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  Standing on the Areopagus, Paul spoke these words to a group of Athenians. What makes these words remarkable is that 

Paul was quoting the Greek philosopher Epimenides and the Greek poet Aratus. Paul did mission by being respectful to 

and knowledgeable of his listeners while faithfully proclaiming the Christian message. This, simply stated, is Christian 

mission and it has not changed in two millennia. 

  The theme of the recent 2019 North Carolina Synod Assembly was “Vital Congregations.” As I listened to synod staff talk 

about this theme, I remembered Paul’s speech on the Areopagus. Paul established vital congregations in his context by 

engaging the culture of his day. Paul knew the religious and social issues facing his audience and spoke in terms that were 

easy for people to understand. In this way, Paul was able to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that was liberating. 

We know that Paul was successful because he established churches and Christianity spread across the ancient world. 

Remarkably, Paul’s proclamation still speaks to us today. 

  I remember encountering the word “Areopagus” as a metaphor for contextual mission as a young pastor in Tokyo, Japan. I 

received a journal edited by a Lutheran missionary titled “Areopagus” published by the Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre in 

Hong Kong. The byline of the journal was “a living encounter with today’s religious world.” This is what Paul was engaged in 

as he spoke on the Areopagus. 

  At St. Mark’s we also believe that Christ leads us into a “living encounter” with our world. The “living encounter” that any 

church or mission agency has with the world comes through the vitality of Christ Jesus already present in that work. In 

order for this to happen, Christians must be prepared to love and welcome others as Christ has done for us (John 15:12; 

Romans 15:7). St. Mark’s mission is God’s mission and we embody it through a loving welcome to the world. When the 

church goes to the margins of society, as did Jesus who ate with and welcomed the sinful and outcast, the church opens 

itself in love to the world. 

    This year St. Mark’s celebrates 160 years of being in mission in Charlotte. Charlotte has of course changed, but St. Mark’s 

mission continues to be a “living encounter” with the world in and around Charlotte. As we journey through the Pentecost 

season we give thanks that God is alive at St. Mark’s. We give thanks to God’s vitality in our ministries – “In him we live and 

move and have our being.” 

 

In the peace and joy of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,

“Yet he is not far from each one of us, for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’” Acts 17:27b-28 
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A Look Back at June 

High School Senior

Sunday

On June 2nd, we celebrated our 4

high school seniors, Ashley, Seth,

Glen and jake

Youth Mission Trip

Sixteen youth and 7 adults 

traveled to Morehead City to help 

out with the recovery efforts 

following hurricane Florence.
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Council Highlights 

The Congregation Council met on Monday, June 10.  Highlights of the meeting included: 

The Treasurer reported that church expenses are currently about $8500 more than revenues.  Please be sure that your 

pledge is up to date, especially during the summer months when many people are away from church for vacations or 

other trips. 

 

Pastor Tim has begun offering Holy Communion for Soup Kitchen attendees on the first Thursday of each month. 

 

Pastor Tim reported that he, John Simon, and Meg Fielding attended Synod Assembly in Greensboro at the end of May. 

 One big change voted on by the assembly is that the Synod business meeting will now only take place every other year. 

 In alternating years there will be some type of spiritual program for anyone who is interested. 

 

The Personnel Committee continues to search for a new Administrative Assistant and a new Financial Assistant.   They 

have interviews pending for each position and hope to be able to hire new employees soon.  Because of the help of 

many volunteers, the church bulletin is being printed earlier in the week.  As a reminder, any items to be included in the 

bulletin's Parish News should be to the church office no later than Tuesday of each week. 

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information on any of these 

items. 

 

From Pastor Timothy McKenzie: 

The 2019 Synod Assembly was held at the Kuory Convention Center in Greensboro, May 31 - June 1. The Assembly was 

attended by 466 people, and the ELCA national church representative was the Rev. Ruben Duran, Director of New 

Congregational Development. The theme of the assembly was “Vital Congregations” and focused on building vitality and 

vision in all the congregations of the synod. Bishop Timothy Smith spoke to this saying that vital congregations are 

“Communities of Jesus that nurture life-changing relationships with God, each other, and the world.” A vital congregation 

is one that is open to creating community and ministry with the wider world around it. St. Mark’s is engaged in creating 

community and ministry in many ways with the Charlotte community. Being a “Vital Congregation” is about being open to 

change and discerning the new thing that the Holy Spirit is seeking to do among us now! 

From Meg Fielding: 

It’s always exciting to see the work of the wider Church in action. We were almost 200 congregations discussing 

congregation vitality, synod resources and the support that the synod provides to other national ministries. We celebrated 

the anniversary of the ordination of women in the ELCA and spoke about the continuing challenges that women in 

ministry face. The fellowship in the meeting room and at meals was heartwarming and worship was amazing.We all left 

with the firm conviction that the work of Christ is going on all through North Carolina. I’m happy to be a small part of that 

work. 

From John Simon: 

Some people find conventions dull, but I find them exciting. You get to hear from many reports, from all the committees 

that are working in the North Carolina Synod. Beside learning from the fundamental principles of our N.C. Synod 

Constitution (which we had 2 changes to vote on) you get to understand how much our Bishop works to keep our Synod 

running smoothly. It was a joy and privilege to attend and represent St. Mark’s. 

Synod Assembly 2019



The Pastor blessed the Stephen Ministers, their ministry and the communion kits with which they bear the 

sacrament to those they visit. 

 

The Stephen Ministry Team is very grateful for the support of Pastor Timothy and the St. Mark family.  

Stephen Ministry 

Blessing of the Stephen Ministers 

On the first Sunday in June Pastor Timothy called the Stephen Ministers to the altar.   He then addressed the 

congregation: “Baptized in the name of Christ, we are called to offer ourselves to the Lord in thanksgiving for what 

God has done and continues to do for us.  It is with thanksgiving that we recognize the Stephen Ministers.” 

 

He then blessed and recommissioned returning Stephen Minister, Tom Sehorn. 

Rebecca Finamore, Bonnie Eckerd, Flora Chance, Laura Van Landingham, 

Tom Sehorn, Lawanna Stoeckel, Sarah Dagenhart, Lisa Barnette
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A Word of Thanks!

I would like to express my thanksgiving for the time and the talents of many people at St. Mark’s 

who have continued to volunteer their time in many ways during this time of office staff 

transition. Volunteers at the reception desk, in the church office, and around the building have 

continued to witness to the power of the body of Christ at St. Mark’s. I would like to also thank 

the Personnel Committee and the Property Committee for their ongoing work on our behalf. 

 Thank you one and all! 

 

Pastor McKenzie 
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Children's VBS  "Christmas in July" 

     July 13, 9am - 2pm 

 

Adult VBS: "We Are All Missionaries: We Can Make a World of Difference" 

     Aug. 4 (12:00-2:00 pm) & Aug. 5 (6:30 pm-8:00 pm) 

Mark Your Calendar 

Emily Foley         Committee Chairperson 

Christian Education 

These are just three of the new titles recently added to the St. Mark's 

Library collection. You'll find them on the "New Books Shelf." Stop by 

anytime to browse or check out a book. 

 

And the Angels Were Silent by Max Lucado, relates how a hush fell over 

heaven during Jesus' final days in this  book of meditations and Bible 

study. This is an older book, from 1992, but one you'll appreciate from 

one of our favorite authors. 

 

Another title new to our collection is, Jesus in Egypt. It tells the story of 

Christ's childhood years. The author is Paul Perry. 

 

Tim Woodroof's, The Messenger is an exciting fictional account of the 

Apostle Paul's Letter to the Philippians. 

 

Look for these, and other books, for your summer reading enjoyment. 

New Books in the Library

ONE BIG EVENT ON ONE BIG DAY 

 

*Bring your unwanted books to the 

Gathering Place when you come to church 

any Sunday through July 7. 

*Take as many books home as you like 

when you leave church on Book Swap 

Sunday. 

*Take some even if you didn’t bring any to 

swap! 

*Read and enjoy them all summer. 

 

Remainders will be donated to Christian 

Library International, https://cli.world/ 

 

Sponsored by St. Mark’s Library 

Committee 

Book Swap 

Sunday, July 7 

in the Gathering Space 

The Faith Forum class will view lectures from the 

Teaching Company by Professor Phillip Cary titled 

Luther: Gospel, Law, and Reformation. 

 

Please join us at 9:30 each Sunday in room #215 as 

we trace the development of Luther's doctrines 

about the Gospels. 

 

All new members to St. Mark's and visitors are 

especially welcome. 

Faith Forum 

Summer Classes
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Ethnic Restaurant Group Book Study Group 

Congregational Life 
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson 

The St. Mark’s Book Club 

will meet on Thursday, 

July 27, at 10 am in the 

small conference room. 

The book is The Rosie 

Project by Graeme 

Simsion.  All are welcome 

to participate.  Please 

contact Judy Tolbert for 

more information. 

St. Mark's Seniors 

 

This months program has yet to be determined, but you are 

invited to stay for an enjoyable lunch. The cost for lunch is 

eight dollars. To make a reservation please call Judy Tolbert 

 

St. Mark’s Senior Ministry is the sponsor of this program. 

Everyone, including friends and guests, are invited to join us. 

Ethnic Restaurant Group will meet at “Hello 

Chicken” on July 16, 2019 at 7:00 PM.  Hello Chicken 

is a new Colombian-style rotisserie restaurant in 

the Tower Place Festival Shopping Center (8700 

Pineville-Matthews Rd, Pineville, NC 28226).  The 

courteous staff is accommodating and attentive.   

 

Hello Chicken serves vegan soups, wraps, and 

wraps as well as individual plates and family-style 

dinners.  The featured meat is chicken.  Sides 

include mac’n’cheese, various potatoes, different 

beans, plantains, and salads.  Sauces are provided 

with the entrées.  Portions are generous, so save 

room for dessert (flan, mousse, cake).  Please RSVP 

by 5:00 PM on July 14th to Tom Tolbert. 

We are delighted to report that Jane Thompson is taking 

over the leadership of our  "Care and Share" team.  As a 

reminder, the "Care and Share" team was started last year in 

order to meet the short-term needs of congregation 

members who may have had surgery, had a baby, sustained 

an accident, have an illness, or be grieving.  Things that this 

team can do to help include short-term arrangements for : 

meals, transportation to medical appointments picking up 

medications, Picking up groceries, and other such needs. 

 

 This is where YOU come in!  We can't help members if we 

don't know that they are in a situation where help may be 

useful or even necessary.  Please contact Jane Thompson or 

any member of the "Care and Share" team if you know of 

someone who might benefit from this kind of assistance. 

 Thank you!   

 

Members of the team are:  Ashley Knoy, Susan Ginns, Elaine 

Hazen, Laura Van Landingham, Carla Haley, Susan Lakeman, 

Richard and Millie Cansler, John Simon, Sr., Carol Milheim, 

Marilyn Graham, Diane Thornton, Rachel Fulp, Linda Carter, 

Jackie Harms, Kay Sehorn, Evelyn Gerdes, Kim Adden, Kay 

and Harold Finlon, Shelley Mobley, Rebecca Finamore, and 

Karen Feezor.   We look forward to serving St. Mark's! 

Care and Share Under 

New Leadership! 



Social Ministry 

Page 7 

Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson 

Reserve Wednesday, August 7th, 10:00 AM for St. Mark’s 

4th annual Rise Against Hunger Meal-packing Event. 

 

Invite friends of all ages to help pack 10,152 meals during 

this exciting, intergenerational Event.  Register online at 

http://events.stophungernow.org/StMarks2019, or use the 

manual forms in the Gathering Space. 

 

Make a reservation for lunch after the meal-kits are 

packed.   

 

Donate to support this Event:  to St. Mark’s (write “Rise 

Against Hunger Event” on checks and envelopes) or online 

at http://events.stophungernow.org/StMarks2019. 

 

Thank you for helping as we share food with others from 

our own abundance. 

 

Contact Tom Tolbert for more information. 

Meal-Packing Event

Did you know that the Kairos Prison Ministry hosts monthly 

reunions??  These young men are between the ages of 18 to 

24. We have two weekends per year for 42 participants that 

are Thursday through Sunday. The team members return 

monthly on the first Tuesday night from 6:45 pm to 8:15 pm 

for a Prayer and Share Reunion. During the reunion nights, 

we invite all of the graduates of Kairos to attend the Prayer 

and Share Reunion. The numbers in attendance vary 

because most age out of Foothills at age 22; although, we 

average 50 participants and 20 team members. 

 

During the reunion, we gather 4 to 6 participants and 1 or 2 

team members for table discussions. Sometimes we have a 

chapter & verse to talk about, After our tables have 

completed their discussions, one table representative 

comes up to the mic and gives their table’s summary. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about Kairos, 

contact Tom Sehorn or Jay Jacob.

Kairos Prison Ministry

 In a short term crisis, a week's worth of groceries from LOAVES & FISHES can mean 

the difference between paying the rent, utilities, medicine or feeding your family.  

To visit a LOAVES & FISHES pantry, you must have a referral.  A referral can come 

from a church pastor, clergy member, medicine provider, school counselor, or any 

of the many human service agencies located in Mecklenburg County.  The referring 

agency then calls LOAVES & FISHES to make the referral.  A family may visit a 

pantry once a month up to 8 times in a 365 day period and must have a referral 

with each visit. 

 

There are 18 pantries located throughout the county and also a main warehouse 

where large donations are taken such as the postal food drive and the Boy Scout 

food drive.  The food is then sorted and taken to the various pantries according to 

that pantry's specific need so all pantries are equally stocked. Now that school is 

out, low income children will not be receiving free breakfasts or lunches and the 

demand for assistance at the pantries will increase. 

 

St. Mark's has a baker's rack outside the mail room across from the Administrative 

office to receive your donations of non-perishable, non-breakable food items.  Here 

is a list of current priority needs:  canned meats (tuna, chicken, beef stew, spam), 

canned vegetables, canned fruit, peanut butter, canned pastas (spaghetti, ravioli,), 

powdered milk, corn muffin mix, cereal and 100% fruit juices.  All food donations, 

however, are welcome.  LOAVES & FISHES also appreciates donated funds to 

purchase perishable food items such as eggs, fresh meat, cheese, yogurt and bread 

at a reduced price.  Donated funds also help fuel the trucks delivering food to the 

network of pantries from the main warehouse.  If you wish to make a monetary 

donation, write a check to St. Mark's with LOAVES & FISHES on the memo line and 

it will be sent to them.

Loaves & Fishes



Youth & Children 

Sunday, July 7: 

Youth & Family 

Sunday School  

9:30 - 10:15 am 

Youth Room 

Youth and parents are invited to catch up and to 

have a discussion in the Youth Room. 

 

Tuesday, July 2nd 

Youth Movie Outing

Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com 

Saturday, July 13: 

One-Day Children’s VBS 

Christmas in July! Storytelling, crafts, games, music!   

For children ages 4-10.  Youth are encouraged to 

serve as helpers.  Children are encouraged to invite a 

friend! $5 per child participant 

Thursday, July 25: 

Youth Service Day 

11:00 am - ?? 

We will begin our day by serving at the St. Mark’s 

Soup Kitchen before going off campus to serve our 

community (more details to come).  Please let Alex 

know if you plan to join in the fun! 
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Cennebar Arboretum, 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

Participants will meet to watch Spider-man: Far 

From Home before enjoying TCBY.  Please let Alex 

know if you are interested in joining in the fun! 

 

Life-long friends get their 

start somewhere. 

Why not at St. Mark's?!



July Serving Schedule 

7/7   Charles & Susan Lakeman, Neil & 

Charlotte Dixon 

7/14  Martin Barnes, Richard & Millie Cansler 

7/21  Benny & Judy Cox, Gene & Marie Ann 

Daniels 

7/28  Eileen Dunlap, Flint & Emily Foley 

 

Greeters

Doug Milheim, Marc Ginns, Virginia Ginns, 

Mike Mobley, Rochelle Dagenhart 

 

Ushers

Sound System

7/7   Roger Bruhwel 

7/14  Neil Dixon 

7/21  Kevin Feezor 

7/28 Tom Sehorn

Lectors

7/7   Charles Lakeman 

7/14  Meg Fielding 

7/21  Ingrid Keris 

7/28 Bill Schwartz

Prayer Assistant

7/7   Tom Tolbert 

7/14  Kelly Price 

7/21  Youth 

7/28 Ralph Purpur

Gifts & Memorials

In Honor of Ashley & John Knoy              Soup Kitchen                                                          by Catherine & Jim Metze 

 

In Honor of Jackie & Alan Harms            Pastor's Discretionary Fund                                by Catherine & Jim Metze 

 

With thanks to Jane McCall,                    Soup Kitchen                                                           by Flora Chance 

Jackie Harms, Sarah  Poplin, 

Gretchen Dodge 

 

In Memory of Audrey Hostetler              Stephen Ministry Fund                                         by Barbara Baker 

[Bonnie Eckerd's Mother] 

Page 9 


