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The Pastor's Pen 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

 We’ve all probably heard the phrase, “Oh, you don’t know what you’re asking for.” It usually follows a request for 

something difficult and involved. In the verse above, the disciple Philip asks Jesus to show him the Father. Like Moses 

asking to see God’s glory on the holy mountain, Philip asks to instantly be shown something that requires the journey of 

faith. Instead of turning Philip down, Jesus says - “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” Jesus is telling Philip, and 

us, that if we desire to see and know God, we must look at Jesus. 

 

 Martin Luther liked this passage. Luther used this dialogue between Philip and Jesus to point to God hidden and 

revealed in the suffering of the cross. By pointing to himself Jesus is telling Philip that God can be seen in the one who 

ate with sinners, healed the sick, fed the hungry and suffered for the world. The place where we see this most clearly is in 

the God hidden in the suffering of the cross. 

 

 During the season of Easter, we have been reading from the Gospel of John. In John’s gospel, the world doesn’t 

recognize Jesus as the one sent by the Father into the world. Even today, many continue to find a crucified God – a 

suffering God – hard to understand. “What good is that? We need a God who will make everything better – now.” The 

message of Easter is that in Christ Jesus suffering and death have been transformed into the certain hope of new life. 

 

 The open secret of Christianity is that through faith in the cross and resurrection we already participate in eternal life. 

However, this new life means that we return to Jesus daily so that our relationship can be deepened through the grace of 

faith. 

 

 On June 9th we will celebrate Pentecost and the life-giving gift of the Holy Spirit. By saying “Philip, whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father” Jesus is asking Philip, and us, to look to him as the window through which we know the Father, 

know the Son, and know the gift of the Holy Spirit. Looking to Jesus daily is a faith-journey that changes us. We are not 

alone. The Triune God calls us by name in baptism and walks with us daily, leading us from moments of dying to 

moments of resurrection. May you experience new life in Christ daily and in Christ’s body at St. Mark’s! 

 

In the peace and joy of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

 

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC | 704.375.9185 | www.saintmarkscharlotte.org 

July 2019 Remarks Deadline is 6/20 

 

“Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.’” (John 14:8-9)

Dear Friends in Christ,
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A Look Back at May 

Confirmation

Sunday

On May 19th, we welcomed

Kelsey and Michael into the

membership at St. Mark's. 

Congratulations on your

confirmation!

Soup Kitchen 

5 year anniversary

On May 7th, the St. Mark's Soup 

Kitchen celebrated 5 years of 

serving our neighbors.

2nd Graders from Charlotte 

Country Day made cards with 

Lollipops for our neighbors.

We served 127 neighbors on May 

9th as we recognized our 5 years 

serving the community.
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Council Highlights 

The Congregation Council met on Monday, May 13.  Highlights of the meeting included: 

A New Member Sunday will be held on June 9, 2019, which is also Pentecost.  Several new members will 

be received that day, and a light reception will be held after the 10:30 am service to welcome these new 

folks to St. Mark's.  We look forward to greeting these new members of our church family that day! 

A Memorial service for Howard Groetzinger will be held at St. Mark's on Saturday, June 22, 2019.  We pray 

for God's comfort and peace for Howard's wife Betty at this time. 

The online pictorial directory is now available.  Please see Tom Tolbert if you would like to request a 

printed copy of the directory or if you have questions about how to access the directory online. 

Congregational Life noted that August 7, 2019 is the "Rise Against Hunger" event at St. Mark's.  $3500 

needs to be raised for this as it is not a budgeted item.  You may donate through St. Mark's or at the "Rise 

Against Hunger" website (see article elsewhere in this newsletter for specific info about designating your 

online gift to St. Mark's event). 

The church has contracted with Kelly Office Systems for a new Riso machine for the office.  The current 

Riso was 12 years old and quit functioning several weeks ago.  This new machine will allow for more 

efficient and economical printing.  We will also retain the Xerox copier for its scanning capability. 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information on 

any of these items. 

 

Words of Gratitude

I would like to express words of thanksgiving for the time and the talents of the many people of 

St. Mark’s who in recent weeks have volunteered their time in many ways. Through answering the 

phone; helping visitors; producing, folding and collating the weekly bulletin and Parish News; 

and in being good stewards in the administration of the church offices, many of St. Mark’s 

members have worked behind the scenes to ensure the smooth operation of the church. Finally, 

words of gratitude are in order for Diane Thornton, Doug Milheim and John Graham, whose rapid 

response to the electrical fire of the chancel organ motor, prevented a possible larger fire. Doug, 

John, the Property Team and Les Ackerman worked tirelessly to ensure that the motor was both 

replaced and the related circuitry improved. 

 

Thank you! 

 Pastor McKenzie 



Important Information

The downstairs clothing dryer 

was found running several days 

after being turned on.  It is 

important that anyone who 

uses the dryer stay until the 

cycle is finished.  It cannot be 

left running under any 

circumstances.
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Dryer Timer Broken

Children's VBS  "Christmas in July" 

     July 13, 9am - 2pm 

 

Adult VBS: "We Are All Missionaries: We Can Make a World of Difference" 

     Aug. 4 (12:00-2:00 pm) & Aug. 5 (6:30 pm-8:00 pm) 

Mark Your Calendar 

Emily Foley         Committee Chairperson 

New Member Sunday will be held 

on June 9, 2019, which is also 

Pentecost.  Several new members 

will be received that day, and a 

light reception will be held after 

the 10:30 am service to welcome 

these new folks to St. Mark's.  We 

look forward to greeting these new 

members of our church family that 

day!

Visitors & New Members

Altar Flowers

Sign up on the flower chart, located 

beside the mailroom, in honor of  a 

special occasion, a person or in 

memory of a loved one.  Donations 

may also be made to the altar 

flower fund.

St. Mark’s online directory is up and 

running.  If you have not accessed this 

pictorial directory yet, give it a try.  For 

PCs, use your browser; for Apple 

products go to App Store; for Andriod 

products go to Game Store.  Type in 

“InstantChurchDirectory” and follow the 

prompts for registering as a new user. 

 Your username will be the email that 

you supplied when you had your 

photograph made.  Your password will 

be your own invention (minimum of 8 

characters; must include 1 capital letter, 

1 small letter, 1 numeral, and 1 symbol). 

Remember your password!  If you 

would like to add your picture or have a 

remake, please contact Tom Tolbert  

Printed directories are being prepared 

for persons who do not have 

convenient access to the internet or 

other special needs; contact Tom 

Tolbert for availability. 

 

Online Directory

Surprised by what you read in the 

Bible? There's a class that meets on 

Sunday mornings where we get 

together to talk about things like this. 

 

Bring a cup of coffee and join us 

between services every Sunday 

throughout the summer. We gather 

at 9:30 in room #215. We'd love to 

have you with us. 

Faith Forum New Member Class

Christian Education 

Pastor Tim will be offering a two-part class for New Members on June 16th and 

23rd, during the Christian education hour from 9:30 am - 10:15 am (in the small 

conference room next to the Chapel). The class is open to new members and 

visitors who would like to know more about St. Mark’s. We will look at Dr. Martin 

Marty’s book Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers. Please see Pastor Tim for 

details.! 
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Ethnic Restaurant Group 

Book Study Group 
Care and Share Under 

New Leadership!

Congregational Life 
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson 

We are delighted to report that Jane Thompson is 

taking over the leadership of our  "Care and Share" team. 

 As a reminder, the "Care and Share" team was started 

last year in order to meet the short-term needs of 

congregation members who may have had surgery, had 

a baby, sustained an accident, have an illness, or be 

grieving.  Things that this team can do to help include 

short-term arrangements for : meals, transportation to 

medical appointments picking up medications, Picking 

up groceries, and other such needs.  This is where YOU 

come in!  We can't help members if we don't know that 

they are in a situation where help may be useful or even 

necessary.  Please contact Jane Thompson or any 

member of the "Care and Share" team if you know of 

someone who might benefit from this kind of 

assistance.  Thank you!  Members of the team are:  

Ashley Knoy, Susan Ginns, Elaine Hazen, Laura Van 

Landingham, Carla Haley, Susan Lakeman, Richard and 

Millie Cansler, John Simon, Sr., Carol Milheim, Marilyn 

Graham, Diane Thornton, Rachel Fulp, Linda Carter, 

Jackie Harms, Kay Sehorn, Evelyn Gerdes, Kim Adden, 

Kay and Harold Finlon, Shelley Mobley, Rebecca 

Finamore, and Karen Feezor.   We look forward to 

serving St. Mark's! 

The St. Mark’s Book Club will meet on Thursday, June 27, at

10 am in the small conference room.  The book is yet to be

determined.  All are welcome to participate.  Please contact

Judy Tolbert for more information. 

St. Mark's Seniors

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED: 

MORE THAN THE SWIMSUIT EDITION 

Meet Larry Keith, writer and editor on Wednesday, June 5 at 10:15 

Who doesn’t have a favorite team or sport they follow? Everyone who’s crazy about college or pro sports will want to 

come to the Fellowship Hall on June 5 to meet Larry Keith. This is your opportunity to get exclusive analysis from 

someone who has written nineteen cover stories about baseball and college basketball and football. Larry was also the 

editor of the Official Olympic Games Souvenir Programs for Atlanta, Sydney, and Salt Lake City. 

Mark this date on your calendar, if you want to hear what it was like to work for Time Inc. Larry was a writer and editor 

at the magazine for thirty-three years. He is a graduate of the UNC School of Media and Journalism. Since retiring from 

the magazine he’s moved back to North Carolina, after living in the New York City area for forty-nine years. 

 

You are invited to stay for an enjoyable lunch to continue the conversation. The cost for lunch is eight dollars. To make a 

reservation please call Judy Tolbert or send an email to judytolbert@comporium.net. 

 

St. Mark’s Senior Ministry is the sponsor of this program. Everyone, including friends and guests, are invited to join us. 

Laissez les bon temps roulez with St. Mark’s Ethnic 

Restaurant Group at Cajun Queen Restaurant on June 

18th at 7:00 PM.  CQ has been a mainstay of Louisiana 

cuisine in Metrolina for decades.  One can savor the 

flavors and have a delayed Mardi Gras party with friends 

in this pleasant old house at 1800 E 7th Street (28204). 

 

Check out your preferences for Cajun or Creole dishes – 

and debate the finer distinctions between the two 

styles.  Share your happy stories about bons temps in 

NOLA and Acadian country around “Laff-yet”. 

 

Complimentary valet parking takes care of what to do 

with your carriage, or parking is often available along 

Lamar Avenue. 

 

Please RSVP to Tom Tolbert by Sunday, June 16 at 5:00 

PM so that CQ can reserve tables in a cluster for our 

group. 

 

We look forward to sharing this meal and fun with you! 



Youth & Children 

Sunday, June 9 

Mission Trip Prep 

Noon-1:30 pm 

All mission trip participants are asked to be at this 

meeting.  We will enjoy lunch, group-building 

activities, and go over important information about 

our trip to Morehead City. 

 

Sunday, June 2 

Senior Sunday + Lunch 

Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com 

Sunday, June 23-Friday, June 28: 

Youth and Family Mission Trip to 

Morehead City, NC 

Youth and parents will serve God and neighbor as we 

join in the clean up and rebuild effort in Morehead 

City, NC.  We will partner with First United Methodist 

in Morehead City.  We look forward to joining in God’s 

redemptive work for the people we will serve. 

July At-A-Glance 

July 2:  Youth Movie Outing 

 

July 7: Youth and Family Sunday School group 

discussion @ 9:30 am 

 

July 13: Children’s One-Day VBS “Christmas in July!” 

9:00 am-2:00 pm,  Storytelling, crafts, games, 

music!  For children ages 4-10.  Children are 

encouraged to invite a friend and youth are 

encouraged to help.   $5 per child participant 

 

July 25: Youth Service Day 
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During the 10:30 service we will celebrate our four 

graduating high school seniors: Virginia, Seth, Glen, 

and Jacob.  After the service, the congregation is 

invited to the Fellowship Hall for a fried chicken 

dinner.  Please RSVP to Alex 

(dymalexenglish@gmail.com) and plan to bring a 

side dish to share. 

 



Social Ministry 
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson 

April 25th - 28th, eight members of the St. Mark’s 

family were blessed to go to Guyan, West Virginia to 

serve with Appalachia Service Project (ASP). We were 

able to help three families in need make their homes 

“Safer, Warmer, Dryer,” which is the motto of ASP.  We 

installed flooring, installed a storm door, worked on 

ceiling moldings, and installed siding across three 

properties.  We also got to know the  owners while we 

did our work.  Each night we enjoyed a hearty dinner 

and a time of devotion.  We went to bed tired but 

woke up energized at the prospect of serving God and 

neighbor in a unique way. 

 

We plan to serve again with ASP in Guyan Valley in 

Spring 2020.  The trip will be open to all members over 

18 years old.  We will make firm plans in the Fall, and 

we hope you’ll consider participating on this grace- 

filled trip! 

Adult Mission Trip Thank you for 

your generosity!

St. Mark’s has once again shown what a loving 

and generous congregation you are.  A check 

for $2,569.33 will be sent to RUNNING WORKS 

to provide bus passes for the homeless 

participating in their running events.  These 

will help the homeless get to a job, school, 

health appointments and job interviews. 

 Thank you for caring! 

Reserve Wednesday, August 7th, 10:00 AM for St. 

Mark’s 4th annual Rise Against Hunger Meal- 

packing Event. 

Invite friends of all ages to help pack 10,152 

meals during this exciting, intergenerational 

Event. 

Register online at 

http://events.stophungernow.org/StMarks2019, 

or use the manual forms in the Gathering Space. 

Make a reservation for lunch after the meal-kits 

are packed.   

Donate to support this Event:  to St. Mark’s (write 

“Rise Against Hunger Event” on checks and 

envelopes) or online at 

http://events.stophungernow.org/StMarks2019. 

 

Thank you for helping as we share food with 

others from our own abundance. 

Contact Tom Tolbert for more information. 

Meal-Packing Event

We will be hosting a “shower” throughout June to support the HUMANE SOCIETY OF CHARLOTTE.  They are a 

private 501 ©(3) non-profit relying on the generous support of animal lovers in the community for cash donations 

and donations of needed items for the dogs and cats temporarily living at the shelter while waiting for a new home. 

We are asking for your donations of the following:  *dog/cat food (any brand and size);  *dog/cat treats, (any brand 

and size);  *kitty litter, (pellets only, no “light”);  *dog/cat toys;  *6’x1” nylon leases;  *fleece blankets (any size).  Also 

appreciated are used pet carriers and wire dog crates (thoroughly cleaned).   Baskets for your donations will be 

found in the hall across from the restrooms.  

Social Ministry June Project



June Serving Schedule 

6/2   Chris & Sam Parrish, Susan League 

6/9   Kay Sehorn, Dave & Janice Simpson 

6/16  Joanne Marz, Ted Semen, David 

Thompson 

6/23  Bill & Jane Thompson, Mark Thornton 

6/30  Michael & Tara Thompson, Robert & 

Kim Adden 

 

Greeters Communion Assistants

6/2  Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Mike Doyne, 

Jane McCall, Ron Wenzel, Barbara 

Baker 

6/9  Ken Williams, Jay Jacob, Janice 

Miller, Laura Foust, Susan League 

6/16  Marty Schwartz, Tom & Kay 

Sehorn, Melissa Smith, Lisa Barnette 

6/23  Gretchen Dodge, Linda Carter, 

Matt Hurley, Sally McCauley, Vicki 

Holtz-Longshaw 

6/30  Kevin & Karen Feezor, Charles & 

Susan Lakeman, Marc Ginns

John Simon, Michael Doyne, Jenny 

Dagenhart, Larry Lippert, Jim Metze, Jay 

Jacob, Bill Thompson 

 

Ushers

Sound System
6/2    Tom Sehorn 

6/9    Claire Dixon 

6/16   Roger Kuznia 

6/23  Lauren Dunlap 

6/30  Jonathan Lakeman

Lectors

6/2    Lisa Barnette 

6/9    Kay Finlon 

6/16   Emily Foley 

6/23  Carol Goodall 

6/30  Mary Anna Summer

Prayer Assistant

6/2    Karen Feezor 

6/9    Bonnie Eckerd 

6/16   Youth 

6/23  Shelley Mobley 

6/30  Ernie Marion

Tabulators

6/2 & 6/9    Cliff Edahl, Joe Barrett, Meg 

Fielding 

6/16, 6/23, 6/30  Sybille Brown, Genen 

Daniels Jim Metz, Rod Peck

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

1001 Queens Road 

Charlotte, NC 28207 

 


