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  There is a Japanese expression “neko ni koban”「猫に⼩判」, which means “a gold coin for the cat.” Obviously the

meaning of this expression is that even if given a gold coin, a cat will not understand the coin’s value. Sometimes I think

that God’s grace is a bit like that gold coin, and we are a bit like the proverbial cat. We don’t always understand the value

of God’s grace, so freely given to us each day. God opens us to graceful renewal each day, so we can know and love God,

and love and serve our neighbor. Do we notice God’s renewing presence each day?

 

 We might not be cats, but in a world that places value upon the new and shiny, we queue right up clamoring for the

newest and latest. We want the newest versions of software, computers, cars - you name it, if it’s new it’s got to be good.

And yet, we know that the “new” feeling goes away eventually, and we find ourselves searching for the next new gold

coin. One thing after another, we look for something that will last.

 

 Paul writes, “So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed

day by day.” It is easy to feel downhearted in the midst of all the trials and curve balls that life throws our way. In such

moments we can feel not only out of control, we can lose heart. We can fail to see God’s grace with us each step of our

lives. Paul writes “if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old has passed away, behold the new has come.”

 

 The grace of God is of incomparable value. This grace makes us fully human, forgives our sins and liberates us to lives of

loving service. In Christ Jesus, God creates us anew each day encouraging us to grow in faith. Each day contains

moments of graceful clarity and renewal. Do we notice this daily presence of God?

 

 This newness of God can be challenging because God values each person. Those whom we find it easy to be around and

those we find it difficult to be around. As summer moves into August days, I pray that each of us will have moments of

graceful clarity and renewal that free us to become living signs of God’s grace to those in need in our lives.

 

In the peace and joy of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Timothy McKenzie

 

Dear Friends in Christ,

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being

renewed day by day. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old has passed

away, behold the new has come.  (2 Corinthians 4:16; 5:17)
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A Look Back at July

One Day VBS

Christmas In July 2019

A Special

Thank You!
After 37 years of leading the

lectors at St. Mark's, Virginia

Stackel is passing the torch to the

next person willing to follow in

her footsteps!  Thank you, Virginia,

for your dedication, leadership

and passion for St. Mark's.  You

have a special place in our hearts!

Welcome

New Members!
On Sunday, July 21st, we

welcomed John & Michelle

Iannelli and Nick Crosby and

Hannah Cameron.
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Council Highlights

The Congregation Council met on Monday, July 8.  Highlights of the meeting included:

 

The new Riso machine in the office is now operational.  This will help greatly with efficiency and economy when printing

church items.

 

The Finance Committee has re-formed and is now meeting under the leadership of Ron Wenzel.  The committee can still

use more members; see Ron if you are interested in joining this important group.

 

Social Ministry brought three proposals to Council for approval for funding from their portion of the Barker/Ownby

bequests.  The following two proposals were approved:

1) $20,000 to “Refugee Support Services” in Charlotte to fund a portion of a Help Center Coordinator position.  This

person would assist walk-in refugee clients with basic life skills and support.

2) $15,000 to “Saluda Counseling Services Center, Inc.” in Rock Hill, SC, to expand their services to those who do not have

insurance with limited income, as well as providing counseling services for those who would be best supported by a

group session.

The third proposal was deferred until next year for more information.

 

All committees have been asked to work on their 2020 budgets.  The Finance Committee has requested that these be

ready for review by August 16.

 

With a few minor changes, Council approved new Friendship Register pads to be used to record member and visitor

attendance.  The new pads can be made in-house and will soon be in the pews for our use.

 

Council approved a proposal for a new church phone system.  The system is turnkey and includes a conference phone

setup for the large conference room.  An installation date has not yet been set.

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information on any of these

items.

Adult VBS: "We Are All Missionaries: We Can Make a

World of Difference" Aug. 4 (12:00-2:00 pm) & Aug. 5

(6:30 pm-8:00 pm). Soup and salad will be served for

lunch on Sunday.

Adult Vacation Bible School

Emily Foley         Committee Chairperson

Christian Education

The Faith Forum class will view lectures from the

Teaching Company by Professor Phillip Cary titled

"Luther: Gospel, Law, and Reformation."

 

Please join us at 9:30 each Sunday in room #215 as

we trace the development of Luther's doctrines

about the Gospels.

 

All new members to St. Mark's and visitors are

especially welcome.

Faith Forum

Summer Classes



Stephen Ministry
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The Stephen Ministers of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church have received special training to

provide one-on-one care to people who are facing a crisis or going through a difficult time. 

They listen, encourage, and provide both emotional and spiritual support.  The care you

receive is confidential, free and very helpful.

 

To learn how you -- or a friend, neighbor, coworker or relative -- can receive this care, talk to

Pastor Tim or Stephen Leader, Bonnie Eckerd.

"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,

for by doing so, some have entertained angels

without knowing it." Hebrews 13:2

 

Our Greeters are important members of our

evangelism team. They are often the first contact

with visitors, offering a warm welcome, helping

them find their way around our facility, or sharing

stories and information about our programs and

projects. We currently have about 45 greeters, but

would love for you to join us. On September 8th

and 15th, the Evangelism team will host "Lunch

and Learn" meetings to explore what has been

working well, what might need improvement

and to develop new ideas for this important area

of our ministry. Please plan to join the

Evangelism team and current greeters and bring

your ideas and enthusiasm so we can continue to

make sure our visitors feel welcome at St. Mark's

as soon as they arrive! Please RSVP for the Sunday

you will be able to attend to the church office, or

Charles Lakeman so we can get a headcount for

lunch.

St. Mark's Greeters

Evangelism

The Evangelism Team is working on a postcard

design to be mailed to new residents in

Charlotte.  The postcard will invite the recipients

to the St. Mark's website and introduce them to

our worship services, Sunday school classes and

ministries.

 

We are also working on a, "Welcome to St. Mark's"

brochure that, once printed, will be given to first

time visitors.  The content of this brochure will

introduce them many of the opportunities

available to make St. Mark's their church home.

What We're Working On



Youth & Children
Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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(Tentative) If we have enough interest

from youth, we will have a lock-in at St.

Mark’s.  Activities will include games, a

devotion time, Secret Service, and a

movie.  RSVP to Alex.

Youth Lock-In

Friday, August 2nd

6:30 pm - 9:00 am

Youth, children, and their parents are

encouraged to participate in this

congregation-wide event.  We will pack

10,000 meals for people affected by

natural and man-made disasters. 

Please consider coming to this fun and

worthwhile event!  We will meet in the

fellowship hall.

Rise Against Hunger

Wednesday, August 7th

10:00 am - Noon

Children's Family Kickoff

Sunday, August 18th

9:30 am - 10:15 am

Children’s families will catch up and

engage in an activity.  Hope to see you

there!

Acolyte & Crucifer Training

Sunday, August 28th

9:30 am - 10:05 am

 
All rising 5th-12th graders are

encouraged to attend this important

training.

Thanks to all of our

children, youth, and

adults who participated

in this year’s Children’s

VBS: Christmas in July! 

We had a wonderful day

learning about the

Christmas story, singing

songs, making crafts, and

playing games!

Questions? Contact Alex English at

dymalexenglish@gmail.com.
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Ethnic Restaurant Group

Book Study Group

Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet

on Thursday, August 22, at 10 am in the small

conference room.  Our study this month

is The Lost Vintage by Ann Mah.  All are most

welcome to participate.  Please contact Judy

Tolbert for more information

St. Mark's Seniors

St Mark’s Seniors Ministry Group will meet at

10:00 AM on Wednesday, August 7th as the

sponsoring organization for St Mark’s

4th annual, inter-generational “Rise Against

Hunger”, meal-packing Event in St Mark’s

Fellowship.  This is slightly earlier than the

regular starting time.  All persons are asked

to pre-register so that we do not have a long

line waiting at the door.  Manual registration

forms are in the Gathering Space (reception

desk) and outside Tryon Chapel.  Each

person is encouraged to bring a neighbor or

friend or stranger to help with the Event.  We

do need all “workers” to register.  Lunch will

follow as quickly as we can remove the

materials from the Event, sweep the floor,

and set up a few tables.  Naomi Knox is

preparing our lunch.  Please RSVP to Judy or

Tom Tolbert.

Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at “Mr. Idli” on

Tuesday, August 20th at 7:00 PM.  Mr. Idli is a small

Indian eatery and restaurant at 716 Main Street,

Pineville NC 28134.  Mr. Idli is a relatively new place

that prepares and serves pleasant dishes featuring

the Southern Indian flatbreads “dosa” (thin, crisp),

“idli” (raised, steamed, soft), and “uttapam” (thick

pancake, with toppings). 

 

Mr. Idli is a good place to organize a “sampler” meal

with partners and table-mates.  One can identify

and try things to suit individual palates.  The table

server will gladly suggest adjustments to best suit

your preferences.  Chicken is on the menu as

homage to the Indian native “red forest bird” from

which many modern breeds of chicken have

evolved.

 

Come and enjoy a relaxed and casual setting and a

comfortable meal that can be as light or heavy as

you prefer. 

 

Please RSVP to Tom Tolbert by midnight on

Sunday, August 18th.

 

We look forward to sharing dinner with you at Mr.

Idli!



Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

St Mark’s 4th annual intergenerational “Rise Against Hunger”

meal-packing Event will be on Wednesday, August 7th at

10:00 AM, in our Fellowship Hall.  We will pack 10,152 instant

meals for people suffering from war, forced migration,

natural disaster, or sustained poverty.  This Event will be

busy, noisy, and filled with joy and purpose.  Rise Against

Hunger will deliver our meals and millions of meals packed

by volunteers across America to sustain life and to give hope

for people in dire need – people whom we most likely never

shall meet in person.

 

We need 70 volunteers from 4 to 104 years old.  The “work”

will take about 90 minutes.  We will label each life-saving

gift of love to let the recipient know that people at “St Mark’s

Lutheran Church, Charlotte NC USA” care and send

unconditional love.

 

St Mark’s Seniors Ministry Group sponsors this Event by

asking for your time and donations.  Members, relatives,

friends, neighbors, co-workers, and strangers are welcome. 

After the meals are packed, we invite participants to share

lunch -- and taste what we have packed for others.  (RSVP

for lunch-count to Judy or Tom Tolbert. 

 

Please pre-register online

(http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/StMarks2019) or use a

manual form (green, at Gathering Space reception desk or

outside Tryon Chapel).  Completed forms may be placed in

the offering plates.

 

Supplies for this Event (food, packaging, warehousing,

international shipping, and administration) will cost $3,500. 

Please consider making a love-offering through St Mark’s

(write “Rise Against Hunger” on your envelopes and checks)

or online (http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/StMarks2019).

 

“God’s work, our hands”.

Meal-Packing Event Habitat for Humanity

It is almost that time again!  Time for out annual

Habitat for Humanity build with Charlotte Church

Partners.  The build begins on September 14 and

ends on November 16, 2019.  We are in need of

financial support, volunteers to help with

construction, painting, etc., a family liaison, and

people to help provide lunch, snacks, water, and

Gatorade for the volunteers on September 21.  More

details on how to volunteer to help with

construction-related  will follow.  If you have

questions or wish to volunteer in one of the other

capacities. Please contact Susan League.



St. Mark's History

From the Archives – St. Mark’s Beginnings and Its First Pastor

 

As St. Mark’s celebrates its 160-year anniversary, I thought it would be a good time to look back on the founding of St. Mark’s and its first

Pastor, The Reverend Alexander Phillippi.

 

On January 30, 1859 Pastor G.D. Bernheim, Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Cabarrus County and head of the struggling Mt.

Pleasant College, came to Charlotte to solicit funds for the College. Of his visit he said,

 

“I had no idea at the time of establishing a Lutheran Church here, it was business for our College that induced me to make the trip. Mr.

James Carson of this city has the honor of first suggesting the founding of this Lutheran Church, when I approached him for a donation

for our College he replied, ‘I will give you nothing for the College, but if you start a Lutheran Church in Charlotte, I will give $50 towards

it.’

 

This suggestion struck me very forcibly and I reported it that night to my host Mr. Isenhour. He was surprised at Mr. Carson’s liberal offer

and said:

 

‘I will give you $100 for the same purpose; do what you can when you go to town tomorrow and we may have at last a Lutheran Church

in Charlotte, for which I have been anxiously waiting for the last 30 years, ever since I settled here.’

 

Pastor Bernheim eventually collected pledges for $600 which he used to purchase the “Old Methodist Church” on the corner of Seventh

and College Streets. On Monday evening January 31, 1859, a meeting of Lutherans was held in the Mecklenburg County Court House and

after an address and prayer, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church was founded with 16 charter members.

 

At the same time a call was extended to the Rev. Alexander Phillippi, DD who had just graduated from Gettysburg Theological

Seminary. Pastor Phillippi accepted this call to St. Mark’s and worked very faithfully for more than a year with considerable success.

With war clouds looming, he left for his home in Virginia in 1860 to be with his own people if war started. When war did break out,

Pastor Phillippi served as a Chaplain in the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. During the war he was captured twice and each

time he escaped. Pastor Phillippi was the longest-serving Chaplain in the Army of Northern Virginia. He returned to Wythe County,

Virginia, and organized several new Lutheran congregations there and was present at the 50th Anniversary Celebration of St. Mark’s in

1909. He served as President of Trinity College in Wytheville for 21 years. He died in 1915; his grave is in the East End Cemetery in

Wytheville, where he served at St. John Lutheran Church for 50 years. In his obituary on the front page of the Pulaski Southwest Times of

November 29, 1915 it was said, “Our city has lost one of its most popular and useful citizens, the Rev. Alexander Phillippi, who died at his

home last night at 11 o’clock. ...  His first pastorate in the Lutheran church was at Charlotte, N.C., where he built the first Lutheran church

ever erected in that city.  ... Thus ended a long and useful life. A man for whom all people had the greatest respect. Many people now on

earth, and multitudes who have passed to the Great Beyond, will rise up and call him blessed”.

 

In less than a week Charlotte’s first Lutheran Church was founded, had its first building, and its first Pastor.

 

[Most of this article is based on a history written by Phillip E. Gerdes in 2000. For more of St. Mark’s history please see the

Our History section on the St. Mark’s website.]
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August Serving Schedule

Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart,

Jr., Alan Harms, Dale Hopp,

Vicki Holtz-Longshaw

Ushers

Sound System

8/4  Claire Dixon

8/11  John Brumbaugh

8/18  Roger Kuznia

8/25  Roger Bruhwel

Prayer Assistants

8/4  Larry Dagenhart, Jr.

8/11  Larry Dagenhart, Sr.

8/18 Youth

8/25 Mike Doyne

Gifts & Memorials
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Tabulators

8/4 & 8/11  Janice Miller,

Charles Lakeman, Richard

Cansler

 

8/18 & 8/25 Doug Milheim,

Janice Miller, Jane

Thompson

In Memory of Howard Groetzinger

 

Paul Mayeux -Room in the Inn

Linda Carter - Habitat for Humanity

Cheryl Edwards - Habitat for Humanity

Jim & Judy Habel - Habitat for Humanity

Barbara Baker - Habitat for Humanity

Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials

Judith & Robert Fay - Room in the Inn

Judith & Robert Fay - Gifts & Memorials

Sarah Ingle - Gifts & Memorials

Gene & Jackie Ellington - Room in the Inn

Marc & Susan Ginns - Room in the Inn

 

 

 

In Memory of Audrey Hostetler

 

Barry & Rachel Fulp - World Hunger

In Memory of James East

 

Barry & Rachel Fulp - World Hunger

Karen Covington - Gifts & Memorials

Randall Lemly - Gifts & Memorials

R Jeep Bryant - Gifts & Memorials

Donald & Dorothy Toney - Gifts & Memorials

James Middleswarth - Gifts & Memorials

Teddi Daniels - Gifts & Memorials

Barbara Baker - Gifts & Memorials

JB & Mary Lou Kiser - Gifts & Memorials

Steve & Jane McCall - Soup Kitchen

Scott & Melody Howarth - Gifts & Memorials

Joanne Marz - Gifts & Memorials

Gene & Marie Anne Daniels - Gifts & Memorials

Sally McCauley - Music Fund

Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials

Sarah Ingle - Gifts & Memorials

Gene & Jackie Ellington - Room in the Inn

William & Katheryne Satterwhite III - Gifts & Memorials

Marc & Susan Ginns - Room in the Inn

 

 

 

Communion Assistants

8/4 Melissa Smith, Lisa Barnette,

John Brumbaugh, Tom & Kay

Sehorn

 

8/11  Ken Williams, Matt Hurley,

Gretchen Dodge, Laura Foust,

Cliff Edahl

 

8/18 Janice Miller, Doug Milheim,

Linda Carter, Kevin & Karen

Feezor

 

8/25 Charles & Susan Lakeman,

Marc Ginns, Tom tolbert, Meg

Fielding
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