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Dear Friends in Christ,

 

During these past months, it is probably safe to say that we have all felt stretched and challenged to live into a new comfort zone – what many call

a “new normal.” Though we might like to return to where we “left off” before the pandemic, it also needs to be recognized that we haven’t really

“left off.” Though the daily patterns of work, school, church, community, commerce, and consumer services have been altered, we have continued

to live with and for one another, even if at a distance. Our challenge as human beings is to find new patterns of living socially that respect the

pandemic while serving the common good of society and neighbor. Finding new compassionate social patterns based on science and reason about

a new illness, is of course no easy task.

 

As St. Mark’s prepares to “re-gather” we will probably feel stretched and challenged to find new ways of being together in mission. As a pastor, I am

constantly heartened by the knowledge that the church has survived and thrived across millennia because the Holy Spirit gathers and brings about

the body of Christ, the church. Though many things may seem out of our control, it is helpful to remember that Christ Jesus still shepherds the

church.

 

Paul reminds us that our gifts have been given for “the common good” of the church in mission in the world. At Pentecost we celebrate the gift of

the Holy Spirit that enlivens each of us with unique gifts “for the common good.” “The common good” expresses the well-being of the world,

implying an ethical dimension of public service for the commonweal. At Pentecost we remember we can make a difference for the good of the

world. The role of the church in society is to share the good news: “the kingdom the heaven has drawn near.” We do this by sharing in the

sufferings of God in the world, which means self-giving service for others. We are called to follow Christ in service to “the least of these.”

 

St. Mark’s continues to share good news for the common good. St. Mark’s Social Ministry, Worship & Music, Evangelism, Property, and Finance teams

have sought to discern new ways the Holy Spirit is alive in our very midst. We have been reminded that God doesn’t self-isolate. God always seeks to

create something new. Our challenge as a church is to prayerfully discern where the Holy Spirit is nudging us in mission. God hasn’t “left off;” rather,

God has been right alongside us. We have discovered new gifts like Online ministry and social media; Ministry for children, youth and family at a

distance; Social ministry from six feet; Worship with friends across the globe; The beauty of sacred music in our homes, cars, and phones. I have also

heard stories about our members helping others in their communities, members who serve the sick, feed the hungry, or just call to check in.

 

Pentecost is about being surprised again by the presence of God in our midst. You may not see tongues of fire above one another, but I sense the

fire of the Spirit among this church, even at six feet. It is still possible to embrace the world in mission, while respecting social distance. May the Spirit

open us to listen for, pray for, and point to “the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” The gift of the Holy Spirit is the promise of the

church’s future.

 

May the Holy Spirit enliven your gifts for the common good!

Pastor Tim McKenzie

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are

varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in

everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the

common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
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COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

The Council met on May 11th via Zoom.

 

Pastor Tim reported that the Live Streaming service has been reaching many people and he appreciates all who have

contributed to that service. We will look to continue live streaming of the service after we get back to holding services at

SMLC. 

 

Flooding in the church occurred in April due to a clogged drain on the front patio and water coming into the building

under the external door by the church office. Due to Property committee’s quick response, a company was brought in to

dry out the carpet and flooring.

 

Sandy Dyer, our new Financial Administrator, is working out very well, learning quickly and working with Jane on

knowledge transfer. We are very glad to have Sandy as part of our staff!

 

A new banner has been installed on the church lawn. Thank you Evangelism Committee!!

 

Alex English has been using social media to keep in touch with the youth.

 

Social Ministry is encouraging donations for Loaves & Fishes and the Soup Kitchen. There is much need in the community

now, let’s help our neighbors!

 

The Executive Committee, the Council and Worship & Music Committee are working together on how to resume services

at the church. There will be procedures and supplies to help in the cleanliness and safety of our members and visitors. It is

hoped to start our services back on July 12th. There will be much preparation to enable this and the Executive Council will

closely monitor the situation as time passes and the date gets closer.
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During this time of pandemic, we have seen a rise in

people posing as the pastor and staff seeking money, gift

cards and Paypal payment information.  Please know that

the church staff would never solicit from you.  If you are

ever in doubt, email pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com

or the church office (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com)

immediately.



Congratulations to Ally, Erin, Evan, and Karsen on their upcoming graduations

from high school!  We are so proud of you!

 

Ally was born on May 1, 2002 and baptized at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church on

November 10, 2002. From the very beginning Ally had a passion for life and a

deep love for St. Mark’s, her parents, and extended family. Ally has been

involved in the Church throughout her life. As a member of the St. Mark’s

Youth Group, she has enjoyed lock-ins, many mission trips, and volunteering at

the St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen and Room in the Inn. Her finest moment was

delivering the sermon on Youth Sunday in the summer of 2019 regarding her

improving relationship with her brother, Will. Ally is currently employed with

the company, Mathnasium, where she tutors younger kids with their math

skills. During her senior year, she was the captain of the Winter Guard squad

at Marvin Ridge High which included lengthy practices and out of town

competitions. Ally plans to major in Biology at Applalachian State University in

the fall, and plans to be a counselor at Lutherock Camp in Newland, NC

during her college summers. With God’s help, Ally will continue to serve

others and brighten the spirits of those around her.

 

Erin is in the Senior Class of 2020 at Cabarrus Charter Academy.  She has been

in the National Honor Society for her Junior and Senior year. She was on the

Yearbook committee during her Junior and Senior year. She plans to attend

Western Carolina University in the Fall of 2020 with a major in Forensic

Science. Her hobbies include reading good books, listening to music, and

spending time with family and friends.  Erin also has a 4 year old Husky named

Diesel who she loves, and she will miss him very much when she leaves for

College.

 

Evan graduated from Community School of Davidson where he was a

member of the men's tennis team and the National High School Honor

Society. He will be attending UNC Chapel Hill in the fall majoring in Business.

 

Karsen is a graduate of South Mecklenburg High School where he played on

the lacrosse team.  He worked at Harris Teeter and notably earned his Eagle

Scout award this year.  In the fall, he will attend the University of South

Carolina to study engineering.

Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Congratulations Seniors!



Hello Loaves & Fishes friends,

This week I wanted to start my weekly update by sharing hope. - Tina Postel,

Executive Director, Loaves & Fishes

 

Micah Hein is one of the temporary warehouse workers helping to pack

thousands of emergency food boxes for our hungry neighbors. Below, he

shares the hope he tosses in each box of food before he seals it shut.

 

Packing Hope, One Box At A Time 

"My main job is taping the boxes closed and organizing them on a pallet until

they are sent out a day or so later to a mobile site. Sure - the warehouse can

be hot and the work is monotonous. But every box I tape (which is currently

over 5000 boxes) and load onto a pallet, I imagine the family receiving it. I just

let my imagination go and picture an individual or family who just needs that

box. And when I put it on the pallet, I picture myself giving them that box. It is

the hope I need in this time: the awareness of the blessings in my life and the

motivation to continue to serve others as much as I can.”

 - Micah Hein, Essential Hunger Hero

 

Loaves and Fishes is an organization that provides nutritionally balanced

groceries to individuals and families in Mecklenburg County who are in a

short-term crisis. They served 2946 people last week (1111 were children and

192 seniors!).  You can go to their website to donate money. A donation of

$33 will provide an emergency food box filled with a week's supply of

nutritionally balanced groceries for a neighbor in need.  You can also send a

check to St Mark’s made out to St Mark’s marked for Loaves and Fishes and we

will make sure it gets to the appropriate place.

 

You may also continue to drop off “non-perishable” food items at the choir

room door Monday – Thursday 10:00 – 2:00.  They will be delivered to

LOAVES & FISHES.  loavesandfishes.org

Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

Save Your unwanted but still wearable clothing and bring to

church when we gather again.  Social Ministry will deliver all

donations to CRISIS ASSISTANCE for their “free store”

providing necessities for the homeless and very low income

families.

Lenten Boxes

If you still have not sent in your Lenten box donation for

JOURNEY PLACE, please do so this week.  A check will very

soon be sent to them for the purchase of the needed

bedframes and mattresses. There is now a category set up for

online Lenten box donations if you prefer to use that option.

Micah Hein

St. Mark's Choir Member

http://loavesandfishes.org/
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St. Mark's Soup Kitchen

Our Soup Kitchen was able to make a sizable donation to Loaves and Fishes. Thank you

to all who donated, including Harris Teeter, and to Susan and Charles Lakeman for

organizing, helping load and for Susan Ginns for transporting the food.

 

Soup Kitchen would like to thank all of our church members who have helped by

volunteering time and resources to the Soup Kitchen.  They are good at this time and will

continue to provide bag lunches to anyone who comes to the church on Thursdays.

Greetings, church family! I’m Diane Thornton and am coming to you on behalf of the Social Ministry Committee and those in need in

our community. I hope this greeting finds you and yours healthy and happy during this unprecedented time.  It is amazing how our

lives changed so drastically in a minute.  Record low unemployment took a drastic turn up.  People are struggling financially that just

two months ago were not and this is on top of our already vulnerable population.  With this in mind, we are coming to you with

different ways that you can safely help others in need.  The following opportunities will be added to our website and our “This Week

at St. Mark’s” next week.

 

Besides Loaves and Fishes, Second Harvest Food Bank is another good option to donate money and/or food items.  One of the many

ways they help our community is to provide the perishable items to Loaves and Fishes that our neighbors need with their food box. 

They also are the sponsors of School Backpack program that supplies food to school children that are economically vulnerable.  This is

still happening even though schools are closed.  Again, you can go to their website or give money through St Mark’s and we will

make sure it gets to them.  secondharvestmetrolina.org

 

Urban Ministries is who runs Room-in-the-inn and has merged with The Men’s Shelter.  As you can imagine this is a very trying time for

them to try and provide services for the homeless while keeping everyone safe.  You can go to their website and see more about them

and also ways to donate money or to buy items on their Amazon wish list.  One of their wish lists is for 70 men they have in a

dormitory who are there because they are on a path to getting jobs and have resources there to help.  Another more important one is

the Amazon wish list for the combined 6 campuses for things like tents, detergent, all-purpose cleaner, etc.  urbanministrycenter.org

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3TGAR7H8GVVFF?

ref_=wl_share#fireglass_params&tabid=a011d1c33bbde795&application_server_address=al-oxdc-fpi-

syt02.isolationproxy.wf1&popup=true&is_right_side_popup=false&start_with_session_counter=1

 

As we all know there are many worthwhile organizations to support, but these are a few that we have supported over the years that

we know and trust their work.  I thank you for your time and generosity and cannot wait for the day when we are back together!  

 

Love and God’s peace and blessings to all!

Temple Talk - "Christ's Work, Staying Safe" (May 24, 2020)

http://secondharvestmetrolina.org/
http://urbanministrycenter.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3TGAR7H8GVVFF?ref_=wl_share#fireglass_params&tabid=a011d1c33bbde795&application_server_address=al-oxdc-fpi-syt02.isolationproxy.wf1&popup=true&is_right_side_popup=false&start_with_session_counter=1
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Gifts & Memorials

Sarah East - Music Fund     

Neil & Charlotte Dixon – Youth    

Barry & Rachel Fulp - Stephen Ministries    

M. Dianne Thomas – Soup Kitchen     

Albert & Lillian McAulay Jr – Gifts and Memorials     

Mary Anne Dickson - Gifts and Memorials     

Jean W. Smith - Gifts and Memorials     

Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials    

Louise Cobb - Music Fund     

Laura & John White - Gifts & Memorials     

Sam & Nanette Temple - Gifts & Memorials    

Elizabeth Dowd - Gifts & Memorials     

Shirley Benfield - Gifts & Memorials     

Vivian, Tom & Kate Guthrie - Gifts & Memorials     

Fleetwood T. Lance - Gifts & Memorials     

Scott & Bev Brown - Gifts & Memorials     

Laura L. Taylor - Gifts & Memorials     

Tom and Judy Tolbert - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Betty Groetzinger

In Memory of Marshall Howard

Barry & Rachel Fulp – Music Fund

Sally McCauley – Reception Room Remodel

Sheila Parker – Reception Room Remodel

Ms. Sarah Ingle – Reception Room Remodel

Benny & Judy Cox - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Dr. Thomas Niedermeier

Mantissa Corp - Gifts & Memorials

Ms. Sarah Ingle – Music Fund

In Memory of Sarah Dagenhart

Sarah Ingle – Music Fund

Linda Carter – Music Fund

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

Evangelism
Reneau Van Landingham  Committee Chairperson

Like so many other things in life these days, evangelism has new challenges.

Our evangelistic efforts have become more digital in recent months.  The

website has been updated with the Quick Link Resources and the content is

updated several times each week.  The user traffic on the website has

increased noticeably since mid March.  

 

I invite you to participate in some, "digital evangelism" yourself by sending

friends and family a text or email with the St. Mark's website and Facebook

page links (shown on the right) and encourage them to explore the online

resources and enjoy the online worship Sundays at 9:30 am.

 

The front lawn at St. Mark's has a new banner message to bring

encouragement to people who drive and walk by.  Most people know that

churches are closed these days but this message communicates that we are

still the living body of Christ with opportunities for the community to explore

their faith and serve their neighbors.  

saintmarkscharlotte.org

facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran

http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/
http://facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran


Christian Education
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Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

""Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us" ELW 789 gives us images for both Psalm 23 and the parable of the good shepherd in John 10. The

hymn first appeared in the collection Hymns for the Young (London, 1836) compiled by Dorothy Thrupp (1779-1847), but we don't

know for certain she is the author, as she wrote anonymously or under pseudonyms. William Bradbury (1816-1868) wrote the

tune BRADBURY for this hymn, and it was published in his Sunday school book entitled Oriola (1859).

 

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" ELW  631 This hymn was first published in 1747 by the great English hymn writer Charles Wesley

(1707-1788), and is considered one of his most beloved hymns, perhaps only sharing highest popularity with "Hark! the Herald Angels

Sing" ELW 270, and "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today ELW 373). The idea for the hymn was taken  from a popular song by the poet John

Dryden, "Fairest isle, all isles excelling." Austin Lovelace writes of this hymn: "Its theme is the great thread of divine love which runs

through all of Wesley's hymns. After a prayer addressed to Christ to dwell within our lives, the hymn turns to the theme of

sanctification--God's 'great salvation' is sufficient to deliver a Christian from the power as well as from the guilt of sin (2 Corinthians

5:17). Thus we are 'going on to perfection,' being 'changed from glory into glory' (2 Corinthians 3:18)." Wesley's hymn is beautifully

paired with the Welsh hymn tune HYFRYDOL, which means delightful, beautiful, sweet and melodious.

 

"Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow" ELW 884 & 885 Bishop Thomas Ken (1637-1711) is the author of this famous Doxology.

This text is actually the final stanza of three hymns written for the boys at Winchester College, one of the oldest public preparatory

schools in England. His instructions read: "Be sure to sing the morning and evening hymn in your chamber devoutly, remembering

that the psalmist, upon happy experience, assures you that it is a good thing to tell of the loving kindness of the Lord early in the

morning and of his truth in the night season." The term Doxology can be broadly defined as an expression of the glory of God. From

the Roman liturgy there are two texts, the Lesser Doxology "Gloria Patri" (Glory Be to the Father), and the Greater Doxology, the "Glory

to God in the Highest", included in our Lutheran Liturgy. American churches often use the Doxology at the Offertory, as we planned to

sing today at St. Mark's. OLD HUNDREDTH is one of the tunes from the Genevan Psalter (1562), and received its name from pairing

with a metrical setting of Psalm 100.

We Sing the Faith

Worship with us on Sundays at 9:30 am.

Use this link: www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran

Save the Dates!  On August 2nd and 3rd, the Christian Education Committee will sponsor a Vacation Bible School for

adults! This year's topic: Gifted to Serve.  Learn about your spiritual gifts while considering God's call on your life.  We

will meet in person at St. Mark's if possible.  If we are still adhering to social distancing policies, we will move the VBS to

the virtual realm.  Either way, we look forward to a compelling time of learning and fellowship!

Adult VBS
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Hymn Suggestions: Holy Trinity, Second, Third

and Fourth Sundays After Pentecost 2020

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins the

liturgy. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel,

Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the

Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us

always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed,

and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

 

Hymns: ELW 413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!   NICAEA

              ELW 412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity  KINGSFOLD

              ELW 525 You Are Holy (Offertory) DU AR HELIG

              ELW 473 Holy, Holy, Holy (sing three times) ARGENTINE SANTO

              ELW 414 Holy God, We Praise Your Name  GROSSER GOTT

Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers

into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s

table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry.

 

Hymns: ELW 575 In Christ, Called to Baptism   ST. DENIO

              ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) KELVINGROVE

              ELW 686 We Give Thee but Thine Own (stanzas 1 & 2) (Offertory) HEATH

              ELW 485 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  BICENTENNIAL

              ELW 576 We Are One in Mission   KUORTANE

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection from those who do not

want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid, for

God’s accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace

and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to

witness to Christ in the world.

 

Hymns: ELW 660 Lift High the Cross   CRUCIFER

              ELW 802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus   LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN

              ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together (stanza one) (Offertory) BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

              ELW 732 Borning Cry   WATERLIFE

              ELW 661 I Love to Tell the Story   HANKEY

June 7, 2020: The Holy Trinity

June 14, 2020:  Second Sunday after Pentecost

June 21, 2020:  Third Sunday after Pentecost

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s

Gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we

are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

 

Hymns: ELW 453 Baptized and Sent Free   BAPTIZED AND SET FREE

              ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound   NEW BRITAIN

              ELW 641 All Are Welcome (stanza one) (Offertory) TWO OAKS

              ELW 483 Here Is Bread   HEAR IS BREAD

              ELW 824 This Is My Father’s World   TERRA PATRIS

June 28, 2020:  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost





Catching Up....
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What they've been doing.. 

 

Charlotte is working and spraying

Lysol on her shoes once getting

home from the hospital! Lol!

 

Claire is working on refinishing a

piece of furniture.. so once she's

finished with exams and can work

on it again. 

 

The Property committee (Neil)

zoomed a meeting too and some of

them have been to church to check

on repairs.

Neil & Charlotte Dixon Reneau & Laura Van Landingham

With Reneau working from home, they have been taking

advantage of the South Fork River Park at the end of their

street by walking there during lunch and canoeing on the

weekends.  Here is a link to a video Reneau put together of

their most recent trip:   https://youtu.be/O651RO56FTs

 

Gretchen Dodge

She has found her bliss -

cleaning closets and

reading!! Cato likes to help.

Chris & Melissa Parrish

Like everyone else, we took advantage of

the great spring weather and did some

gardening. We built a shade garden in a

much neglected part of our back yard

and a privacy screen with random wood

we had lying around the house. We also

played around with baking bread.

The English Family

During the stay-at-home order, the Englishes have kept busy and spent lots of time together. Erin's teaching duties were moved

online. Alex's UNCC courses were moved online, and he has done his best to stay connected with the youth and children's

families if St. Mark's. The girls' schooling and ballet classes were moved online. They were most excited to learn that they could

expect a new little sibling in October! For fun, we've gone hiking a few times, planted a small vegetable garden, held socially

distant visits with the girls' grandparents, and made a recent outing to a Phase 2 compliant mini-golf center. We have enjoyed our

extra time together, but we are looking forward to rejoining the congregation for in-person worship at the appropriate time.



Russell & Valerie Clark

In early May, we celebrated our son, Paul's graduation from

Auburn University with a Bachelor of Software Engineering

and his commissioning as a U.S. Marine Corps Second

Lieutenant.  In October he will begin six months of training at

The Basic School in Quantico, VA.  We wish God's blessings

on Paul and all with whom he serves.

The Schwartz Family

Marty and Dawn have both been working

from home. In his downtime Marty has

been restoring a 1912 typewriter from

Dawn's parent's house.  Dawn

has enjoyed putting together puzzles

including the family puzzle that she

received for Mother’s Day.  The kids have

been playing ping pong and are glad to

be done with the school year.  They all

enjoyed volunteering at the Soup Kitchen

a few weeks ago.

Mari has been making masks to give away at

church, if needed (Pastor is modeling his). Mari

has also been the gardener, and pruner of

bushes and trees, and Oliver is the job-site

foreman. Pastor Tim has been busy keeping up

with St. Mark's emerging online presence,

writing, and checking in on folks by phone. He

also likes to cook on Friday nights.

Pastor Tim and Mari

We want to hear from you!!  Send a few sentences and some pictures of

what you've been up to during this stay-at-home time!

Email them to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

Early on April 30 heavy rains led to flooding from the patio into the

church office, hallway, narthex, and into the basement in several

areas. Parts of the basement ceiling collapsed. The Property

Committee responded quickly, and industrial fans and

dehumidifiers dried the affected areas out to prevent mold.

On the evening of May 22, a powerful

tornado swept through Edgehill Park,

just missing the church by about 50

feet, and knocking down at least ten

large trees in the park and across the

streets on both sides of the park.


