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May ReMarks deadline is 4/20

Email articles/pictures to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

Dear Friends in Christ,

 

 I apologize that the April ReMarks is being published a few days late. Your pastor did not plan to skip the April ReMarks as an April Fools’ Day

kind of prank; rather, these past weeks have been a very busy, strange and surreal time. Perhaps you have also experienced a surreal sense of

time and reality as we face a global pandemic. Our lives, with their reassuring daily patterns, have been turned upside down and thrown

into disorder, as we are forced into new work and school obligations from home, as we face limited access to certain resources, and as we try

to cooperate with our governor’s executive order to “stay at home.” If only we could gather at church once a week to encourage one another

in difficult times through worship and fellowship, but this too, has been temporarily taken away from us.

 

 The encouraging thing is that we are not alone; societies and churches around the world are in very similar situations. I can think of no

instance in my lifetime in which global human community has been so profoundly changed by a singular emergency. The COVID-19 illness

respects neither national borders nor human life. In a very real way, we see our common humanity with sisters and brothers around the

world through our shared human weakness and frailty. Know that you are daily in my prayers for peace and strength during this time of

testing and trial. May we uphold one another in prayer, and use our technology to stay connected to one another.

 

 Because we cannot worship together, we are trying something new in streaming a live Service of the Word every Sunday at 9 am on

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/). You do not need to join Facebook to participate. We are also working to

renovate our website so that it will be a place for renewal and spiritual connection with resources for devotion and prayer, music, youth

and family, social ministry, and meditation on God’s word. Please look for an upcoming announcement about the renovated website. St.

Mark’s social ministry continues to care for our neighbors through the Soup Kitchen and Loaves and Fishes.  We remain committed to helping

those who are hungry in our community.

 

 In the midst of crisis and disorder, we may also find ourselves spiritually hungry. Paul reminds us that there is peace in the congregation that

is the body of Christ. Though we may feel anxious and afraid, God’s steadying presence continues to offer us peace. As we struggle against a

feeling of disorder, even despair, I encourage you to remain spiritually connected to the abiding peace that comes with the presence of the

risen Christ. May we celebrate Easter knowing that nothing, absolutely nothing,separates us from the love of God in Christ Jesus!

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Tim McKenzie

“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace - as in all the congregations of the Lord's people.”  (1 Corinthians 14:33 NIV)



A LOOK BACK AT MARCH

Several of our youth helped set up the fellowship

hall for a Tuesday Room In The Inn.
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Youth Volunteer for RITI

Cherub Choir

Thank you to Alex English and the

children for blessing us with their

uplifting musical selections.

Empty Church

Running Works

As we practice Social Distancing, new

opportunites for worship have emerged.

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am

on Facebook Live:

 

www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran

In early March, St. Mark’s gave the Charlotte nonprofit

organization, Running Works, a gift of $15,383.33,

which had been previously approved at the January

Annual Meeting. Pictured are Pastor Tim and Running

Works representative, Matt Sharp (photo taken before

“social distancing” was in place).



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

CONGREGATION COUNCIL Minutes

 Monday, March 9, 2020

 

1. CALL TO ORDER……………………………………………………………… Ron Wenzel

Present: Ron Wenzel, Lowell Engelhard, Chris Miller, Jane Thompson, Pastor Tim McKenzie, Marc Ginns, Carol Goodall, Layton Campbell, Sophie

Schwartz, Jane McCall, Sally McCauley, Gretchen Dodge, John Simon, Wayne Sams, Susan League 

 

II. DEVOTIONS.................................................................................................Gretchen Dodge

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES……………………………………………......…..............Ron Wenzel

Council Meeting on 2/10/2020 minutes – Motion to approve the minutes was made by Susan League, the motion was seconded by Carol

Goodall.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

IV. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT……………………………………..........Jane Thompson

Jane reported on January 2020. Operating = 55,177; expenses = 61,815 (6,638 unfavorable). However, SMLC paid out the annual insurance

premium ($16,298) in January, resulting in an unusually high January expenses. Contributions were up compared to same time period in 2019. 

 

V.  PASTOR'S REPORT…………………………………………..……......Pastor Tim McKenzie

Sarah Dagenhart Committal & Memorial Service; February 22nd  - committal service for Jane Love; Lenten theme; 2/27 – met with Marrissa Krey

on ELCA Mission Advancement; 3/2 – met with AA liaison about security commitments; (See Pastor report markups for other items). 

 

VI.  COMMITTEE REPORTS

Evangelism – Layton Campbell – Report was sent out. Please read in detail. Committee mission statement is being reviewed. Budget request was

reviewed to bring it in-line with given budget. 

Worship and Music – Lowell Engelhard - No report received. Still collecting information on Sound System and Baptismal font plating. St.Mark’s

will have outside 8:30 service on Easter, 2020. American Guild Organist concert will be held on August 16th. William & Mabel Doser have left a

generous bequest to the St. Mark’s Music Fund. Discussion is on-going as to how to use the funds, suggestions are being requested. 

Stewardship - Gretchen Dodge/Wayne Sams – No report received.  Surveys for envelopes have been received, but still accepting any outstanding

ones. Committee will meet on Monday night to discuss upcoming Stewardship appeal. 

Finance – Chris Miller - No report received. Looking to increase transparency with the budget, look for that in the Re:Mark’s! 

Youth -Sophie Schwartz - Alex English's Youth report was sent to Council members. Mission Madness is coming up soon, please come – March

22nd!  BBQ can be pre-ordered and also enjoyed by the plate. 

Christian Ed. – Carol Goodall - No report received. Met in February, reviewed the policies and procedures, discussed Sunday School offering. 

Property - Sally McCauley – Report was sent out. A new Hobart would cost approximately $13,500, and other expenses would occur if updating

to code is needed.  There is no cost to fix the present machine that we have due to its age. We need to decide if we should fix or replace.  Spring

cleanup – March 28th; Security doors being examined and deciding what to do; evacuation plan being formed; There is a need for a battery for

the AED.   

Social Ministry - Susan League -  Report sent out from Susan Ginns. RITI goes through March. 

Gifts and Memorials/Endowment - John Simon – No Report received. Details are needed for where the checks are to go for the Endowment

distributions.  $12,083 – Available balance for uses for St. Mark’s from Gifts & Memorials. 

Congregational Life -Jane McCall - No report received. 

Personnel - Marc Ginns - No report.
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VII.     OLD BUSINESS

·

Pastor to give Communion Assistant Training – Planned for April 13th after devotions.

·

Mission Plan & Upcoming Congregational Council Meeting Review – On March 15th, we will meet here at St. Mark’s.

 

 

VIII.     NEW BUSINESS

·

COVID-19 – Council discussed attention to be given to users of the church, encouraging use of hand sanitizer and washing of hands using soap

and warm water. Please communicate well at programs such as RITI and Soup Kitchen. Pastor sent an email with health tips. Changes are coming

– Communion will be with small cup at each service, Hand Sanitizer is available in Narthex and Gathering Space. Chris Miller can serve as a

central point of contact of virus information from Novant.

·

William Doser gift – See W&M notes above.

·

Soup Kitchen Procedures – There are many things to do when using the kitchen, how to run machines, when to check rooms, security steps,

how to leave the facilities when done, we all want to keep the kitchen in good shape and able to be used by several groups. Pastor

recommended a Soup Kitchen Committee be formed.

·

Security – Property is working on planning for security.

 

IX.        INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

·

Lutheran Family Services  - will use room at the church March 24th & 25th for a meeting. They will meet 9AM – 4:30PM.

 

X.        ADJOURNMENT...........................................................................................................Ron Wenzel
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On Wednesday April 15, Pastor McKenzie will

begin a new midweek series titled, “Easter

People - Alive with Hope” The new weekly

devotional series will bring together scripture

and historical voices from the history of the

church. It is hoped that we might make new

discoveries and gain hope from others who

have also responded to God’s word. The new

series will be distributed via email in PDF

format, and also available online on St. Mark’s

renovated website (saintmarkscharlotte.org)

for PDF download. Please take time during the

week to be encouraged with hope for

tomorrow by the presence of God’s living

word.

Pastor's New Midweek Series

Please visit St. Mark’s renovated website

(saintmarkscharlotte.org). We have been working

hard to make our website a place of spiritual

connection by offering new resources. There are a

number of new things: Sunday Worship Videos,

Midweek Meditations, the “Empty Sanctuary

Recording Project”, Youth and Family Resources,

Social Ministry Activities, Church Communications.

 

As we increasingly experience life apart from one

another, please use St. Mark’s renewed website as

a place for renewed community with one another

and deepened community with God!

St. Mark's Renewed Website



"What Wondrous Love Is This" ELW 666 is an example of the richness that is present in the hymnody of rural nineteenth-century

America, especially in the region of the Southern Appalachian mountains. Both text and tune are anonymous. The hymn first

appeared in a Methodist songbook, published in Lynchburg, Virginia in 1811, with the lengthy title: A General Selection of the

Newest and Most Admired Hymns and Spiritual Songs Now in Use. Evangelical Lutheran Worship includes four of the original

six stanzas (a Baptist songbook from the time boasted seven stanzas). Each stanza has a single thought, and is accentuated by

repetition. The tune WONDROUS LOVE is from the shape-note singing tradition, especially popular in rural America. This is a

system of musical notation where the shapes of the heads of the printed notes represent pitches of the musical scale, without

having to learn the names of keys or lines and spaces. Randy Peterson writes of this hymn in his book Be Still My Soul "One

thing about Appalachian music: it's communal. It is not performance driven; people participate. Even today, groups gather for

hymn sings with shape-note songbooks. This communal aspect is important to remember. When we sing, 'What Wondrous

Love Is This' we're asking the question of our own souls, but in the act of singing in a group, we are also sharing our wonder

with others. We worship in a community of souls who have been touched by God's awesome love

 

"Seed That in Earth is Dying" ELW 330 was written in 1978 by Svein Ellingsen (b.1929), a leading hymn writer in Norway.

Ellingsen had a major influence in the Nordic hymn renaissance of the 1960's, especially in his endeavors toward writing that

reflects "the new simplicity". Many of his texts are used equally as hymns, devotional readings, and prayers. Paul Westermeyer,

author of the Hymnal Companion to Evangelical Lutheran Worship says of Ellingsen's writing: "Although he has written hymns

for a great variety of subjects, the theme that runs through all of them is the gladness found in one's faith, even in times of great

distress". German born composer Harold Herresthal (b.1944) wrote the music for this hymn. He is organist at a church in Oslo

and a professor at the Norwegian Academy of Music.

Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson
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We Sing the Faith

"Given the extended Stay at Home quarantine order, our director

and board has decided to cancel the spring semester rehearsals and

concerts.  This includes weekly Tuesday evening rehearsals and the

concert scheduled at SMLC on May 12th.   For now, QCR is planning

to resume its regular schedule in August for the fall semester. 

 

Hopefully, this pandemic will be over long before then.



Worship & Music
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Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of

paradox:  like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration

today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are

invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We

begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.

 

Hymns: ELW 344 All Glory, Laud, and Honor   VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

              ELW 351 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN

              ELW 338  Beneath the Cross of Jesus (stanza one) (Offertory) ST. CHRISTOPHER

              ELW 616  Jesus, Remember Me (sing three times) REMEMBER ME

              ELW 347  Go to Dark Gethsemane   GETHSEMANE

Hymn Suggestions: Sunday of the Passion, Maundy Thursday,

Good Friday and Easter Day 2020

April 5, 2020 Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

April 9, 2020 Maundy Thursday

Thisevenin g our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three

Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his

commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give

and receive love in this humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are

transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the

coming days.

 

Hymns:  ELW 323 God Loved the World   ROCKINGHAM OLD

               ELW 359  Where Charity and Love Prevail   TWENTY-FOURTH

               ELW 338  Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ST. CHRISTOPHER

April 10, 2020 Good Friday

Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of

God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the

whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the

promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed the tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate the culmination

of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil.

 

Hymns:   ELW 349  Ah, Holy Jesus   HERZLIEBSTER JESU

                ELW 803  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  HAMBURG

April 12, 2020 Resurrection of our Lord/Easter Sunday

This is the day that the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no

partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words,

and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are

astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love.

 

Hymns:   ELW 365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today   EASTER HYMN

                ELW 364 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia   MFURAHINI, HALELUYA



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com

Page 7

May at a Glance

May 30: Confirmation Dinner + Rehearsal

May 31: Confirmation Sunday

Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

Due to the Corona virus, Urban Ministry unfortunately ended ROOM IN THE INN

2 weeks early.  With only 15 weeks instead of 17 we are still grateful to report

how many homeless we served.  Without your part in the program 87 men

and 60 women would have spent a cold night on the streets, in their cars or

in an over crowded shelter if there was room.  Instead they were warm, well fed,

able to shower and do their laundry.  They also received friendly conversation,

respect and caring from the St. Mark's volunteers they encountered.

 

We apologize for not mentioning everyone who served in some capacity, but

there were many who served multiple times we would like to recognize.

Van pickup and return:  Lowell Engelhard, Sean Fielding and Richard

Cansler  Setting up the sleep area:  Clayton Payne.  Picking up neighbors from

uptown and their return in the morning:  Ken Williams and Rob Johnson

And our heroes, the Night Sitters, many serving multiple times: 

Susan League, Susan Ginns, Diane Thorton, Gretchen Payne, Clayton Payne,

Dave Dunlap, Pastor McKenzie, Alex English, Chris Parrish, Marc Ginns, Tom

Tolbert, Eddie Goodall, Derek Dittner, Mike Doyne, and Shelley Mobley.

So much of Youth Ministry, like all of congregational

ministry, is about spending time together, celebrating

together when members experience a triumph, and

empathizing with members when tough situations occur. 

Youth Ministry is hard to do when we cannot be in the

same room with one another, but teenagers are perhaps

the best-equipped members in the church to experience

community via technological means.  We have begun

holding a Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 2:30 pm for any

youth members who want to converse, share struggles,

have a few laughs, and pray together.  I have also begun

posting mini-devotions twice per week on our Youth

Instagram page (@st.marks.youth if you are interested).  On

top of these things, I am sending out resources in the

weekly Youth and Children Newsletter that goes out to

families.  We will continue to look for new ways to hold a

virtual space in which our youth, children, and families can

engage with one another as the body of Christ.



Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson
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Book Study Group

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group was scheduled to meet on

Thursday, April 23, at 10 am in the reception room.  Our book this

month is Nothing Ventured by Jeffrey Archer.  Please contact

Judy Tolbert for more information.

All church activities are cancelled until further notice. Be sure to watch your

email for updates on your favorite Congregational Life fellowship opportunities.

Property
Genna Hurley  Committee Chairperson

For years St. Mark’s has been recycling

batteries that members bring in.  Gene

Daniels has been the faithful member

taking the batteries to a Charlotte/

Mecklenburg recycling location.  Gene is

now retiring from his battery recycling

duties and St. Mark’s needs some other

member to take on this task.  Gene is more

than happy to talk with someone about this

task.  Please consider taking on this task of

helping out our environment.

Battery Recycling
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Sarah Dagenhart

     Evelyn Gerdes - Reception Room Remodel

     Linda Carter - Music Fund

     Mrs. Stuart Elliott - Gifts & Memorials

     East Wing Sunday Night Gathering - Gifts & Memorials

     Kevin & Suzanne Bunke - Gifts & Memorials

     Joan Martin - Gifts & Memorials

     Anne Chaplin - Gifts & Memorials

     Boyd & Frances Campbell - Gifts & Memorials

     John J Parker III - Gifts & Memorials

     Sig & Judy Huitt - Gifts & Memorials

     Van & Kay Weatherspoon - Gifts & Memorials

     Roi M Penton - Gifts & Memorials

     WZ & Catherine Bradford - Gifts & Memorials

     June Carver - Gifts & Memorials

     JB & Mary Lou Kiser - Gifts & Memorials

     Robert V Knight Jr - Gifts & Memorials

     Chuck & Kelly Harris - Gifts & Memorials

     James & Beverly Nance - Gifts & Memorials

     Sarah Ingle - Music Fund

     Donal & Patricia Kinney - Gifts & Memorials

     Marion A Cowell - Gifts & Memorials

     Donn & Dottie Toney - Gifts & Memorials

     Mike & Lynn Watson - Gifts & Memorials

     Quest Book Club - Gifts & Memorials

     Wardie Martin - Gifts & Memorials

     Williams Petty - Gifts & Memorials

     Ed & Jan Brown - Gifts & Memorials

     Arnie Hein -  Music Fund

     Dorothy Hodges - Gifts & Memorials

     John & Anne Barry - Gifts & Memorials

     Percy & Lillian Smith Jr - Gifts & Memorials

     Betty Lentz - Gifts & Memorials

     Alan & Jackie Harms - General Fund

     Kevin & Karen Feezor - Gifts & Memorials

     Katherine Belk - Gifts & Memorials

     Marcus & Sarah Harris - Gifts & Memorials

     Mary May Gillespie - Gifts & Memorials

     Williams & Lee Taylor - Gifts & Memorials

     Richard Cullen - Gifts & Memorials

     John  Miller Jr - Gifts & Memorials

     Pocahontas Bidgood/Jefferson Brown - Gifts & Memorials

     Paul & Martha Johansson - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Norma Hein

     Sarah East - Gifts & Memorials

 

Memory of Sarah Dagenhart

     Chris & Ruth Gammon - Gifts & Memorials

     Howard Freeze/Gail Wilkins - Stephen Ministries

     M/M Emsley Laney Jr - Gifts & Memorials

     Gene & Marie Anne Daniels - Gifts & Memorials

     Mary Barry - Gifts & Memorials

     Tom & Sandy Meckley - Gifts & Memorials

     Ann Thomas, Carolyn Davis, Dan Stevenson and

     Davis & Ann Colley - Gifts & Memorials

     Richard Stockton - Gifts & Memorials

     Patricia M Schaffer - Gifts & Memorials

     John Foust - Gifts & Memorials

     Wayne & Jill Nelson - Stephen Ministries

      Barbara Cooper - Gifts & Memorials

     Sandra Brewer - Gifts & Memorials

     Janet Bradshaw - Gifts & Memorials

     Dr/Mrs Erich-Oskar Wruck - Gifts & Memorials

     David & Carol Petty - Gifts & Memorials

     Penelope D Love - Gifts & Memorials

     M/M Lawrence Wick - Gifts & Memorials

     Jane P Liles - Gifts & Memorials

     Steven & Barbara Sprinkle - Gifts & Memorials

     Carlton & Barbara Burton - Stephen Ministries

     Joel & Cathy Ritchie - Gifts & Memorials

     Letitia E Thompson - Gifts & Memorials

     Barbara D Scott - Gifts & Memorials

     Nancy Black Norelli - Gifts & Memorials

     Bill Garrabrant - Gifts & Memorials

     Beverly L MacBain - Gifts & Memorials

     Stuart  & Joanne Dickson - Gifts & Memorials

     Dickson Foundation Inc - Gifts & Memorials

     Hilton & Betty Ruth Jr - Gifts & Memorials

     Jane Cunningham - Gifts & Memorials

     Janet M Haack - Gifts & Memorials

     Richard & Nancy Thiqpen - Gifts & Memorials

     M/M James G Babb - Gifts & Memorials

     Bill & Peggy White Jr - Gifts & Memorials

     Hamlin & Julia Wade - Gifts & Memorials

     Keith & Letty Stoneman - Gifts & Memorials

     Benne & Martha Hutson - Gifts & Memorials


