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“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

During the season of Advent, we both wait in hope and also actively begin a new church year. During Advent we remind ourselves that we are

people who await the coming reign of the kingdom of God, and yet through Christ that kingdom already reigns in our hearts. As Christians we are

called to both point to God’s kingdom when we see its advent in our lives, and to help make the justice of this kingdom manifest through our

loving service toward the world. Yet the world around us also cries, “Merry Christmas!” The world around us also wants to celebrate “peace and

good will” without necessarily waiting for a Savior. Yet, there is no Christmas without discipleship that daily waits for Christ Jesus to be born into the

manger of our hearts. 

 

Advent is about taking time to consider again, the joyous mystery God who becomes incarnate in the babe born to Mary. Advent means “to

appear,” and we joyfully await Christ’s appearing in our lives. The one for whom we wait is called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting

Father, Prince of Peace.” These words, which hint at the triune mystery of God, point us toward a God who is the advocate and counselor Spirit,

eternal Father, and Son, the Prince of Peace. And yet the world waters down the message of Christmas to a celebration often without a Jesus who

points to the Father and promises the Spirit. 

 

Advent marks something momentous: God became incarnate in our humanity. God has become human and forever changed the way we look at

human potential because God chose our humanity as the vehicle for expressing grace – grace that comes most fully in the shape of the cross and

an empty tomb. During Advent we remember that darkness and death give way to light and life. We wait with hope to see how God will use our

humanity to shape the advent of God’s kingdom in the world: “How will God use my hands and voice to do and speak love, peace, and justice for

my neighbor?” 

 

God is with us. In our own very busy and troubled world a Savior is born who uses our humanity to reveal God’s love. A Savior is born who forgives

our sinful humanity so that we might become ambassadors of the Savior’s love and peace. I wish you a blessed Advent journey. Pray, wonder, hope

and be prepared to act in love. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Tim McKenzie



A LOOK BACK AT NOVEMBER

Youth and adult leaders traveled to Camp Tekoa

Foothills in Casar, NC for a weekend of learning,

worship, fellowship, and fun.  Our theme was

“Ingredients of the Christian Life,” and we

discussed topics such as Community, Christian

Practices, and Faith, Hope, and Love.  We also got

to enjoy three new features at the camp: the

zipline, paddleboats, and the gaga ball pit.Thanks

to Charlotte Dixon for shopping for our trip, and to

Shelley Ferner and Patrick Huang for serving as

adult leaders on the trip.
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Youth Fall RetreatFall Clean Up Day

A small but mighty group of volunteers

helped with the various chores to

clean up the inside and outside of the

church.  Thank you for your service!!



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

On November 4th, the Council held their annual retreat at Carmel Country Club (many thanks to Cliff Edahl for his enabling).

In addition to the normal November business meeting, the Council heard presentations by Jay Jacob on handling donated

stocks, NovusWay by Sandra Holland and a study on Religion in America by Pastor Tim. The Council held a design-thinking

session led by Marc Ginns focused on 2020 strategic direction.  It was a productive retreat and many thanks to all who

participated.  In other news, we have received 98 commitments so far in the "We wish to see Jesus" campaign. If you have not

submitted a pledge toward the 2020 mission plan, please prayerfully consider giving generously! Thank you.

 

Elections of Council officers were held for 2020. The following are the Executive committee members: Ron Wenzel, President;

Lowell Engelhard, Vice-President; Marc Ginns, Secretary;  Jane Thompson, non-voting Treasurer.

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information on any of these items.
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For Your Information
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Redesign of the Reception Room

The Reception Room (“the parlor”) has a new look! The Reception Room has not had a face lift in many years. Many of the

chairs and sofas had become threadbare and structurally weakened through constant use. The redesign of this room is

meant to make it serviceable for the next 20 years.

 

This project was approved by St. Mark’s Congregation Council, and was also introduced at the Fall Congregational

Meeting. A designated fund for the redesign of the “Reception Room” has also been established. The new design was

done by St. Mark’s member and professional interior designer, Layton Campbell. Mr. Campbell has freely shared of his time

and talents, given of his expertise and professional services, and was instrumental in St. Mark’s receiving very deep

discounts on the total cost due to his professional relationships with manufacturers and furnishing companies. The total

cost of the project is approximately $17,000.00, but without Mr. Campbell's leadership, pricing could have easily been twice

this amount.

 

When the present building was dedicated in 1960, this room was originally called the “Reception Room.” It is a room that

gets daily use by visitors and members as a place for conversation, meetings, learning and prayer. With a new look, this

room will continue to help welcome visitors and facilitate community in Christ at St. Mark’s. As of December 1, $11,200.00

has already been given toward this project. $6,000.00 remains to be raised. Please consider supporting this project through

a special gift to the "Reception Room Designated Fund," which will help St. Mark’s continue to build Christian community

into the future.

 

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Timothy McKenzie

Committee Meeting Night

12/18 |  7 pm

Please gather in the chapel for a brief devotion led by

Pastor Tim!

Annual Congregational Meeting

12/15 Due date for annual reports. Please

send all reports to: stmarkselca1001@gmail.com

 

1/12 Annual Meeting booklets available

 

1/26 Annual Congregational Meeting 

(2/2 is the alternate date in case the 26th

meeting is cancelled due to weather)

 

The congregation is invited to help set up the

Chrismon tree for the Advent season.  Please

come help on Friday Dec 6 in the sanctuary.

 We'll start at 5:30 pm so come when you can to

fluff branches, put the tree up and decorate it.

We will have Christmas music playing to get us in

the holiday spirit.  After we are finished, we will

go to eat at Dilworth Neighborhood Grill.

Chrismon Tree Set Up

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MelissaBSmithLLC/StMarksTimeAndTalentSurvey


Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge  Committee Chairperson
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Celebrating Our Stewardship Pledge Response

You have responded generously with your pledges to our 2020 Stewardship Appeal. We have reached 77%

of our goal of 125 pledges. Our challenge is to reach 100%. We can do it! Outstanding pledges may be

placed with the offering or mailed to church before the end of the year. Our pledges support the ministries

of St. Mark’s, with gratitude to God for all our blessings.

Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

Memory of Tat Kleckley

Evelyn C Gerdes - Reception Room Fund

Sarah East - Soup Kitchen

 

Memory of Alice Ballenger

Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials

Donnie & Dottie Toney - Gifts & Memorials

 

Memory of Lois Ann Todd

Edward Moon - Gifts & Memorials

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MelissaBSmithLLC/StMarksTimeAndTalentSurvey


Christian Education
Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson
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Love Circle

Wednesday, December 11th at 10:00 am

 

Join us for an inspirational Advent program presented

by Meg Fielding in the Large Conference room.

Advent Wreath Making

Join us on Sunday, December 1st at 9:30 am in the

fellowship hall to create a beautiful Advent wreath

for your home.  Bring gardening gloves, hand

trimmers and any greens from your yard.  A free-

will offering will be accepted.

Something New

The Agape Bible Study class at St. Mark’s will begin a new

series this Advent, which is called “Honoring God”, an

Augsburg Adult Bible Study. This class is open to anyone and

we’d love to have you join us and see how special this

material can be as it’s applied to our daily living.  We have a

chair and materials just waiting for you!  What better way for

us to prepare ourselves for the upcoming Christmas season

and New Year.  We meet in the large conference room at

9:30 am every Sunday.  Please consider joining us!  It’s a great

way to begin your morning.

Evangelism
Reneau Van Landingham  Committee Chairperson

Postcards

Guest Coordinators

Front Back

The next postcard to be mailed to new residents in the area can be seen below.  They will be mailed

in early December.

Thank you to everyone who responded to our request for Guest Coordinators.  We welcome Rebecca Finamore,

Susan League and Jay Jacob to the team.  They join Larry Lippert and Reneau and Laura Van Landingham.  If you

are interested in joining this team, please contact Reneau Van Landingham.



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Sunday School

9:30 am - 10:15 am

Sunday, December 1

Congregational Advent Celebration during Sunday School

9:30 am   |   Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December1

Put up the Christmas stable

Friday, December 6

Chrismon Tree

5:30 pm |  Sanctuary

Godly Play for ages 4-10 in Room 218

Confirmation Class for grades 6-8 in Room 105 (Confirmation Room)

High School Class in Room 104 (Youth Room)

 

Families are invited to help put up the stable immediately following the

10:30 am service.  It should take 30 minutes or less.

You are invited to make Advent wreaths, enjoy Christmas music and treats,

and have fellowship with others from the congregation.  There will be a Godly

Play lesson in the Fellowship Hall for our children.  Thanks to the Christian

Education Committee for planning this event!

Youth and parents are invited to help set up the Chrismon tree for the Advent

season.  Please come help on Friday Dec 6 in the sanctuary.  We'll start at 5:30

pm so come when you can to fluff branches, put the tree up and decorate it.

We will have Christmas music playing to get us in the holiday spirit.  After we

are finished, we will go to eat at Dilworth Neighborhood Grill.

Fall Youth

Retreat



Youth & Children
Con't
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Sunday, December 8

Confirmation Mentor Lunch 

Noon  | Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, December10

Youth serve at Room in the Inn

5:30-8:00 | Kitchen/Fellowship Hall

Friday, December 20

Youth Christmas Party 

6:00-9:00   |  English Residence

Tuesday, December 24

Live Nativity

 

Youth and youth alumni are invited to a Christmas party at Alex and Erin’s

house!  Bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Questions? Contact Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com.

Youth and their parents are invited to help serve at Room in the Inn by helping

prep dinner and lunch for the next day, set up beds, and set up the Christmas

Tree for our neighbors to enjoy for the remainder of Advent.  Please let Alex

know if you plan to attend.

Following the 5:30 Family Christmas Eve Service, youth are invited to play a

role in the Live Nativity.  Participants should arrive at St. Mark’s at 5:00 pm to

pick out their costumes.

Confirmands and their mentors will enjoy lunch together at the Advent Brunch!



Social Ministry
Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson
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Donate Your Used Computers

Do you have old laptops at home? Lauren Dunlap will take them off

your hands. She is doing her Girl Scout Gold Award project for the

nonprofit organization Refugee Support Services (RSS). She is collecting

laptop computers to be refurbished and used by the refugees served by

RSS. There is a bin in the mail room labeled "Computer Donations," so

bring anything you have sitting at home and she will reuse it or recycle it.  

If you have any concerns or questions email or call Lauren.

Loaves and Fishes

Recently 298 lbs. of donated food were delivered to LOAVES &

FISHES thanks to your generosity.  The baker’s rack is located

outside the mailroom across from the administrator’s office and

now empty and waiting for your continued assistance to those

in temporary need of food.

It’s time to start gathering items for ROOM IN THE INN,  For the

toiletry bags given to each homeless neighbor every Tuesday

this winter we need -individually wrapped toothbrushes (or

toothbrush & paste packets), pocket size tissues, chap stick,

TRAVEL SIZES of toothpaste, deodorant (non-gender) and body

lotion (non-gender).  Please donate only these items.  Also

appreciated, bedtime snack items such as Lance crackers,

granola bars, lunch bag sizes of chips, pretzels, fruit snacks,

raisins and cookies.  There is a basket on the table across from

the large conference room for your donations.  We need to fill

170 bags so please keep those donations coming!  Thanks for

your continued help.



Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson
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St. Mark's Seniors

Book Study Group

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet for lunch and planning for next year

on Thursday, Dec. 5, at 11:30 am.  This meeting will be at the home of Judy Tolbert, 

Please confirm your attendance with Judy so that adequate seating can be arranged. 

Everyone is requested to bring a salad to share.  Drinks will be provided.  Please bring a

lot of book recommendations.

Ethnic Restaurant Group

St. Mark’s Seniors Ministry Group will host Glenn Lurie, a stand-up comedian, on Wednesday,

December 4, 2019 (10:15 AM in Fellowship Hall). Born and raised in California, 58-year-old Glenn

Lurie has loved comedy for as long as he can remember.  He sees humor and laughter as

medicine, therapy, and a way to help others and himself deal with daily health-related issues. Six

years ago, Glenn was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, a progressive neurodegenerative

disorder.  Glenn has responded with a “bucket list” of things that he wants to do “while he still

can”.  One of these pursuits led Glenn (last year) to standup comedy. Glenn’s humor brings his

condition out of the shadows.  His descriptive quips are quick and pointed.  He uses his ever-

present symptoms to let the audience laugh with him, including when he may “go into a mental

pause like a brain fade.” The Comedy Zone hosted Glenn’s first public performance on November

6, 2018.  In February 2019 fellow comics chose him to open for an internationally booked

comedian.

 

Glenn will entertain us with anecdotes, jokes, and asides that focus on the dealing with life

however it develops.  Bring a friend to share this experience.  All are welcome! For lunch

reservations, please contact Judy Tolbert by noon, Tuesday, December 3rd.

 

There will be no meeting in January!!

St. Mark’s Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine on Greek and American favorites at Park

Place Restaurant on December 17th at 7:00 PM.  This place is a classic diner with an

extensive menu that is filled with favorite dishes.  Come and dine with this happy

group on American comfort food, Greek specialties and Italian specialties.  And cap

that off with desserts that look and taste delicious.

 

Park Place Restaurant is at 10517 Park Road, Charlotte 28210, across Park Road from

McEwen Funeral Home-Pineville Chapel.  There is parking in front and behind the

restaurant. Please RSVP to Tom Tolbert by noon on December 14th so that the

restaurant can save room for us.

 

As always, all are welcome!  If you have family visiting for the holidays, bring them

and save your energy from the extra cooking.  If you have a friend for whom you

would like to do something nice for the holidays, invite them to share the treats at

Park Place Restaurant.  Just let us know how many to expect. We look forward to

greeting you with Advent cheer at Park Place!

Glenn Lurie



Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

 All Saints Sunday 2019 "For All the Saints, Who From Their Labors Rest" ELW 422 This hymn was written by William How (1823-1897) an

Anglican Bishop, who first published this hymn in a collection entitled Hymns for Saints' Days, and Other Hymns, By a Layman (London,

1864). A passage from Hebrews 12 is the inspiration: "since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every

weight...and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us."  American Hymnologist and Composer Austin Lovelace adds his

insight: "the hymn gives thanks for the saints of old, makes a prayer that we may be found faithful, and acknowledges the unity of the

whole Church in heaven and on earth in the mystical body of Christ, a picture of the church in holy warfare, and a vision of the victorious

Church." The tune SINE NOMINE ("without a name") is one of four original hymn tunes written anonymously by Ralph Vaughan Williams,

first published in the English Hymnal (1906).

 

Martin Luther's "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" is considered the most powerful hymn of the Protestant Reformation. This hymn has been

translated into practically every language, and close to one hundred English translations are known to exist. Penned by Luther around

1529 and based on Psalm 46, it was his desire to create free metrical versions of the psalms for the congregation to sing. Though we

usually view this hymn as a militant battle cry of the Reformation, Luther's original title was "A Hymn of Comfort." In difficulty and danger,

Luther would resort to this song, saying to his associate, "Come, Philipp, let us sing the 46th Psalm." Luther had strong convictions about the

use and power of sacred music. "I wish to compose sacred hymns so that the Word of God may dwell among the people also by means of

songs." Here is a translation of the first two lines that appeared in a Pennsylvania Lutheran Church Book of 1868: "A mighty fortress is our

God, A trusty Shield and Weapon; He helps us free from every need, That hath us now o'ertaken." "Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your

Word" This short hymn was written by Martin Luther in 1541 for use in a prayer service. The text is a prayer asking for God's protection. This

was at the time when the Turkish army had invaded Hungary and was a threat to Germany. Additional stanzas (twelve) appear in

numerous publications, but probably not written by Luther. The original title appears in 1543 as "A hymn for the children to sing against

the two archenemies of Christ and his Holy Church, the Pope and the Turks." Paul Westermeyer says of this hymn: 'It is a trinitarian petition--

to the Father to keep us steadfast in the word of God and curb the power of those who stand against it, to the Son to defend the church

that we may sing Christ's praise, and to the Holy Spirit to send peace and unity on earth and lead us from death to life." The Word of God

was always uppermost in the mind and heart of Luther, and we sing his prayer asking God to keep us faithful to the Word.
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We Sing the Faith: "Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing"

Wreaths, Alternative Gifts

To remember and/or honor a loved one at

Christmas,  you can purchase Church door

wreaths for $20.00 each.  The alternative gift

designee is Emmaus Lutheran Church in

West Charlotte, a new ELCA Mission

Congregation.  The order forms is on the

following page.  Contact Evelyn Gerdes for

more information.

The 2020 altar flower calendar is posted

beside the mailroom.  Remember a loved

one by donating altar flowers--$60.00

contract price.

Altar Flowers Calendar Handbell Choir

Our St. Mark’s Handbell Choir was one of seventeen handbell choirs that

participated in the Mid-Carolina’s Handbell Festival this past November. It was

an all day event, with a guest conductor and handbell clinician from Paris,

France. Pictured are Marcia Newlin, Kevin & Karen Feezor, Sara Poplin, Susan

Ginns, Eric Loftin, and Les Ackerman. Missing from the photo: Catherine Metze.
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December Serving Schedule
Lectors
12/1     Ally Jacob

12/8     Michael Huang

12/15   Ingrid Keris

12/22   Charles Lakeman

12/24   Jonathan Lakeman

12/29   Larry Lippert

Greeters

12/1    Chris Parrish

12/8    Tom & Kay Sehorn, Dave & Janice Simpson

12/15  Joann Marz, Ted Seman, David Thomason

12/22  Bill & Jane Thompson, Mark Thornton

12/29  Robert & Kim Adden, Eddie & Carol Goodall

 

Christmas Eve

5:30 pm Service    Laura Van Landingham

8:30 pm Service    Neil & Charlotte Dixon, Gretchen

Dodge

Prayer Assistants

Ushers

Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart Jr.,

Alan Harms, Dale Hopp, Vicki

Holtz-Longshaw, Sally McCauley

Tabulators

Sound System
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12/1, 12/8 Janice Miller,

Charles Lakeman, Richard

Cansler

 

12/15, 12/22, 12/29 Doug

Milhei, Janice Miller, Jane

Thompson

12/1     Tom Sehorn

12/8     Jonathan Lakeman

12/15   Roger Bruhwel

12/22   John Brumbaugh

12/24   Kevin Feezor

12/29   Roger Kuznia

12/1     Larry Dagenhart Jr.

12/8     Larry Dagenhart Sr.

12/15   Michael Huang

12/22   Mike Doyne

12/29   Lowell Engelhard

Guest Coordinator

12/1     Susan League

12/8     Laura Van Landingham

12/15   Reneau Van Landingham

12/22   Rebecca Finamore

12/29   Larry Lippert

 

Christmas Eve

Both Services    Reneau Van Landingham

COMMITTEE                                     COUNCIL LIAISON                             COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON   

      

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                Carol Goodall                                     Emily Foley

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE               Jane McCall                                        Kay Sehorn

EVANGELISM                                    Layton Campbell                              Reneau Van Landingham

PERSONNEL                                      Marc Ginns                                         N/A

PROPERTY                                         Sally McCauley                                   Genna Hurley

SOCIAL MINISTRY                             Susan League                                    Susan Ginns (*Susan Lakeman-Soup Kitchen)

STEWARDSHIP OF LIFE                   Gretchen Dodge / Wayne Sams     Gretchen Dodge

WORSHIP AND MUSIC                    Lowell Engelhard                              Kevin Feezor      

YOUTH/CHILDREN                          Sophie Schwartz                                Alex English

FINANCE                                           Chris Miller                                          N/A

G&M / ENDOWMENT                     John Simon                                        Jay Jacob

2019-2020 St. Marks Lutheran Church

Council Appointments


