
ReMarks

The Pastor's Pen

Page 1

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  704.375.9185    |  stmarkscharlotte.org

September ReMarks deadline is 8/17

Email articles/pictures to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

Dear Friends in Christ,

This year has been one of the most challenging years most of us have ever experienced. Due to the unforeseen COVID-19 global

pandemic, many things have been changed or put on hold. Doing things in new ways has often felt like forcing square pegs into round

holes. In addition to medical and health related challenges, the tragic killings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd

brought unresolved issues of systemic racism in this nation into greater public focus through ongoing debate and protest. A global

pandemic and the lingering illness of systemic racism have challenged this nation in sustained ways that have not been experienced in

decades. These two issues reveal weaknesses of the human body and the human heart, weaknesses that are both physical and spiritual.

In our hurry to “get back to normal” it is my prayer that we look more deeply inside ourselves and learn from these challenges, realizing

that only through renewed unity as one human family can we create a more just world. Only by pursuing solutions together as human

beings, to a pandemic and to racism, can we become more aware of our shared humanity and shared need for one another. God created

human beings in God’s own image, meaning we each bear the image of the Creator in ourselves and in one another. Our common future

is bound together with the will of the Creator imprinted upon us.

Paul writes, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” To be in Christ is to partake in the re-creation of human community in which

all ethnicities and nations belong, which transcends modern concepts of “nation,” “race,” and “national boundaries.” To be in Christ is to

see human difference and every form of human fragility with a newness that does not accept boundaries of race, nationalism, or any

other kind of social prejudice. To be in Christ is to experience how God is restoring the divine image in us that was lost to sin and creating

new human community through Christ’s body, the church.

As Christians we confess a catholicity of the church based upon unity in Christ that transcends every form of societal and cultural disunity.

As Christians, we point to Christ in whom the sins of the past are passing away, and in whom everything becomes new with divine

possibility. Yet we must return daily to Christ to struggle together in this newness, working together toward a future that will also become

our history.

During August I invite you to take time for prayer, for reading, for moments of recreation that lead to moments of personal re-creation.

Consider taking part in the online Adult VBS (8/2-3), taking in the live online AGO organ recital (8/16), continuing to support the Soup

Kitchen and Loaves & Fishes. Listen for the ways in which Christ is making a new creation within you so that together, we might transcend

the sins of our past and give voice to God’s future in the present: “Everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”

 

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,

Pastor Tim McKenzie

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything

old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

August 2020



Kairos Prison Ministry has not been able

to participate in the Kairos weekends

due to the COVID-19 lockdown in

prisons. Here is an update on how you,

as a congregation have been able to visit

the incarcerated at Foothills Correctional

Institute in Morganton during the

pandemic. A member of the Foothills

Kairos team delivered to Chaplain

“Cookie Monster” Turbeville over 1,200

bags of cookies: For Easter - Oreo

cookies. The guys in the chapel put a

sticker on each pack of cookies, “Don’t be

alarmed, he said. You are looking for

Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.

He has risen! He is not here. See the

place where they laid him.” (Mark 16:6) 

 And for the 4th of July - Famous Amos

cookies. In the photo is Chap T., a self-

proclaimed “Cookie Monster,” was

presented with who else, but a self-

likeness Cookie Monster. He even wore

his blue Cookie Monster shirt. The

incarcerated men at Foothills appreciate

all of your prayers that those cookies

represent. And they return them to you

with blessings and thanksgiving.

On Saturday, July 25, youth and children's

families participated in a remote service activity.

Together we made 70 lunches and delivered

them to an off campus dorm run by Roof

Above (formerly Urban Ministry Center). These

70 people have a pathway out of homelessness

through employment. Roof Above is asking

community members/groups to make 70

lunches for them each day through the end of

2020. Thanks to everyone who helped cover a

day for this important ministry!

On July 23, Pastor Tim and Alex met with our three candidates for

Confirmation.  The confirmands read their faith statements and we discussed

them as a group. It was a wonderful hour of sharing our faith together. The

congregation will get to hear portions of these faith statements on August 23,

when Jake, Maddie, and Michael will be confirmed during the Facebook Live

Worship service.

A look back at July
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Kevin, Jacob and Ron are St. Mark's audiovisual crew, working to

improve our online worship.



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR JULY

Status on in-person worship: Executive Committee met on June 14th and talked

through the process for restarting in-person worship. We will be ready when the

time comes.         

Status on online worship: Broadcasting from the sanctuary balcony has begun,

plugged into the soundboard. Ron and Jacob Wenzel are leading that effort. The

installation of ethernet cables to the balcony, and new microphones will also

improve the online broadcast.

The American Guild of Organists concert is planned for August 16th, and will be a solo

organ concert (online with more details to come). Senior Sunday (7/26, 8/2) and

Confirmation Sunday (8/23) are also being planned.         
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Finances:

Pastor Tim's
 report:

Social
Ministry:

Worship &
Music:

The six month financial statements have been mailed out with a cover letter, reflecting

all gifts given through June, 2020. Members will soon be able to logon to our new

Realm giving database to track their giving, which is a nice new online feature. Through

June 30th, we have received over $280K (budgeted for $269K). Expenses are down

slightly from anticipated spending to date. Committees can contact Sandy to get their

balances and expenses. It is a blessing that members of SMLC have continued to give

during these tough times.

Online services are continuing with a new video format. Alex and Pastor Tim continue

an online “Children’s Church” which is going well. The new midweek series, “One Body,

Many Voices,” is continuing to discuss the diversity of many voices in Christ’s body, all

unique, but coming together to serve and worship Christ. As life continues during this

pandemic, visitation by phone also continues with members who need to be

remembered in prayer. We are reminded to take our worries and anxieties to God,

trusting that God is with us. A fifth letter to the congregation was sent about

postponement of worship, and following Synodical guidelines. Our website renovation

is on-going. St. Mark’s staff is working both on-site and remotely. Sandy has been a fine

addition to our office staff, is engaging with questions and problem solving, and an

excellent communicator. Sue is back in the office two days a week. St. Mark’s is blessed

with caring and faithful staff!

Social Ministry made a motion to use the remaining bequest money. Distribution as

follows: Total: $8591.37 ($5000 to Refugee Support Services, and the remaining

amount, $3591.37, to Crisis Assistance.) Susan League made the motion to use the

funds as described, John Simon seconded the motion; the motion was approved. This

will help address the great needs of our community.



Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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St. Mark's Soup Kitchen

Five volunteers gather every Thursday, in the kitchen at St. Mark's to prepare grab 'n' go lunches for our

neighbors. The last Thursday in July, we were once again able to send 30 lunches to "The Relatives on Ramp" 

 program.  We had been serving meals there (every Thursday after the soup kitchen) but had to stop after

Covid 19 hit.   Providing a much needed meal for these young adults is vital to their well being.  Keeping safe

and socially distancing,  Matt Elliot and Meredith Dolhare from Runningworks came by the Church and picked

up the hot lunches and delivered them to "The Relatives".    

Thank you to everyone who continues to donate water, bread, chips, apples and monetary donations as well.  

 We will continue to feed our neighbors during this time. 

St. Mark's giving and contact information database has moved to Realm.  This new system allows you to control

and keep your contact information current by logging in and managing your own information. On the giving

side, you can access your giving history at any time just by logging into your account.  Look for an email, like

the one to Les above, inviting you to create an account. We cannot add you to the directory until you create

your own account, so please create one as soon as possible. If you don't see an invitation in the next week let

Sandy know, chances are we don't have a current email address for you.  If you need help creating an account

reach out to Sandy.  She can be reached at saintmarksfinance@gmail.com or 704-375-9185 ext. 229.  Thank

you for helping us make this transition as smooth as possible.  



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Youth are invited to join together via

Zoom each Tuesday at 2:00 pm to check-

in and support one another.  Alex will

send out meeting ID numbers and

passcodes to youth.

Weekly Youth Check-In Youth Book Group

In June and July, 7 of our youth worked through Parker

Palmer's Let Your Life Speak: Listening to the Voice of

Vocation. They discussed big topics while considering

what they are called to do in this world.  St. Mark's

should be proud to have so many thoughtful,

faithful teenagers in our midst!

Back in February when the Christian Education Committee began planning our one-day children's Vacation

Bible School, we never expected to have a virtual event!  We ended up having a wonderful morning of

storytelling, music, crafts, and fellowship.  We also worked in a fun scavenger hunt. Our theme was great

travels in the Bible, so the children "traveled" with Jonah and Paul as they delivered messages for God.  The

kids were engaged and we had wonderful leaders.  A big thanks goes to Emily Foley for leading the crafts and

to Sophie and Lauren for sharing their storytelling prowess!  --Alex

The "Amazing gRace" Vacation Bible School



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Congratulations to our seniors, Ally, Evan, Erin, and Karsen!  We are celebrating with the senior blanket ceremony at

the worship service July 26 and August 2.  These four young people have been involved in the life of the church as

acolytes, crucifers, lectors, prayer assistants, in Sunday School, on mission trips and service activities, and at lots of fun

youth group activities.  We are proud of their witness and look forward to seeing the good works that God continues

to do in their lives.  St. Mark's is always here for you, and we look forward to seeing you when you are visiting home!

Celebrating St. Mark's Seniors

Children's Church

Pastor Tim and Alex are leading a “Children’s Church” service every other Saturday (10:30 am - 10:50 am) for families

with young children. If this sounds like something for you and your children, please let Alex know and he will send

you the Zoom information!

At the 2018 National Youth

Gathering in Houston

Ally Jacob

Marvin Ridge High School

Appalachian State University

Erin Wall

Cabarrus Charter Academy

Western Carolina University

Karsen Ferner

South Mecklenburg High School

University of South Carolina

Evan Wenzel

Community School of Davidson

University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Celebrating St. Mark's Seniors, Ally Jacob, Erin Wall, and Evan Wenzel, Sunday, July 26



Gifts & Memorials

Christian Education
Online Adult Vacation Bible School! 

The Christian Education Committee invites you to

two evenings of fellowship and learning on

August 2 and 3!  Please RSVP to Alex English at

dymalexenglish@gmail.com. He will send you

Zoom login information so you can join the

meeting. See the video invitation on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/v

ideos/1213248912354066/

In Memory of Linda NiedermeierIn Memory of Thomas Waggoner

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

Jane Lawing Waggoner - Youth Ministry    

In Memory of Marshall Howard

Joanne Marz – Loaves and Fishes

GW & Margaret E. Carle - Youth Ministry  
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Sunday, August 16, 2020 7:00 p.m.

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church, Charlotte, North Carolina  

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr. Organist

“Music for Comfort in a Time of Conflict and Pandemic”

God of Grace, and God of Glory, from Ten Chorale Improvisations, Op.14            Paul O. Manz (1919-2009)

Three Chorale Preludes by J. S. Bach                                                           Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

     I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ, BWV 639

     If You But Trust in God to Guide You, BWV 647

     Kyrie-God, Holy Ghost, BWV 671

Elegy for Organ                                                                                                George T. Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)

Partita on ‘Ein feste Burg’ A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                            Tune by Martin Luther (1483-1546)

                                                                                                                        Setting by Andrew Clarke (b. 1941)

1. Maestoso 

2. L’istesso Tempo (pedal solo)

3. Andante

4. Scherzo

5. Vivace

6. Larghetto

7. Allegro

8. Allegro-moderato

“We Need a Little Christmas-Christmas in August”

Two Settings on ‘In dulci Jubilo’ In Sweetest Joy                                                   14th Century German Carol

     In Dulci Jubilo, from Seventy-nine Chorales                                                         Marcel Dupre (1886-1971)

     In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 751                                                                                                J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Jeanette Isabella, from Christmas for Organ                                          French Carol    

                                                Setting by Keith Ronald Chapman (1945-1989)

Two Hymn Preludes

Great Is Thy Faithfulness, from Three Gospel Favorites for Organ 

                                                   Tune by William M. Runyan (1870-1957) Setting by Dan Miller (b. 1954)

Toccata on ‘Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound’                                    Southern Harmony Tune, 1835

                                                                                                         Setting by J. Christopher Pardini (b. 1971)

Three Chorale Settings on ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’                                            German Tune, 1665

     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, from Sing and Rejoice                              Gerhard W. Krapf (1924-2008)

     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                                                        Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748)

     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, from Ten Chorale Improvisations for the Church Year

                                                                                                                                      Michael A. Bedford (b. 1949)

Summer Recital Series

Please watch for more details about online access to this live-stream. 
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How Great Thou Art" ELW 856 

I  love what the great American Hymnologist Austin Lovelace says of this hymn: "It would take the FBI to trace the

history of this popular hymn!"  It all started in Sweden in the late 1880's with Carl Boberg (1859-1940). He was walking

home from a church service on a beautiful day, and was struck by both the beauty and power of nature. A portion of 

 Psalm 8 came to mind, "When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers" and concludes, "how majestic is your

name in all the earth!" He was inspired to write nine verses of the original Swedish hymn "O Store Gud". It was first

published in 1886, and was eventually paired with a folk tune. Stuart Keene Hine (1899-1989) was serving as a British

Methodist missionary in Ukraine when he heard the Russian version of the German version of Boberg's hymn. He

created an English version and added a couple of new verses. George Beverly Shea (1909-2013) discovered it during

the Billy Graham Crusade to London in 1954. Song leader Cliff Barrows (1923-2016) said they started using "How

Great Thou Art" in 955, and he says they sang it about a hundred times during the New York Crusade of 1957. O

STORE GUD is the tune name, and reflects the origin of the tune from a Swedish folk melody.

"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" ELW 733 

Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866-1960) wrote this hymn in 1923, published in Songs of Salvation.  He served as a

Methodist pastor in Kentucky, as well as a newspaper editor. He wrote over twelve hundred poems in his lifetime.

"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" is the most well-known of his hymns. The first line is a quotation from Lamentations 3:23

"They (God's mercies/compassions) are new every morning: great is your faithfulness," immediately followed by James

1:17 "with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning." American composer and hymnologist Austin Lovelace

writes: "Many volumes of hymn studies give exotic stories about the origin of gospel songs, but the author wrote in

1955 that there were no special circumstances for his. The Methodist minister gives the "faithfulness of God" as the

main theme, and the promise of an unchanging God who assures us of pardon, peace and presence." William M.

Runyan (1870-1957) is the composer of the tune FAITHFULNESS, and wrote the tune at the request of Thomas

Chisholm. "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" gained great popularity in the United Sates and abroad from its use during the

Billy Graham crusades. 

"As the Grains of Wheat" ELW 465. 

Marty Haugen (b. 1950) wrote this text and tune for his musical setting of the service of Holy Communion contained

in Now the Feast and Celebration (1990). Haugen drew his inspiration from the  second century catechetical manual

entitled the Didache, a short early Christian treatise written in Greek also known as Teaching Through the Twelve

Apostles to the Nations. The ninth chapter gives instruction regarding the eucharist. In the thanksgiving connected to

the bread it uses imagery of grain scattered on the mountains that is harvested, ground, and baked into one loaf.

Haugen says "the Didache had beautiful texts worth being presented again, and that the oldest words are often the

best." The tune AS THE GRAINS is a typical hexatonic tune, with only six tones of the scale being used, with the slight

exception of the sixth and highest note C# also sung at the lower octave in the last phrase of each verse, "of your

love/feast with you."
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
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Worship & Music
Hymn Suggestions: Ninth, Tenth,Eleventh, Twelfth & Thirteenth

Sundays after Pentecost 2020

August 9, 2020 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 19

August 16, 2020 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 20

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds

the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry

or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the

hungry.

Hymns:  ELW 853 When Morning Gilds the Skies   LAUDES DOMINI

               ELW 515 Break Now the Bread of Life   BREAD OF LIFE

               ELW 885 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH

               ELW 472 Eat This Bread (sing three times) BERTHIER

               ELW 843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness   NETTLETON

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the

disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid

the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of

scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist. God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign

of God’s presence to others.

Hymns:  ELW 756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save   MELITA

               ELW 785 When Peace like a River   VILLE DU HAVRE

               ELW 763 My Life Flows On in Endless Song (stanza one) (Offertory) HOW CAN I KEEP FROM 

               ELW 773 Precious Lord, Take My Hand   PRECIOUS LORD

               ELW 400 God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind   CWM RHONDDA

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of

Israel. The Canaanite women in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus

heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the

margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and

justice for those in need.

Hymns:  ELW 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   LOBE DEN HERREN

               ELW 612 Healer of Our Every Ill   HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL

               ELW 611 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (stanza one) (Offertory) KINGSFOLD

               ELW 650 In Christ There Is No East of West   MCKEE

               ELW 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing   AZMON

August 2, 2020 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 18
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Worship & Music
Hymn Suggestions: Ninth, Tenth,Eleventh, Twelfth & Thirteenth

Sundays after Pentecost 2020

August 30, 2020 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 22

August 23, 2020 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 21

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn.

Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of

reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us not to be conformed to this

world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From

the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

Hymns:  ELW 654 The Church’s One Foundation   AURELIA

               ELW 576 We All Are One in Mission   KUORTANE

               ELW 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (Offertory) (Hillert)

               ELW 812 Faith of Our Fathers ST. CATHERINE

               ELW 583 Take My Life, That I May Be   TOMA MI VOLUNTAD

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his

heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in

losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not

repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our

suffering world.

Hymns:  ELW 710 Let Streams of Living Justice   THAXTED

               ELW 817 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore   PESCADOR DE HOMBRES

               ELW 802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (stanza one) (Offertory) LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN

               ELW 667 Take Up Your Cross the Savior Said   BOURBON

               ELW 810 O Jesus, I Have Promised   MUNICH


