
ReMarks
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

The Pastor's Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,

Each Sunday as I walk up the steps to the pulpit in St. Mark’s sanctuary, I am always aware of passing a small wooden plaque on

the wall. The plaque is inscribed with the words, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” These words were spoken the week before Passover to

Jesus’ disciple Philip by a group of Greek visitors who had come to worship at the temple in Jerusalem.

 

Jesus was becoming well-known, and it was not unusual that non-Jews would also want to meet him. Jesus’ unconditional and

loving welcome to the outcast, the poor, the sick, the sinful - to people who desired healing and acceptance - attracted attention

far beyond Israel. People who had no religious or ethnic relationship to Jesus wanted to meet and get to know him. So it’s not

surprising that a group of people from another part of the world would have said one of Jesus’ disciples “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”

 

We continue to be introduced to Jesus through others. Perhaps it was a parent or a spouse, a friend or a co-worker, a neighbor or

even a stranger - someone made the love and forgiveness of Christ Jesus real to us. Our lives are filled with questions, challenges,

joys, sorrows, and in the midst of this, someone shows us the living presence of Jesus. The Christian faith is not simply a nice idea

or an abstract philosophy; it is a response to a living encounter with grace.

 

St. Mark’s is a place where people experience the grace of Christ through hands that feed and offer shelter, arms that embrace and

welcome, voices that offer forgiveness and compassion. This year is St. Mark’s 160th anniversary of being in mission in Charlotte. St.

Mark’s mission is vital and alive because generations of people have been faithful in responding to human need, both local and

global.

 

Faith is a response to grace, and faith is made active through the love of hands and voices. Every person has a gift to share, and

everyone has a place at St. Mark’s. During October, we remember that we have been the recipients of God’s grace. “Kickoff 2020

‘Sir, We Wish to See Jesus’” is this year’s theme to help us pray and dream about St. Mark’s ministry. People continue to seek Jesus

at St. Mark’s. The world continues to need the love and compassion of Jesus. Together may we continue to use our “time, talents,

and treasures” to help others experience the love and compassion of Jesus. Thank you for being part of St. Mark’s one-hundred-

and-sixty-year witness to the living grace of Christ Jesus!

 

In the peace and love of Christ, 

Pastor Tim McKenzie

October 2019
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"Sir, we wish to see Jesus."

John 12:21
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A LOOK

BACK AT

SEPTEMBER

Many of our youth, children, and families participated in the September 8th " God’s Work, Our Hands" Sunday.  We

made over 200 sandwiches for the Urban Ministry Center, created 42 placemats for the upcoming Kairos prison

ministry trip, and began preparations for the upcoming Room in the Inn season.  Thanks to everyone who helped

out!
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God's Work, Our Hands

Habitat for Humanity

The build began on Septemeber 14 and runs through November 16.  Volunteer on ANY Saturday that works for

you.  St. Mark's is supplied lunches and site coordination on September 21.



COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

The Congregation Council met on Monday, September 9.  Highlights of the meeting included:

 

The October Congregational Meeting is set for Sunday, October 13, 2019, after the 10:30 am worship service.  Please plan to

attend as the new slate of Congregation Council members will be voted on then as well as any other business that may be

necessary.

 

Treasurer Barbara Baker asks that when submitting bills/check requests to the Financial Secretary for reimbursement, that they

be presented with the proper approval already attached.  The staff will no longer get approval for check requests, and forms

will be returned if the proper approval is not attached.

 

The Stewardship Committee has designated Sunday, October 27, 2019 as Pledge Sunday.   Members will receive more

information about the appeal for 2020 in early October. A congregational breakfast will be held on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at

9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us for a light breakfast and fellowship!

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information on any of these items.

 

 

 

Based upon favorable responses from most of St. Mark’s committee representatives, Pastor McKenzie is asking committees to

consider returning to a monthly committee meeting night on the 3rd Monday night of every month. This would allow for

increased fellowship and communication among committees. The new “Committee Meeting Night” will begin on October 21

at 7 pm in the Chapel. Pastor McKenzie will lead a brief devotion before committees meet separately. Thank you for your

mutual ministry at St. Mark’s!
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Committee Meeting Night Returns!



Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge  Committee Chairperson
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Kick-Off 2020 Stewardship Appeal

Please join us in celebrating our gratitude for St. Mark’s. Here is the schedule of gatherings planned during October to call our

attention to the importance of faithful stewardship: 

 

The Senior Ministry Group will host the first “Stewardship Conversation” on Wednesday, October 2 at 10:15 in the

Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to attend the discussion and luncheon. The cost of lunch is $8. Reservations are suggested

by contacting Judy Tolbert.

 

Our Congregational Breakfast is called “Nibbles and Conversation.” It’s on Sunday, October 6. Come to the Fellowship Hall

between the services, beginning at 9:30. No reservations are required. Help us kickoff our Stewardship Appeal!

 

Two Cottage Gatherings invite you for fellowship and conversation about stewardship. Susan League will host the first

one on Thursday evening, October 17 at 7:00 at her house. Tom and Judy Tolbert invited members to their house on Saturday,

October 19 at 3:30. If you’d like to attend either of these, please sign the guest list in the Gathering Place. 

 

A new Time and Talent Survey will be offered online. Tell us how you can volunteer your service to our friends, our

church, and our neighbors.

 

Pledge Sunday is October 27, when we return our signed pledge forms. Prayerfully consider increasing your pledge by one

percent this year for the financial support to our ministries.

 

Our Stewardship theme is taken from the Gospel of John 12:21, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Stewardship orients us toward God

in everything we do. We make Christ known in all our ministries: in our worship ministry, educational ministry, and social

ministries. Our conversations during October will explore how God’s commands help us find our ultimate happiness

through charity in service to one another. 

 

 “For where your treasure is, your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21

 

God calls us, not just through our time, but also with our treasure. St. Mark’s is the welcoming, caring, and generous church

that it is because of YOU!



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Sunday School

9:30 am - 10:15 am

Saturday, October 5th:  Children's Family Outing

Darby Acre Farms

10 am - Noon

Sunday, October 6th:  Congregational Breakfast

Fellowship Hall

9:30 am

Sunday, October 6th:  Youth Sunday Rehearsal

Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary

Noon

Sunday, October 20th:  Youth Sunday

Godly Play for ages 4-10 in Room 218

Confirmation Class for grades 6-8 in Room 105 (Confirmation Room)

High School Class in Room 104 (Youth Room)

Participants will meet at this unique Charlotte farm for a walking tour. 

We will learn about and interact wthl all sorts of animals before

enjoying a picnic lunch with one another.

The entire congregation is invited to this event for good food and fellowship.

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall for lunch before heading to the Sanctuary

to rehearse for Youth Sunday.

Participants are asked to be in the Sanctuary at 9:25 for one final walk-through

of the service.  Attire: look sharp!

Questions? Contact Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com.

God's Work, Our Hands



Evangelism
Reneau Van Landingham  Committee Chairperson

The volunteer role of being a greeter before one of our two worship services is an incredibly important role.  Greeters are the

first people that all people meet when they arrive at St. Mark's on Sunday morning and more importantly, greeters are the

first people that visitors meet during their first visit at St. Mark's.  For this reason greeters are now formally part of the

evangelism team.  Two lunch-n-learn sessions were held after the 10:30 worship service in September for greeters to gather

together for fellowship and to share insights about this important role of being a greeter at St. Mark's.  The purpose of these

sessions was ultimately to improve our overall effectiveness of being a greeter.  Many insights were recorded thanks to those

who attended and a summary of these in the form of updated responsibilities will be sent out to all greeters in the near

future.  Many thanks to those who participated in these sessions and for Charles Lakeman who organized and led these

sessions!
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It's that time of year again when each committee presents their proposed budget for the following calendar year to the

finance committee.  Once again the evangelism team is asking for a considerably larger budget than what we are working

with this current year.  However, this time when I met with the finance committee I wanted the focus to be less about the

actual money we were asking for and more about why we were asking for this money.  You see historically the evangelism

team budget has been one of the lowest if not the lowest budget amount of any committee.  That may have worked many

years ago when church membership and attendance was much higher but now we need a paradigm shift in how we

approach the subject of outreach in the form of advertising and marketing.  In the recent past we have not done any of this. 

As a result we have expected potential visitors to find us on their own.  This generally means that when Lutherans move to

Charlotte and are looking for a traditional Lutheran worship service they come to visit St. Mark's to see what the worship

experience is like.  This strategy of, "waiting for Lutherans to arrive" is very limiting when you consider the number of other

people who may have an interest in a faith community.  Instead, the evangelism team is proposing that we reach out to all

people in the Charlotte community through new advertising and marketing efforts to let them know the wonderful things

that are happening at St. Mark's through the faith in Jesus Christ that we share in our worship and ministries.  Some of these

efforts of course cost money but here's the good news.  By investing in new advertising and marketing efforts we hopefully

will encourage those in our community who are looking for a church home to come and visit St. Mark's.  In doing so, some of

them will choose to become members of St. Mark's.  It will only take a few of these new members and their annual financial

offerings to pay for the increase in these advertising and marketing efforts.  More importantly, they will have found a church

home where they can grow in their faith and serve in the various ministries that we offer.  In this way, this paradigm shift in

how we think about and prioritize the 2020 evangelism team budget is key to the future growth of St. Mark's and the faith of

those who choose to attend!

 

 

Peace,

Reneau Van Landingham

Sunday Morning Greeters

2020 Proposed Evangelism Team Budget



Social Ministry
Linda Carter  Committee Chairperson

The build began on Septemeber 14 and runs through November 16.  Volunteer on

ANY Saturday that works for you.  St. Mark's is supplied lunches and site coordination

on September 21. Eboni Marshall and her three children will become the owners of

the home we help build this fall..  Eboni works as a dental hygienist and has lived in

Charlotte for nine years.  To volunteer, go to

https://habitatcltvolunteers.force.com/apex/VolunteerGroupSearch

Charlotte Church Partnerd Group ID #1686. Contact Susan League with any

questions or interest!
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Habitat For Humanity

Stephen Ministry
Bonnie Eckerd  Stephen Leader

In 1998 the Stephen Ministry Program began at St. Mark’s Lutheran

Church.  Sarah Dagenhart was among the first group of people to be

trained as a Stephen Minister.

 

A brief definition of a Stephen Minister is “A child of God

who walks beside a person who is hurting”.  For twenty-one years

Sarah has used her gifts of care giving to minister to countless

members of our congregation and community.  Her dedication is most

commendable.  At this time Sarah has chosen to retire from these

duties, passing on the torch to the newer Stephen Ministers.  She has

been an ideal role model in a quiet and unassuming manner to each

member of the team. Sarah will be honored for her ministry during the

10:30 church on September 29th.



Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson
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St. Mark's Seniors

Book Study Group

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, Oct. 24, at 10 am in the small

conference room.  Our book for that meeting will be "Skipping Christmas" by John

Grisham.  All are welcome to participate.  Please contact Judy Tolbert for more

information.

St. Mark’s Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at Capishe! Italian Restaurant on

October 15, 2019 at 7:00 PM.  Capishe has wood-fired ovens for standard dishes

(pizza, ziti, rigatoni, meatballs, sausage, …), hot and cold sandwiches, salads, and a

gelato bar with a lot of options for flavors -- if you can get past the cannoli and

other pastries.  Beer and wine are available.  Capishe is at 500 E Morehead on the

corner with S Caldwell (across S Caldwell from the Y).  You can walk up to Capishe

from free parking in the garage at 1023 S Caldwell.  Make your plans to attend this

treat!  All are welcome; so bring a friend.  Please RSVP to Tom and Judy Tolbert by

midnight on the Sunday before that Tuesday.

Ethnic Restaurant Group

Wednesday, October 2

10:15 in the Fellowship Hall

 

"A Stewardship Conversation"

Everyone is invited to join us for this Kickoff 2020: Stewardship Event!

 

We’ll share our joy and gratitude for St. Mark’s by remembering the faithful stewards

we’ve known. Looking back, we’ll recall the generations that have made St. Mark’s the

generous, loving church it is today. During our discussion, facilitated by Gretchen

Dodge, we’ll examine the meaning of stewardship in our lives. We’ll continue

fellowship during lunch. For reservations, please contact Judy Tolbert

Congregational Meeting

The October Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, October 13, 2019, immediately following the

10:30 am worship service.  The main business to be conducted will be to elect new members for the

Congregation Council.  Please plan to attend this important meeting!



Congregational Life
Continued....

St. Mark's Online and Print Directory

St. Mark’s online-&-print directory now has 203 participants.  This number includes

members as well as non-member friends of St. Mark’s who regularly attend and participate

in worship and various benevolent and social activities.  We are still missing a few people

who have not participated yet.  All people who are associated with St. Mark’s are

encouraged to be included.  

 

This directory lets people connect faces and names.  It also has lists of who serves on

Council and on Committees, so that you can dialog with members of these groups.

 

Photos and information can be collected at any time.  We avoid snapshots that do not

show faces distinctly or that have visual clutter around the faces.  Our goal is to recognize

each other. 

 

After working with this program for a year, we are learning how to accommodate special

requests.  For example, we can: Show a photo with only a family-name, show a photo for

people who do not have internet access, enable access via a single-use email address, let

people remain internet-ghosts, add pages for groups that offer continuing service or

consistent schedules, try something entirely “new”.

 

If your photo is not yet in the directory, please consider participating.  Your part takes only

a few minutes.  We can accommodate most people between or after services.

 

Contact Tom Tolbert or Mindy Curley for answers to questions and to arrange for pictures. 

If you do not know who we are, you could refer to the directory for a photo.

We recently printed a 2nd paper version of the online directory.  These copies

are available to people who prefer that form.  Please see Tom Tolbert for

distribution (until this supply is exhausted). These printed directories are in 3-ring

binders.  After we make additions/changes to the online version, we can print

the new entries as “additional pages” for inclusion in these binders.

 

If you have suggestions about how to improve the directory, please share your

suggestions with Tom Tolbert or Mindy Curley.  We shall try to accommodate

making this directory convenient to all people. As a reminder, the online version

updates every time we make a change.  In the absence of some form of magic,

the print-versions will not up-date with that same speed.

Printed Directories Are Now Available
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

"Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound" ELW 779 is from the pen of John Newton (1725-1807), and was first published in

1779. This text is a personal testimony of Newton's conversion experience, of a man whose early life on a slave ship was

turned around by an "amazing grace" that "saved a wretch like me." Newton wrote six stanzas, the first four printed in our

hymnal. Our fifth stanza, though joined to this hymn, is not by Newton, the writer unknown. Here is one of the additional

verses, not often included in modern hymnbooks: "The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine; But God,

who called me here below, will be forever mine." The tune NEW BRITAIN is another example of a fine Southern Harmony

shape-note tune. It is also a pentatonic tune, meaning the melody has only five tones, plus it's octave. The tune was first

joined to "Amazing Grace" in William Walker's The Southern Harmony (New Haven, 1835), a collection of southern

Appalachian folk tunes that came from English, Scotch, Irish, and Welsh sources.

 

"Take My Life, That I May Be" This popular hymn text is included twice in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, paired with two

contrasting musical settings. Today we sing as our Hymn of the Day ELW 583, with the Spanish tune TOMA MI

VOLUNTAD. Francis R. Havergal (1836-1879) published this hymn in 1879, with six stanzas, and was later translated into

Spanish by Vicente Mendoza (1875-1955), a Methodist pastor in New Mexico. His revised text was published in El

Himnario (1964). The tune TOMA MI VOLUNTAD was composed in 1993 by William Dexheimer Pharris (b.1956), and written

in a Spanish Guaracha style, a musical genre popular in the Caribbean colonies. Today we add to the accompaniment of this

this hymn the djembe (or jembe), a rope-tuned skin covered goblet drum played with bare hands, originally from Africa.

According to the Bambara people in Mali, the name of the djembe comes form the saying "everyone gather together in

peace" which defines the drums purpose.
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Music Notes

St. Mark's Handbell Choir

Two places are available in our church handbell

choir. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings, 6:00-

6:50 p.m. No prior handbell experience

necessary, with only basic music reading skills

required. Contact Les Ackerman for details.

Christmas Poinsettias, Wreaths, Alternative Gifts

To remember and/or honor a loved one at Christmas,  the six-inch red poinsettia

will be $10.00 each and church door wreaths, $20.00 each.  The alternative gift

designee is Emmaus Lutheran Church in West Charlotte, a new ELCA Mission

Congregation.  Order forms will be available in Sunday bulletins October 27-

December 1.  No poinsettia orders will be received after December 1st.

Contact Evelyn Gerdes for more information.



Christian Education
Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson
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Love Circle

Wednesday, October 9 at 10:00

 

Meg Fielding will lead the second session of our

program titled, “The Ache of Grief,” from the

October issue of Gather magazine. Our Bible

readings will be from Lamentations and Psalms.

Please join us in the Large Conference room.

Newcomers are always welcome.

Bookcases Needed

The children's classroom needs bookcases

to display their Godly Play material.

Anyone who has a bookcase to donate

may contact Alex English,

dymalexenglish@gmail.com.

Gifts & Memorials
Memory of Tat Kleckley

Annette & James Rayburn - Gifts & Memorials

Jason & Erin Lawhon  - Gifts & Memorials

Care and Share Circle - Congregational Life

Jeffrey & Allison Powell - Gifts & Memorials

Kimbrell's Executive Office - Gifts & Memorials

Dottie & Donn Toney - Gifts & Memorials

Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials

Cyndi & Clyde Cox - Gifts & Memorials

Scott & Meloday Howarth - GIfts & Memorials

Agape Sunday School Class - Gifts & Memorials

Barbara Baker - Gifts & Memorials

Joanne Marz - Youth Ministry

Larry & Sarah Dagenhart - Gifts & Memo

Gene & Marie Anne Daniels - Gifts & Memorials

Peter & Denise Strub - Gifts & Memorials

Lynn Dunn - Gifts & Memorials

Sarah Ingle - Gifts & Memorials

Gene & Jackie Ellington - Congregational Life   

Robert & Kathy Lloyd - Gifts & Memorials

Mary McCauley Hankins "Gigi" - Gifts & Memorials

 

Honor of Michelle, John, and Matthew Iannelli

Karl Francis Scheblein - Gifts & Memorials

 

Memory of Stuart Hathaway Dixon

Charles & Honey McAnally - Youth Ministry

 

Memory of Jim East

Mary McCauley Hankins "Gigi" - Gifts & Memorials

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson



October Serving Schedule
Lectors

10/6    Karsen Ferner

10/13  Meg Fielding

10/20  Youth Sunday

10/27  Kay Finlon

Greeters

10/6    Neil & Charlotte Dixon,  Charles &

Susan Lakeman

 

10/13  Richard & Millie Cansler

 

10/20  Benny & Judy Cox, Gene & Marie

Ann Daniels

 

10/27  Flint & Emily Foley, Eileen Dunlap

Prayer Assistants

10/6    Charles Lakeman

10/13  Bonnie Eckerd

10/20  Youth Sunday

10/27  Ernie Marion

Ushers

John Simon, Jenny Dagenhart,

Larry Lippert, Jim Metze, Jay

Jacob, Bill Thompson

Tabulators

10/6  & 10/13  Cliff Edahl, Joe

Barrett, Meg Fielding

 

10/20 & 10/27

Sybille Brown, Gene Daniels,

Jim Metze, Rod Peck

Communion Assistants

10/6    Tom & Kay Sehorn, Laura Foust,

Gretchen Dodge, Cliff Edahl

 

10/13  Susan Lakeman, Meg Fielding,

Doug Milheim, Matt Hurley, Bonnie

Eckerd

 

10/20  Melissa Parrish, Susan League,

Barbara Baker, Larry Lippert, Carol

Lippert

 

10/27  Kevin Feezor, Karen Feezor,

Ron Wenzel, Mike Doyne, Jane McCall

Sound System

10/6    Roger Bruhwel

10/13  Neil Dixon

10/20  Kevin Feezor

10/27  Tom Sehorn
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