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Dear Friends in Christ,

 

Every Sunday after Holy Communion, we sing the “Song of Simeon” above, giving thanks for what we have seen and experienced of God’s

grace in word and sacrament. These words of praise, originally spoken by Simeon upon seeing and holding the infant Jesus, are also our words as

we praise God for the salvation we have seen and touched in Christ Jesus.

 

Forty days after Jesus’ birth, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple to be blessed. On February 2, the church calendar remembers this

event as the “Presentation of Our Lord.” The Gospel of Luke tells us of a righteous and devout man named Simeon, to whom “it had been

revealed…that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.” Simeon was at the end of his life, and his words reveal a lifetime of

faithful anticipation of the Messiah. Simeon expressed inner peace and hope about the future because he saw the future confirmed in the present

moment as he held the infant Jesus.

 

Like Simeon, we bring a lifetime of faith and hope to our experience of Christ Jesus, realizing that living in Christ today is also our hope for

tomorrow. As the glow of the New Year fades and we are faced with the ongoing challenges of daily life, like Simeon, our hope is that the light of

Christ will shine for all nations and peoples. Evil and darkness will not go unanswered; the future of the world is in God’s steadfast care. Christ’s

reign of light and mercy are with us in the present moment and will illuminate the future.

 

The challenge of the life of faith is to remain hopeful about God’s presence in our lives and the world. Though we may be tired by the cares of life,

word and sacrament restore us to the unity of Christ’s body so that together we might see and point to the salvation that God has prepared for

all people. At St. Mark’s, we are one in Christ’s body. Like Simeon, we realize that in Christ salvation is for all people, and all people are welcome

at St. Mark’s.

 

Simeon’s Song reminds us that God’s grace sends us in peace to be servants. We are called to share the light of Christ with all people. God’s mission

depends upon each of us and our faithfulness in worship, in giving, in service. May we be the light of Christ for the world!

 

Grace and peace, Pastor Tim McKenzie

“Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared

in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:31-32)



A LOOK BACK AT JANUARY

Children at the 8:30 am service now enjoy a special

sermon from Pastor Tim!!
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Children's SermonEthnic Restaurant Group

Several members gathered on the 21st

at 1900 Mexican Grill for good food,

fun and fellowship.

Youth Laser Tag

On Friday, January 10th, our students gathered for

an evening of fun and fellowship at Laser Quest.

Epiphany Season

One of our members captured this image at just

the right angle that caused him to call this image

"Slam Dunk Jesus."  How would you caption this

picture??



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

The Council met on January 13th. 

 

After Lowell Engelhard gave the devotion, Jane Thompson gave a financial report that the church finished 2019 slightly favorable to the

budget. The detailed report will be shared at the January Annual meeting.

 

Kay Sehorn was a special guest and the direction of the Strategic Planning Committee was discussed.  There will be a core team with Council

participating as an extended team.

 

Pastor Tim reported on St. Mark’s being awarded an award by the Charlotte Business Journal for giving to a non-Profit. St. Mark’s supported

RunningWorks this year as part of the distribution of the Endowment interest. There was also an article in the CBJ where St. Mark’s was

featured.

 

The ice machine in the kitchen has been replaced with a new model. The new model can produce 300 pounds of ice per day. The old

machine was worn out and needed replacement.  Thanks to the Soup Kitchen and the Social Ministry Committee for providing funding.

 

The upcoming agenda for the 2020 Congreagtional Meeting on January 26 was discussed. It is hoped that all members of St. Mark’s will

attend.

 

The Rise Against Hunger meal packing event will be held again at St. Mark’s on August 5th, 2020.   Volunteers are needed to help in this

wonderful cause/event.
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Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Sunday School

9:30 am - 10:15 am

Sunday, February 2:  Souper Bowl of Caring  

Noon   |  Fellowship Hall

Taking donations for Urban Ministry Center

Godly Play for ages 4-10 in Room 218

Confirmation Class for grades 6-8 in Room 105 (Confirmation Room)

High School Class in Room 104 (Youth Room)

 
Calling all soup makers!  Whether you have a secret family recipe or a

new recipe you’d like to try out, all soups are welcome for this fellowship

and service event. Let Alex know if you’d like to bring a soup to share.

High School youth will help set up during Sunday School.  All youth

are encouraged to help clean up at the conclusion of the lunch.

Sunday, February 9:

Cherub Choir singing during 10:30 service

Rehearsals will be at 10:05 am on February 2nd and 9th in the Godly Play

Room!

Sunday, February 9: Mentors

Invited to Confirmation Class

9:30-10:15 in the Confirmation Room

February 21-23: LYO Assembly 

Embassy Suites Greensboro

  We will join with hundreds of other ELCA youth from

around the state for a weekend of Bible study, worship,

fellowship, and fun!

Questions? Contact Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com.

Please follow the weekly

Youth and Children email

newsletter for possible

updates.



You are invited to our annual mission trip to the Appalachian Mountains through the Appalachian Service Project! This year, we will

be going to Jonesville, VA for the first time.  We will partner will local residents to make home safer, warmer, and dryer.

 

Would you consider participating?

 

When? April 23-26, 2020.  We will travel in a caravan to Jonesville on Thursday, April 23.  We will have two work days in the

surrounding areas on Friday and Saturday.  We will return to Charlotte on Sunday, April 26 by mid-afternoon.

 

Who? This trip is open to all congregation members 18 years or older.  You do not need any special skills.  During the registration

process, you will have the opportunity to list your current skills.  Appalachian Service Project will put us on work sites with jobs that

we are capable of doing, or jobs that they can train us on how to do.  Many of our participants have had few construction skills, but

they have been trained on the job and have been able to serve meaningfully.  It only takes a willingness to serve to make this a

successful mission trip!

 

Why? God calls us to serve our neighbor.  Helping people to maintain safer, warmer, and dryer homes is one way we can do that. 

These trips also offer a chance to build relationships with our fellow St. Mark's members.  While everyone has a different experience,

all of our participants in the first four trips have found this time to be meaningful and grace-filled.

 

Cost? The cost to attend this mission trip is $140.  These funds go to Appalachian Service Project to help cover the cost of building

materials and for our meals.  $60 is due by February 9, and the final $80 is due by March 15.  Checks can be made to St. Mark's

Lutheran Church and given to Alex English (or put into his box in the mail room).  You will also need to bring payment for meals on

the road.  If cost is a deterrent for you to attend this mission trip, please let Alex know at dymalexenglish@gmail.com, and he will

discreetly work something out with you.

Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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Social Ministry
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We have reached the halfway point of our RITI ministry for this year.  Our

homeless neighbors have been very grateful to have a warm place to relax

and sleep, delicious meals, a hot shower, a washer-dryer to launder their

clothes, books and magazines to read and a plasma TV for movie watching. 

They are provided with a toiletry bag containing a toothbrush, toothpaste,

travel size deodorant, travel size body lotion, a packet of tissues and a chap

stick.  All of these items have been donated by you our faithful congregation,

along with warm socks and bedtime snacks.  Our showers are equipped

with dispensers for shower gel, shampoo and conditioner.  Our goal is to

make our neighbors feel comfort and accepted.  The most important thing

we offer is interaction with volunteers who care.  Won’t you be one of those

volunteers?  We still have a few open spots, especially as night sitters, so

please check the sign up poster in the gathering place and volunteer.  We

can’t do it without it!!  

In memory of Hap Kendrick

   Harry & Betty Kendrick - World Hunger

   Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials

   Sarah East - Gifts & Memorials

   Alan & Jackie Harms - Pastor's Discretionary Fund

   Mac & Mary Jane King - Gifts & Memorials

 

In memory of Ed Marz

   Faye Blankenship - Reception Room Fund

 

In memory of Thomas Waggoner Sr

   Jane Wagoner - Gifts & Memorials

   David & Linda Wyatt - Gifts & Memorials

 

Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In memory of  Norma Hein

   Barbara Baker - Music Fund

   Stephen & JoAnn Ball - Music Fund

   Reese & Jean Cossart - Music Fund

   Karen Covington - Music Fund

   Larry & Sarah Dagenhart - Music Fund

   Kenneth & Irene Hall - Music Fund

   James C Harper Jr - Music Fund

   Julia Hite - Music Fund

   Stephen & Terri Huntley - Music Fund

 

In memory of Barbara McLendon

  John & Marilyn Graham Jr - Pastor's Discretionary Fund

 

Donors for the redesign of the Reception Room:

   Barbara Baker, Richard and Millie Cansler, Faye Blankenship, Karen Covington, Gretchen Dodge, Evelyn Gerdes,

   Joanne Marz, Sally McCauley, Pastor Tim and Mari McKenzie, Judy, Tom and Roxi Tolbert, The Memorial Fund.

 

Gifts may still be made to the “Reception Room Designated Fund” (As of January 1, 2020 the remaining balance was

$5,075.52).

In memory of Alice Ballenger

   Sarah East - Music Fund

   Sally McCauley - Music Fund

   Larry & Sarah Dagenhart - Music Fund

 

In memory of Linda Simon

Steve C Teague - Gifts & Memorials

 

In memory of John East

John & Marilyn Graham Jr - Music Fund

 

 

 



Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson
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St. Mark's Seniors

Book Study Group

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, February

27, at 10 am in the small conference room.  Our book for the

month is Until Proven by Nora Gaskin, who will be with us for the

discussion.  For more information please contact Judy Tolbert.

Ethnic Restaurant Group

Wednesday, February 5, 2020, 10:15 in the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us and bring a guest

 

Ayanna Wakefield and Wendy Hickey from the Foundation For the Carolinas will be our guests. You

might wonder what the Foundation for the Carolinas does. They bring people together to help

Charlotte be the best city it can be.

 

Since 1958 they have been Charlotte’s center of philanthropy and civic engagement. From their location

on North Tryon Street, they invest in our community through grants to nonprofit organizations. Their

stunning event spaces are available to the public for meetings and wedding celebrations. The Luski-

Gorelick Center for Philanthropy is home to an art gallery that features works of local artists. Ayanna and

Wendy will tell us about the Foundation’s plans to build a new civic center. They’ll share this, and more

about the arts in Charlotte, with us on February 5.

 

Ayanna Wakefield has been with Foundation For The Carolinas for seven years, serving clients that

conduct competitive grant-making programs and/or have Board or Committees that determine grant

awards.  At FFTC, Ayanna and her colleagues work with individuals, nonprofits and corporations to

inspire philanthropy and help them achieve their philanthropic goals.  Originally from Oklahoma,

Ayanna has lived in Charlotte for 8.5 years, after falling in love with other cultural parts of the beautiful

Southeast. https://www.fftc.org/what_is_fftc

 

Ayanna will be joined by Wendy Hickey, Founder of ArtPOP Street Gallery. Wendy created ArtPOP in

2014 to ensure communities have never-ending access to public art, and that artists have the canvases

on which to create it.  Her 501c3 has been featured in 14 cities across the country and has provided

more than 300 artists with an opportunity to showcase their work on a grand scale.  Wendy has

received funding from different funding sources at FFTC to get started, and her efforts have had a big

impact on the artists with whom she works. http://www.artpopstreetgallery.com/founder

 

 

To make a reservation for lunch contact Judy Tolbert before Tuesday, February 4.

St Mark’s Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at Waldhorn German Restaurant on February 18th at 7:00 PM.  Wind your way to 12101

Lancaster Hwy, Pineville, NC 28134 for an evening of fellowship and simple, uncomplicated German cuisine. Both outside and inside

The Waldhorn looks like a postcard-image of a German inn.  With a little help from subtitles, the menu offers a wide variety of

appetizers, entrees, sides, and desserts that reflect foods Queen Charlotte may have enjoyed.  The bar has over 40 beers.  Entrees

include sausages, roasts, chops, birds, fish – and traditional sides such as red cabbage and spaetzle.  And, save room for dessert! All

are welcome!  We will have a reserved section with 4- and 6-top tables; pick your partners early or on arrival.  Please RSVP to Tom

Tolbert.

Ayanna Wakefield

Wendy Hickey



Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson
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The 60 voice National Lutheran Choir on tour in Charlotte, Saturday, February 22, 7:00 pm at

Christ Lutheran, Providence Road. Our St. Mark's Choir will be combining with other Lutheran

Churches in the region, in a massed choir of 200 singers, joining forces with the National

Lutheran Choir. The program will be under the direction of nationally known conductor,

composer and organist, David Cherwien. The choirs will perform a wide-ranging program of

music celebrating the breadth of the Lutheran choral tradition. Admission is free.

National Lutheran Choir



Worship & Music
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We Sing the Faith: "Historical and Spiritual Insight into the Hymns We Sing""Songs of Thankfulness and Praise" ELW 310 This

hymn received it's first publication in 1862 in the journal The Holy Year by Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885).

"Epiphany" means "manifestation" of Christ to the world, and the author used "manifest" twelve times to describe Christ's

birth, baptism, appearance at the wedding feast of Cana, healing the sick, and his powers over evil.Thus this hymn

becomes not only praise to God, but a time to learn more about Epiphany and about Christ himself.The tuneSALZBURG is a

late-seventeenth century German tune, probably written by Jakob Hintze (1622-1702), and the harmonization in

our Evangelical Lutheran Worship is simplified, and based on a setting by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

 

"Baptized and Set Free" ELW 453 was written for Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat center in Chelan, Washington. The

theme for the summer of 1996 conference center was "Baptized and Set Free", and hymn writer Cathy Skogen-Soldner (b.

1956) was inspired to write both the text and tune for that gathering. She says of this hymn "even though we may only use

a few handfuls of water when we baptize, I included larger bodies of water (ocean, fountain, river) to invite the singing

congregation to celebrate the generous heart of God. Our gracious God gifts us with mercy, love, healing, wholeness and

more than we can ask for or even imagine." This hymn is a new addition to the Holy Baptism selection of hymns in

our Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

We Sing the Faith

The Love Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 12

at 10:00 in the Large Conference room. Our program

will be led by Meg Fielding. Please bring your copy of

Gather magazine. We’ll study the February lesson on

discipleship. Come and bring a friend.

Christian Education
Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

Love Circle
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February Serving Schedule
Lectors
2/2    Kelsey Smith

2/9    Mary Ann Summer

2/16  Lisa Barnette

2/23  Mindy Curley

Greeters

Prayer Assistants

Ushers

Doug Milheim, Marc Ginns, 

Tabulators

Sound System
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2/2 & 2/9  Cliff Edahl, Susan

League, David Platt

 

2/16 & 2/23 David & Nancy

Kutscher, Jane McCall, Dianne

Thomas

Guest Coordinator

2/2     John Brumbaugh

2/9     Jonathan Lakeman

2/16   Neil Dixon

2/23   Roger Kuznia

2/2      Ralph Purpur

2/12    Larry Dagenhart, Jr.

2/16    Sophie Schwartz

2/23    Mike Doyne

2/2     Rebecca Finamore

2/9     Larry Lippert

2/16   Jay Jacob

2/23   Susan League

2/2     Patrick Huang, Judy Tolbert

2/9     Dale & Mary Lou Hopp

2/16   Mike & Tara Thompson

2/23   Chris Parrish, Evelyn Gerdes

Communion Assistants

2/2  John Simon, Mike Doyne, Jay Jacob, Larry

& Carol Lippert

 

2/9    Carol Goodall, Susan League, Sophie

Schwartz, Neil Dixon, Barbara Baker

 

2/16    Charles Lakeman, Tom Tolbert, Cliff

Edahl,  Kevin & Karen Feezor

 

2/23   Tom & Kay Sehorn, Bonnie Eckerd,

Lawanna StoeckelAcolyte/Crucifer

2/2     Lauren Dunlap, Riley Smith, Brady Ferner

2/9     Evan Wenzel, Alice Wenzel, Anna Kreps

2/16   Sophie Schwartz, Michael Huang

2/23   TBD

From the Church Office

Poinsettia wreath gift given by Lowell Engelhard in honor of Pastor Tim, Les Ackerman, Alex English and Kelly Zalinsky.

St. Mark’s was given information by the Charlotte Police Department on how to protect yourself against scams,

frauds and identity theft. Copies of booklets produced by the Federal Trade Commission and the North Carolina

Department of Justice are available for review in St. Mark’s Church Office. Basic rules that can protect all

consumers are:  Guard your numbers (SSN, credit card and bank account numbers). Don’t pay money up front

to get a loan, collect a prize, credit repair, etc. Don’t deposit a check and then agree to wire money to someone.

Be wary of door-to-door contractors. Avoid get-rich-quick schemes.It was noted in the “Scams & Fraud” booklet

published by the State of North Carolina that religious organizations and their members can become targets of

“scams of opportunity” in which their trust and desire to help others are taken advantage of.

Beware of Scams


