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Dear Friends in Christ,

 

We look with hope and expectation upon the New Year, yet we also don’t know what kind of year 2020 will become. Though we may already

have many things written into our brand new 2020 calendars, they are as yet unfulfilled.

 

So on the first day of the New Year, we have an opportunity to meditate on a festival in our Lutheran church calendar called the “Holy Name

of Jesus.” On this day Christians around the world remember that on the eighth day after Jesus was born, he was given the name “Yeshua,”

(‘Yahweh is salvation’), which is rendered in English as “Jesus.” There is a wonderful symmetry to the celebration of the birth of Jesus and his

naming that coincides with the beginning of a new year. Each year on January 1st we remember Jesus’ name, and what this name will mean for us

throughout the year.

 

In Jesus we realize God is not remote and timeless, but rather, God is in our very midst. In Jesus, we realize God’s self-revelation as the creative and

abiding love of the entire cosmos. In the creation account, God says: “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness” (Genesis

1:26). Though the Creator is infinite and the created is finite, the implication is that humanity was meant to contain the divine image. This is

historically described as “finitum capax infinitum” (the finite contains the infinite). In the incarnation event that is Christ Jesus, God’s infinite

eternity dwells in our finite earthly world, and in each of us.

 

On January 1st, we are invited to remember that in Jesus, God is seeking to restore the divine image in us. Through faith, Christ dwells in each of

us. Mary faithfully named her child “Jesus,” forever pointing us toward God’s salvation. Indeed, in the early church, Mary was described as the

“Theotokos” (the “bearer or mother of God”). Through the example of Mary we see the infinite God who seeks to dwell in our limited and finite lives

with all of their challenges, hopes and even calendar events.

 

Know that this year, the infinite love of God will again dwell in you and all you do. We are part of God’s salvation story. As you write your daily

calendar know that God is in the details – Jesus is in the events of our lives. Through our hands and voices the infinite love of God seeks to shape

this world. This year, again, may you allow the holy name of Jesus and his infinite love to transform all you are and all you do. 

 

Grace and peace, Pastor Tim McKenzie

“After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” (Luke 2:21)



A LOOK BACK AT DECEMBER

On December 8th, The Congregation Life team

prepared and served a beautiful brunch following

the 8:30 am service in the Chapel Narthex and

after the 10:30 am service in the Gathering Space.

It was a well-received time of fellowship and good

food.
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Advent BrunchChrismon Tree Set-Up

A phenomenal number of folks

participated in the annual Chrismon

Tree installation.  After all the fluffing

of the branches and the sorting of the

Chrismons, the tree was ready to

assemble and decorate.  Everyone

gathered at Dilworth Neighborhood

Grill for continued fellowship, lots of

laughs and good food.

Advent Wreath Making

On Sunday, December 1st at 9:30 am in the

fellowship hall, families gathered to create

beautiful Advent wreaths to use in our homes.

Advent Wreath Lighting

Each Sunday during Advent, a different St. Mark's

family lit the Advent wreath during both the 8:30

and 10:30 services.  We even had helpers to

extinguish the candles as well!!



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

December Council Highlights: The Council met on December 9th at St. Mark’s.

 

The work on the 2020 Mission Plan is in full swing.  It is still possible to make a financial commitment to St. Mark’s for 2020.  For those who

have not done so yet, please support St. Mark’s service to its members and to the community. Thank you to all who have made a financial

commitment for 2020.

 

St. Mark’s received a Charlotte Business Journal Award for the help given to Running Works charity in Charlotte.

 

Christmas postcards were sent out inviting the community to our Christmas Eve Service.

 

Two key pieces of equipment need serious help or replacement (ice maker and Hobart dishwasher).  Property is examining options and

gathering quotes.

 

The Council approved the Endowment distribution allocations to go to the Congregation for a vote at the January Congregational meeting.

 

The Reception room has been remodeled, please go by and see it.  Donations towards the remodel are welcome, approximately $6000 is still

needed.

 

Committees are encouraged to meet on regular committee night (the third Monday night of each month) at the church. There will be a short

devotional service to begin the evening at 7PM.  Please come!

 

The January Congregational Meeting will be Sunday morning at St. Mark’s on January 26th.

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information on any of these items.
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Words of Welcome!

We are delighted to have a new Office Administrator at St. Mark’s named Sue Wadgymar. Sue comes to us with a wealth of church

office administrative experience, having worked for sixteen years at a Lutheran church in Texas. Her hours are 9 am - 2:30 pm,

Monday to Friday.  Please stop by to say ‘hi’ and welcome her! - Pastor Tim



Reception Room
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On December 8, the newly redesigned Reception Room was rededicated at the 10:30 service. The redesign of this

room is meant to make it serviceable for the next 20 years. This project was approved by St. Mark’s Congregation

Council, and a Designated Fund for its redesign established. 

 

The redesign of the room was done by St. Mark’s member and professional interior designer, Layton Campbell. Mr.

Campbell freely shared his expertise and professional services and was instrumental in St. Mark’s receiving a very deep

discount on the total cost. The total cost of the project was $17,515.52, but without Mr. Campbell's leadership, pricing

could have easily been twice this amount.

 

When the present building was dedicated in 1960, this room was originally called the “Reception Room.” It is a room

that gets daily use by visitors and members alike as a place for conversation, meetings, learning and prayer. As of

December 23, $12,440.00 has been given toward this project. $5,075.52 remains to be raised. Please consider

supporting this project through a special gift to the "Reception Room Designated Fund," which will help St. Mark’s

continue to build Christian community into the future.

 

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Timothy McKenzie



"Do Good" Award
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On December 12 at the Wells Fargo Atrium, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church was presented the “Most Generous Financial

Gift” award by Share Charlotte, Wells Fargo, and the Charlotte Business Journal for our support of Running Works, a

nonprofit organization that provides life skills training and housing to homeless people. The award is based on a total

gift of $17,883 given by St. Mark’s and the Social Ministry Committee with the approval of St. Mark’s Congregation

Council.

 

Four other Charlotte organizations were also honored under the theme, “Do Good.” St. Mark’s is committed to “doing

good” as a sign of God’s justice in the world. Each year a third of our endowment dividend is mandated to go outside

of St. Mark’s in support of need in the broader Charlotte community and the world. Our support of Running Works

helps fulfill Christ’s command to welcome the stranger, feed the hungry and provide shelter for those in need. We are

also continuing a tradition begun by Martin Luther in 1523, in which he encouraged congregations to establish

“community chests” to help support the needs of society around them.

 

 Out of the many nonprofit and corporate groups that “Do Good” in Charlotte, St. Mark’s was chosen because of its

partnership between the Soup Kitchen and Running Works, through the leadership of St. Mark’s members, Laura Foust

and Susan Lakeman. Senior Pastor Timothy McKenzie accepted the award on behalf of St. Mark’s. A link to the

Charlotte Business Journal’s article can be found here

(https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/2019/12/24/bizgivesclt-how-these-partnerships-are-helping.html).



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com

Page 7

Sunday School

9:30 am - 10:15 am

Sunday, January 5th

Stable and Chrison Tree Take-Down

Friday, January 10th

Youth Laser Tag

Sunday, February 2:  Souper Bowl of Caring  

Noon   |  Fellowship Hall

Taking donations for Urban Ministry Center

Godly Play for ages 4-10 in Room 218

Confirmation Class for grades 6-8 in Room 105 (Confirmation Room)

High School Class in Room 104 (Youth Room)

 

Youth will meet at St. Mark’s at 6:00 pm, carpool to Laser Quest, and then

return to St. Mark’s for more fun, a devotion time, and great fellowship! 

Please RSVP to Alex.  Parents, please let Alex know if you can stay the night

and/OR be a driver for the group.

We will enjoy a light lunch served immediately following the 10:30 service

before getting to work.  Many hands make light work!  Let Alex know if you

can participate.

Calling all soup makers!  Whether you have a secret family recipe or a new

recipe you’d like to try, all soups are welcome for this fellowship and service

event. Let Alex know if you’d like to bring a soup to share.

Sunday, February 9:

Cherub Choir singing during 10:30 service

Rehearsals will be at 10:05 am on January 26 and February 2 in the Godly

Play Room!

Sunday, February 9: Mentors

Invited to Confirmation Class

9:30-10:15 in the Confirmation Room

February 21-23: LYO Assembly 

Embassy Suites Greensboro

$80 per youth participant due January 5.  We will join with

hundreds of other ELCA youth from around the state for a

weekend of Bible study, worship, fellowship, and fun! 

Please RSVP to Alex English.

Questions? Contact Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com.

Confirmation MentorLunch

Youth Serve at RITI



Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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Thanksgiving Totes

In November you generously filled 92 tote bags with the requested food items and a $15 gift

card for meat.  Social Ministry purchased sweet potatoes and onions to be added to the bags

that were picked up by REFUGEE SUPPORT SERVICES and distributed to recently arrived

refugees seeking a safe and better life.  They were able to enjoy a delicious American style

meal and feel the respect and caring of our congregation.  Thank you for your generous

support of this outreach.

ROOM IN THE INN began Tuesday, December 3rd.  We are looking

forward to continuing to offer 10 homeless neighbors from our

community a delicious dinner, a hot shower, a laundry opportunity,

a warm place to sleep, breakfast in the morning and a sack lunch

to take along as they are transported back uptown.  To offer this we

need the help of many of you to provide all or part of one of the

meals picking up and returning the van, and especially being one

of two essential night sitters.  If we do not have 2, we are forced to

cancel our designated night, leaving 10 homeless people back on

the streets. Please check your calendars and the sign up posters

(shown here) and be a part of this loving ministry.

 

 We are very close to having enough toiletries to fill the necessary

170. Needed:  travel sizes of toothpaste, deodorant and body lotion

(both non-gender)



Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson
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St. Mark's Seniors

Book Study Group

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday,

January 23, 2020 at 10 am in the small conference room.  Our

book for this meeting is Educated by Tara Westover.  Our

group always welcomes new members.  Please contact Judy

Tolbert for more information.

Ethnic Restaurant Group

The next meeting of St. Mark’s Seniors Ministry Group will be on February 5, 2020.  We anticipate

an informative program by Ms. Ayanna Wakefield of the Foundation for the Carolinas then (10:15

AM in the Fellowship Hall).  Because New Year’s Day falls on the first Wednesday in 2020, we are

suspending our meeting on that date, and look forward to seeing everyone after a holiday rest!

St. Mark’s Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at 1900 Mexican Grill at 7:00 PM on

Tuesday, January 21, 2020.  “1900” is nestled in the Harris Teeter mall at 5110 Park

Road (28209), near the “T” intersection with Selwyn Avenue.  Maria and her staff

provide all sorts of fresh and tasty entrees and a full bar service.  The portions are

generous, and servings can be split for a small fee.  The molé poblano, carnitas, and

other dishes are excellent, and the tres leches dessert is worth saving “space” for.  All

are welcome! Come and enjoy a festive Epiphany-tide evening with the hearty souls

who venture out into the mid-winter chill.  Please RSVP to Tom Tolbert  by

midnight on Sunday, January 19th for seating. We hope to see you there.

NO MEETING IN JANUARY!!



Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
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January Serving Schedule
Lectors
1/5    Kelly Price

1/12  Marty Schwartz

1/19  Bill Schwartz

1/26  Sophie Schwartz

Greeters

Prayer Assistants

Ushers

John Simon, Mike Doyne, Jay Jacob,

Larry & Carol Lippert

Tabulators

Sound System

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  704.375.9185    |  stmarkscharlotte.org

February Remarks deadline is 1/20

Email articles/pictures to smlc1001communications@gmail.com

1/5 & 1/12  Kevin & Karen

Feezor, Meg Fielding, Ron

Wenzel

 

1/19 & 1/26 Richard Cansler,

Jane Thompson, Alan Harms

Guest Coordinator

1/5     Tom Sehorn

1/12   Kevin Feezor

1/19   Roger Bruhwel

1/26   Lauren Dunlap

1/5      Tom Tolbert

1/12    Kelly Price

1/19    YOUTH

1/26    Bill Schwartz

1/5     Jay Jacob

1/12   Susan League

1/19   Laura Van Landingham

1/26   Reneau Van Landingham

1/5     Charles & Susan Lakeman, Richard & Millie Cansler

1/12   Benny & Judy Cox, Flint & Emily Foley

1/19   Eileen Dunlap, Gene & Marie Ann Daniels

1/26   Laura Van Landingham, Jackie Ellington

Communion Assistants

1/5    Melissa Smith, Melissa Parrish, John

Brumbaugh, Meg Fielding, Lowell Engelhard

 

1/12   Marc Ginns, Jane Thompson, Doug

Milheim, Gretchen Dodge, Chris Miller

 

1/19   Sally McCauley, Matt Hurley, Linda Carter,

Marty Schwartz, Ron Wenzel

 

1/26   Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Vicki

Holtz-Longshaw, Laura Foust, Jane McCall

Start 2020 with the LOVE CIRCLE for Bible study

on the second Wednesday of each month during

the school year. Make this your New Year's

resolution! All women are welcome to join us at

10:00 in the Large Conference room. We'll look

for you on Wednesday, January 8.

Christian Education
Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson

"How lonely sits the city that once was full of people!"

Lamentations begins with this intriguing verse. During

January Faith Forum will study the collection of five

poems that comprise this Old Testament book. Grab a

cup of coffee at 9:30 and join us in room 215. We are an

inter-generational group that welcomes everyone to

discuss the Scriptures with us each Sunday.

Love Circle


