps us sense direction and gain insight about a future that we cannot always see clearly in the

present moment.

This fall, St. Mark’s ministries of worship and music, Christian education, children and youth, confirmation, stewardship,

social ministry, Soup Kitchen and more will continue in new ways. Jesus, the way, helps us manage the reality of fear with

the reality of faith. Faith is a reserve of strength and a deep well of renewal. As people of faith we draw upon the presence

of the Lord who drives out fear, giving us the light of salvation, so that we can be light in the darkness for others!

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1-2)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

September 2020



On August 2 and 3, St. Mark's members joined via

Zoom for our first ever virtual Adult VBS!  We

discussed vocation and spiritual gifts, and how these

important parts of Luther's theology play a role in our

lives today.  The Christian Education Committee is

thankful to all 28 of our participants, including Pastor

Tim, Meg Fielding, Les Ackerman, and Mariana Marko

for leading portions of the event.

A look back

 at August
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Celebrating St. Mark's Seniors, Karsen Ferner, August 2



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR AUGUST
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From the Pastor’s report: A new Ethernet cable in the balcony was installed to help with the online

broadcast. We had the graduating seniors services that went very well. Confirmation Sunday on

August 23rd is coming up soon and we are looking forward to that celebration of Christian growth!

We are starting in-person meditation Wednesdays, 10:30AM – 1:30PM.

On July 15th, Property had a painter repair damage from flooding and did a great job. The area hurt by

the flooding looks back to normal!

There is a need for a laptop to use with the Facebook service broadcast, approximate cost is $1000. It

will also serve as a backup laptop for the church staff. The council passed a motion to make the

purchase.

The upcoming Stewardship appeal is being created by the Stewardship Committee. It was noted the

congregation and church friends have been very generous to keep up their pledges and gifts during

the pandemic.

The Social Ministry Committee requested to use the remaining funds from their bequest amount to

help the 2020 Habitat Fund and that was approved by Council.

The Council nominating Committee for 2021 will begin work in September. Ron Wenzel will consult

our local parliamentarian on how to conduct the October Congregational meeting remotely in

consideration of congregational safety.

Submitted by Marc Ginns, Council Secretary
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Please BEWARE of fraudulent emails from anyone purporting to be a

staff member of St. Mark's! Someone is sending bogus emails in Pastor

Tim’s name to church members and staff. Pastor Tim does not and will

not write emails asking for "assistance" from you. In the past, people

impersonating Pastor Tim have written, asking for gift cards and other

financial assistance. Anyone contacting you to ask for gift cards,

PayPal information or wire transfers for any reason is a scammer. If

you are unsure, please call the church office first. Thank you for

your cooperation! 

Of Note
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n Pastor Tim will be away on vacation 8/30-9/12. Pastor Sara Ilderton will preach on 8/30,

and Pastor Rebecca Lord-Phillips will preach on 9/6. If pastoral care in an emergency is

needed, please contact St. Mark's Office Administrator, Sue Wadgymar

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com), or Council President, Ron Wenzel.

Need help creating an account? Sandy can be 

reached at saintmarksfinance@gmail.com or 

704-375-9185 ext. 229.



Social Ministry is pleased to sponsor this year's annual event.  Hopefully you've been saving your unwanted

used clothing to donate to the church. If you haven't purged your closet of unwanted items already, this is a

perfect opportunity! 

Pastor Tim plans to display the donations in the sanctuary Sunday, September 13th and will offer a prayer of

blessing and thanksgiving during the live broadcast, remembering those in need in our community.  The

clothing will then be delivered to CRISIS ASSISTANCE and placed in their “free store” for the homeless and

very low income members of our community.

Please drop off your donations at the church between 10:00 & 2:00 Monday through Thursday by ringing

the doorbell at the choir room entrance.  Your donations need to be delivered by Thursday, September 10,

so they are included in the blessing.

Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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 Do you have the ability and the time to make

cloth masks? Please consider making a few to

share with congregation members upon re-

gathering for worship. We will have disposable

masks available, but cloth masks will be

appreciated by those who need one and will

help us to stretch our supply of masks. Interested?

Email Alex English to let him know.

 

Need material? Helen Howard has lots of fabric

to share with those wanting to make masks.  Let

Alex know, and he will make sure to connect you

with Helen. Thank you for considering!Fa
ce 

M
as

ks
O

P
P

O
R

T
U

N
IT

Y
 T

O
 M

A
K

E

This would also be an opportunity to drop off non-perishable,

non-breakable food items to be delivered to Loaves & Fishes.  You

have been remarkable in your continued support of this

outreach.  Recently two deliveries were made, one for 198 lbs.

and another for 217 lbs of food, and a few months ago an entire

carload was taken.  The need is still present so please continue to

be generous. Thank you!



Social Ministry
Five volunteers gather every Thursday, in the kitchen at St. Mark's to prepare grab 'n' go lunches for our

neighbors. The Soup Kitchen functions much differently than it did prior to COVID-19 concerns. Gone is the

direct food service line, along with the easy sit-down gathering in the Fellowship Hall. Besides the small crew

of volunteers that gather every Thursday to prepare the grab'n'go lunches, Alex English, Naomi Campbell,

and Susan Lakeman oversee the contactless distribution of the meals. Lunches are stationed on a cart outside

the door for our friends to help themselves.  

Thank you to everyone who continues to donate water, bread, chips, apples and monetary donations as

well. We will continue to feed our neighbors during this time. 
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St. Mark's Soup Kitchen

Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Children's Church Online

Pastor Tim and Alex will resume online Children's

Church every other Saturday beginning on

September 19 at 10:30 a.m. We include music, a

children's sermon, prayer, and a time to check-in

with one another.  All families with children are

invited to participate!  Alex will send out Zoom info

ahead of time.

Youth will meet via Zoom each Friday at 3:30

pm! We talk about what is going on in our lives

and work in other activities, including games,

devotions, and taking care of mental health. 

Youth and parents can be on the lookout for

possible time changes via text and the Youth

and Children Newsletter.

Weekly Zoom Youth Check-In

St. Mark's

College

Students

On August 18, St. Mark's Youth

alumni who are now in college

were invited to a Zoom meeting

to catch up, check-in, and talk

about the upcoming school

year.  We had a great discussion

and look forward to holding

more Zoom meetings

sporadically throughout the

school year.



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Confirmation  Sunday

On August 23, Jake, Maddie, and Michael were confirmed. 

 After a three-year process that included Confirmation class,

engaging with a Confirmation Mentor, being involved in the

St. Mark's Youth Group and writing a faith statement, we

celebrated God's past and continued work in their lives.  We

are proud of these three young people and their Christian

witness.



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Jake Weckerle's Confirmation Faith Statement

The verse “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to

you” from Matthew 7:7 really speaks to me. It helps me realize that no matter the situation, no matter

what struggles and hardships that I may endure, God will always be there for me. From the day I was

born and until the day that I go to heaven, I know that I can always count on the strength and love of

the Lord to guide me through my life. I know that God will forever be the most powerful being, and I

will trust that I can ask, seek, and knock on his door whenever, so that my wishes will be granted and

my challenges will be answered.

I believe that the basics of the Christian religion are forgiveness, life after death, and faith in God. Jesus

Christ died so that all people in all countries everywhere in the world would be forgiven. We are

taught that God will not judge our failures, but instead look past our weaknesses and pardon us. I

know that I have and will always sin, but I know also that everyone sins, and that I, along with all

others, will be forgiven. Also, I think that all Christians, no matter the troubles or hardships that they

have endured and overcome, will eventually ascend into heaven, just like Jesus Christ did many years

ago, hence the line in the apostles creed, “I believe in...the resurrection of the body.” I believe that

God’s Heaven will bring peace to all people, however, I also believe in living life to the fullest while we

are still on the Earth that he gave us. I believe that the Holy Spirit has guided me in discovering new

friendships, projects, and hobbies. I have made a ton of new friends through my beliefs as a Christian,

my taste in music, similar interests such as video games, science and math, biking, etc. I think that all of

my close friendships are all gifts from God.  God has gifted me with a perfect family as well. I have a

loving mom and dad who help me through tough times and make me laugh, a sister who puts up with

me, and cousins, aunts, uncles, & grandparents who all love me as much as the Lord. I am very

appreciative of all that I have been gifted with, and I believe that my Christian faith allowed these gifts

to enter my world.

St. Marks has and always will be a special place to me. I love worshipping the Lord surrounded by the

people I love. I have met some amazing people through the youth group at St. Marks. They share

similar interests as me, are all super funny, and are people that I can talk to. Alex likes to be involved

with everyone, sharing stories from his childhood and how he was brought up to become a youth

minister. Everyone at St. Marks is friendly and wants to talk to you about your life. I love serving the

community through soup kitchens, Room at the Inn services, and mission trips. Overall, I will hold on to

all the memories I have and will make throughout my years here.

Confirmation Mentor: Alex English



“Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still one body, even though it is made up of different

parts. In the same way, all of us, whether Jews or Gentiles,  whether slaves or free, have been baptized into

the one body by the same Spirit, and we have all been given the one Spirit to drink. For the body itself is not

made up of only one part, but of many parts.”

That was First Corinthians, Chapter 12, verses 12 through 14, and it’s the Bible verse I’ve chosen for my

Confirmation. The first time I heard it was at last year’s LYO retreat in Greensboro. It was the main message of

the event, repeated over and over again by teachers and leaders, to remind us that although we are many,

and we come from different backgrounds and possess different talents, we are all one in the body of Christ.

We are...a Church united. United by love. United by compassion. United by faith. This morning, I was asked

to share my faith statement with all of you...an explanation of what I believe about the Christian faith, and

about this congregation. And what I believe...is that the Church united, with all of its parts, with all of its

talents, and with all of its resources, can be an example of the change that we seek in this world. To love the

unloved. To give to hope to the hopeless. To embrace the alienated.

Now some of you may think I dropped this piece of Eastern philosophy into my statement to score points

with Pastor. There may be a little truth to that. But I’m actually more reminded of a commandment that Jesus

gave us: to love one another as I have loved you. One of the defining aspects of my Christian outlook is the

understanding that God created us all in His image. But He also made us as individuals, with unique skills

and abilities to impact the people and world around us. We are all God’s children. And like the hands, the

feet, the eyes, and the ears of a body, we can all contribute in our own unique ways, but we all have to work

together to model the change we seek, and create the kind of impact that is worthy of the mission statement

of this church: to grow disciples and make Christ known.

But God didn’t ask us to do this alone. He gave us this church to be a place where we can pool our gifts, our

ideas, and our resources to grow those disciples, and make Christ known to our neighbors, both here and

afar. He gave us this church so we would have the strength and ability to love another, to care for one other,

and to work with one another as God’s children.

My experiences here at Saint Mark’s are certainly proof of that. Over these past few years here, I’ve been able

to contribute my gifts, my skills, and my abilities in multiple ways. From the Soup Kitchen, to Room In The

Inn...from Urban Ministries, to college care packages...Saint Mark’s has given me opportunities to convert my

talents into real change for people who need it most. The unloved. The hopeless. The alienated. That’s who

we’re to serve, and I’m grateful for the ministries at Saint Mark’s that I’ve had a chance to work with to bring

that change to life. That’s the power of a church united. That’s the positive change that a place like Saint

Mark’s can invoke. 

 All of us have different gifts and talents that God has given us. And like the parts of a body, we need each

other to be able to use those gifts to their fullest extent. That’s what it means to be a church united, baptized

into the one body, and to drink of the one Spirit. That’s what I believe, and why I’m proud to call myself a

member of Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church.

Confirmation Mentor: Laura Foust

Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Maddie Thompson's Confirmation Faith Statement



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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Michael Lakeman's Confirmation Faith Statement 

“ I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry and whoever believes in me will

never be thirsty.” John 6:35

I find this verse meaningful because when I am hungry in the middle of the day, I go to the kitchen

and find food in the fridge. When I pray, read the bible, and go to worship, I go to the “kitchen” of

God and find something to eat in the holy “fridge”. I am being filled with the Holy Spirit when I do

this. I don’t do this once a week at ten thirty am on Sunday, I do this during the week, like: the Soup

Kitchen, Runningworks, praying, and reading the Bible. I am also fed when I go to Confirmation,

Youth lock-ins, and mission trips, and L.Y.O.

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth”. The first part of the Apostle’s

Creed stands out to me because it tells me that God created me in God’s own image and God created

heaven, so when we die on earth we will live eternally. God created us to do God’s work here on

earth. We, Christians, are wired to help our neighbors, whether that be the next door neighbors or

our Soup Kitchen neighbors who are homeless. God has given me a mouth to speak for those who

can't,  God has given me eyes to see the wrong and a brain to think kind thoughts, God has given me

hands to help out  those who are in need, God has given me a heart to love the ones who aren't

loved at all.. No matter who we help, we are helping the God who created us because God loves us. I

think that we are also made to worship God, not just to do God’s work in the world because in

Genesis, he created the world in six days and on the seventh day he made a resting day for us to

worship him. God has created me to do the work that will help out those who need it. The homeless

people have difficulties getting back on their feet, instead, people like us help them to reach their

goals and get them back on their feet. God helps us do that work by loving everyone and bringing

them to God's kingdom. 

What I like about St. Mark's Lutheran Church is Confirmation, the Soup Kitchen, and the youth lock-ins

that we do. I also like serving as an Acolyte helping with the service and communion. I also like the

Soup Kitchen where I made friends, and some of those friends don’t know when their next meal is

going to be. Going back to my bible verse, the Soup Kitchen volunteers help feed the homeless

people and we give them a clean place to eat warm food. They are in a welcoming community. To

add to that, the Soup kitchen stayed open and gave bagged lunches to the homeless people while

keeping the social distance from each other during the pandemic. Even though I could not have fun

with my fellow confirmands face to face, I could still join zoom meetings and keep my friendship alive

with them.

Confirmation Mentor: Ted Seman



Gifts & Memorials

Worship & Music

In Memory of Linda Niedermeier In Memory of Sarah Dagenhart

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

Randall Darnell, General Fund 

In Memory of Honey Mathis

Virginia Edahl, Gifts & Memorials

Brian & Lisa Carringan, Gifts & Memorials

James & Laura Bynum III, Gifts & Memorials

J. Frank & Laura McNair IV, Gifts & Memorials  
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Thank you to members of our Worship and

Music committee at St. Mark's, Richard

Cansler, John Simon, and Lowell Engelhard,

who completed the task of removing all the

hymnals and bibles from the pews of our

sanctuary, and provided a complete

cleaning of all surfaces. This was in 

 preparation for our "Sanctuary Meditation

Wednesdays" following the guidelines from

our NC Synod, and in line with the

recommendations from the CDC.

Missed the live-stream recital? You can see it on YouTube at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TPh6zrdKCk 

American Guild of Organists Summer

Recital on August 16! 

“Music for Comfort in a Time of Conflict

and Pandemic” performed by Lester

Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and

Organist at St. Mark's.

Thank you!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TPh6zrdKCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TPh6zrdKCk


Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Every Wednesday from 10:30 am - 1:30 pm, St. Mark’s sanctuary will

be open for personal meditation and prayer. Music Director, Les

Ackerman, will play a brief repertoire on the organ on the hour (11

am, Noon, and 1 pm), and Pastor Tim will prepare printed resource of

prayers and scripture from the daily lectionary. Wearing masks and

social distancing will be necessary while in the building. Due to the

ongoing gathering restrictions set by the governor and synod,

sanctuary seating is limited to 10 persons at any one time. If

sanctuary seating reaches the 10 person capacity, a greeter will seat

the next person, after someone leaves. A plan is in place for sanitizing

the sanctuary to ensure the safety of persons visiting the building.

May we be in prayer for our world.

We continue to add recordings most weeks to our church website. If you

have a favorite hymn or short classical music selection that you would like

included in the future, please send your request to Les Ackerman. The

latest is a recording of one of the great hymns of our faith, "All Hail the

Power of Jesus' Name" ELW 634, Tune by Oliver Holden (1765-1844). This

is "by request" from one of our church members! I have recorded all six

stanzas, with an introduction, and two interludes; the first (non-

modulating) following stanza four)"Sinners whose love can ne'er forget

the wormwood and the gall", and the second following stanza five

(modulating a whole step higher for the tenors and sopranos!) "Let ev'ry

kindred, ev'ry tribe on this terrestrial ball". We are mindful of copyright

issues, and careful not to include anything that is not in public domain, or

not covered by one of our church copyright licenses. Thank you for your

continued support of this musical outreach ministry.

Empty Sanctuary Recording Project 
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Socially distanced seating chart

Sancutary



"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" ELW 858

"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" is one of the most exuberant and beloved hymns of praise and

thanksgiving that we have in Evangelical Lutheran Worship. The Julian Dictionary of Hymnology calls

this hymn "a magnificent hymn of praise, perhaps the finest production of its author and of the first rank

in its class." Hymn writer Joachim Neander (1650-1680) included this hymn in his collection of hymns

and psalm settings, published in 1680. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) did the translation from

German to English, and included it in her Chorale Book for England (1863). She is also the translator of

the well-known hymn "Now Thank We All Our God" ELW 840. "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" is based

on two psalms, Psalm 103:1-6, and Psalm 150:6, and originally had five stanzas. LOBE DEN HERREN is an

anonymous German tune, which first appeared in a publication from 1665. Even though the first two

lines have fourteen syllables each, the tune dances along nicely.

"Eternal Father, Strong to Save" ELW 756

"Eternal Father, Strong to Save" is often referred to as the Navy hymn, as it was penned by English hymn

writer William Whiting (1825-1878) for one of his students who was about to sail to America. It was first

published in 1861 in the collection Hymns Ancient and Modern under the heading "for those at sea".

The hymn follows a Trinitarian pattern: where God prescribes the ocean's boundaries, Christ stills the

storm and walks on the waves, and the Spirit brooded over the face of the deep and created order from

chaos. Dr. Austin Lovelace writes: "The final stanza is a summary prayer to the Trinity for the safety of

sailors--and all of us are sailors on the sea of life."  The tune MELITA was composed for this hymn by John

Dykes (1823-1876). Melita is the ancient name for the island now known as Malta, where Paul was

shipwrecked and found safety (Acts 28:1-2). Additionally, the tune MELITA is paired with ELW 597 "My

Hope Is Built on Nothing Less".

"Break Now the Bread of Life" ELW 515

At first glance one might assume this is a communion hymn with its mention of bread, but Evangelical

Lutheran Worship appropriately places it in the Word of God section of the hymnal. John 6 is the

inspiration for this hymn, which is where the gospel's eucharistic theology is found, but Donald P.

Hustad (1918-2013), a recognized evangelical church music leader and composer in America says "this

hymn is more closely associated with the opening words of the first chapter of John, in which Jesus is

presented as the dynamic wisdom and mind of God--the logos, or the living Word of God." Mary

Artemesia Lathbury (1841-1913) wrote this hymn for use at the Chautauqua Bible Study Hour on Lake

Chautauqua in upstate New York. Her words were set to the music BREAD OF LIFE by William F.

Sherwin (1826-1888), Chautauqua's music director.

Page 14

Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith


