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Dear Friends in Christ,

 As we approach Independence Day, the gift of freedom has been upon mind. It has long been debated the degree to which the words of

Judeo-Christian scripture may have had any influence upon the words of the Declaration of Independence. However, the words “all men

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the

pursuit of Happiness” point to the equality of all human beings both before one another and before the Creator. These words, of course,

contain an echo of the Genesis account of Creation, that humankind was created in the image of God. The biblical account of humankind

being created in the image of God means all human life is sacred and inviolable. On July Fourth we celebrate not only the founding of a

nation, but an affirmation of the sacred dignity and human rights of all humanity.

When I think of freedom, I also think of St. Paul’s words, “For freedom Christ has set you free.” History has shown again and again that

freedom in Christ does not depend upon legally granted freedoms; rather, freedom in Christ helps create freedom where people, living

under oppression, may actually lack certain legal freedoms. Freedom in Christ liberates us from sin so that no worldly power can oppress or

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Martin Luther pointed to this in The Freedom of a Christian (1520), “A Christian is a

perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” This is the paradox of Christian

freedom: In Christ we are freed from every binding earthly power in order that we might freely serve our neighbor.

Much has changed since the eras of Luther and the Founding Fathers. Freedom has popularly come to mean the freedom to do whatever

one wants to do, often to the neglect of one’s neighbor. Luther, ever the former Augustinian monk, reminds us that true freedom comes

with responsibility to one’s neighbor and the world. To neglect one’s neighbor turns freedom into a selfish and self-centered attribute,

rather than a gift of grace through which God’s love flows outward from our hands and voices into the world. In Christ, everyday is a day

of independence; in Christ, each day we are able live independently of every oppressive worldly power so that we might freely live in grace

and love serving our neighbors.

In the grace and freedom of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com

“God created humankind in his image, in the image of God

he created them; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27).

“For freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1a).



A LOOK

BACK AT

JUNE
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In preparation for our return to in-person

worship, and at the request of our Executive

Committee and guidance from our Synod

office, all sanctuary pew cushions have been

placed in storage. This will facilitate the

required cleaning of our pews between all

service of worship.

Thank you, Les, for all your hard work!

A member-at-large of the Property

Committee taking a break from

cleaning up sticks on the lawn.

Sarah Lindberg and Mari McKenzie 

have been making masks for church

"Re-gathering supplies

for cleaning,

masks and hand

sanitizer.

John Graham and

Doug Milheim replaced

ceiling tiles after

the recent flood.



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

The Council appreciates the generosity of the congregation. The church has received funds to match the

current budget, which is a blessing. Please continue to remember your pledge during this unusual time!

Alex and Pastor Tim have started a Children's Church for kids.

Streaming service going well with enhancements planned soon!

We have planned our process for when we return. Watching numbers and Synod advice on returning.

During this time of pandemic, we have seen a rise in

people posing as the pastor and staff seeking money, gift

cards and Paypal payment information.  Please know that

the church staff would never solicit from you.  If you are

ever in doubt, email pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com

or the church office (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com)

immediately.
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Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Youth are invited to join together via Zoom each Tuesday at 2:00 pm to check-in and support one another.  Alex will send

out meeting ID numbers and passcodes to youth.

Weekly Youth Check-In

Youth Book Group

Children's Church

Seven youth have begun a journey through Parker Palmer's Let Your Life Speak, a book about vocation and hearing God's

call.  We meet via Zoom on Friday mornings.

Pastor Tim and Alex are leading a Children's Church for families with children every other Saturday.  This Zoom meeting

includes songs, a children's sermon, a prayer, and a time to catch up.  Families with children will receive login information

ahead of time.
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Gifts & Memorials

John & Ann Glover - Gifts & Memorials    

Robert & Anne Dooley - Gifts & Memorials      

Mary L Hopp - Gifts & Memorials     

Larry Dagenhart - General Fund     

William Schwartz - Music Fund

Sheila Parker - Reception Room Remodel

In Memory of Jean Donohoe

In Memory of Linda Niedermeier

Marilyn Kroll - Youth Ministry     

Marilyn Kroll - Loaves and Fishes     

Charlotte Newcomers Club - Gifts & Memorials      

Mary L Hopp - Gifts & Memorials     

Paul and Connie Fisher - Youth Ministry    

Mr. William and Wilma Lewis - Youth Ministry     

Jo Ann Davis - Youth Ministry     

Mr. and Mrs. Shelton - Gifts & Memorials    

Linda Carter - Loaves & Fishes    

William Schwartz - Loaves & Fishes

In Memory of Sarah Dagenhart

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

Mary L Hopp - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Marshall Howard

Gene and Jackie Ellington – Reception Room Remodeling 

Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

Christian Education
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith

"Baptized in Water" ELW 456 This hymn was penned in 1981 by Michael Saward (b. 1932), a priest in the Church of England. It is loosely

based on Jesus words from John 3:5 "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of

God," and Paul from Ephesians 1:13 "In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also,

having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise." Dr. Paul Westermeyer writes: "this hymn runs out aspects of what God does

in baptism--cleanses, makes us heirs of salvation, promises, brings death and life in Christ, frees, forgives, marks, and gives new life in the Spirit

as God's children--so that in trust we thankfully and joyfully sing God's praise." The Gaelic tune BUNESSAN, named for a place in Scotland, is

from the nineteenth century and was first published in Songs and Hymns of the Scottish Highlands (Edinburgh, 1888). In addition to it's

pairing with Saward's hymn, this tune is combined with three additional hymns in our ELW, #556 "Morning Has Broken", #586 "This Is a Day,

Lord, Gladly Awaited", #689 "Praise and Thanksgiving".

"Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound" ELW 779, is from the pen of John Newton (1725-1807), first published in 1779. This text is a personal

testimony of his conversion experience, of a man whose early life on a slave ship was turned around by an "amazing grace" that "saved a

wretch like me." Newton wrote six stanzas, the first four printed in our hymnal. The fifth stanza, though often joined to this hymn, is not by

Newton. Here's one of the additional verses, not often included in modern hymnals" "The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear

to shine; But God, who called me here below, will be forever mine." The tune NEW BRITAIN is another example of a Southern Harmony tune,

and was first joined to Newton's hymn in 1835.

"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty" ELW 413 This popular hymn was written specifically for Trinity Sunday by Anglican Bishop Reginald

Heber (1783-1826). His writing is based on John's vision of God as found in Revelation 4. Austin Lovelace says of this hymn: "Although filled

with apocalyptic language, the hymn combines a sense of mystery with God's mercy, poser, love and purity." First published in 1826 in a

collection entitled A Selection of Psalms and Hymns for the Parish Church of Branbury, Heber's hymn was included in the selection of hymns

that reaffirm the doctrine of the triune God. The tune NICAEA was written for this text, and published in Hymns Ancient and Modern (1861).

John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) is the composer of this tune, as well as nearly 300 additional tunes from the Victorian era. NICAEA is named

for the ancient Greek city of Nicaea, where the Nicene Creed was initially established in 325 A.D.

Catching Up....
Mark Thornton

I am on furlough from my retirement job due to the

coronavirus.   I did buy a new trombone that

combines artistry with science and I practice it about

two hours a day.   Also, I have returned to bread

making and my favorites are apple bread and oatmeal

bread.   I have obtained some equipment and set up a

mini-gym in the garage as I need those endorphins.  I

got behind in my book reading so I am trying to catch

up.    Psychologically, I miss people..

Michael Lakeman
Michael completed the

world's most difficult jigsaw

puzzle.  This puzzle is double

sided with the same artwork

on both sides.


