
ReMarks 
March 2019 

The Pastor's Pen 

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  704.375.9185  |  www.saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

March Remarks deadline is February 20th!!   

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22). 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

 During Lent Christians around the world meditate upon Jesus’ invitation to self-denial and the way of the 

cross. As symbolic of this act of self-denial many people elect to “give up” something during the season of 

Lent. This is a commendable practice that often teaches us the difficulty of self-mastery, especially vis-à-vis 

things that we often find ourselves dependent upon. When I was a teenager I remember giving up ice 

cream and pizza – which felt like a sacrifice for me at that age! However, I think that Jesus’ words about 

denying oneself are meant to go a bit deeper toward addressing things that get in the way of the call to 

follow him. 

 

 Jesus’ call to follow him is an invitation to see ourselves in a new way. By asking his followers to “deny 

themselves” Jesus is inviting each of us to examine who we are in the most fundamental way. Who is this 

person that I think I am? Who is this “self” that I think I know well, yet who remains elusive? Jesus’ call is an 

invitation to see and understand ourselves in light of the cross and the path that Jesus walked. 

 Another way of translating this word “deny” is through the word “abandon” - as in “abandon yourself…and 

follow me.” Jesus is asking us to discard or abandon that self that is not who we truly are. The call to follow 

Jesus leads us to abandon the ways in which the world also calls us to follow it rather than Jesus, the daily 

temptations to be children of the world rather than children of God. 

 

 Each week at the beginning of worship in the context of remembering our baptism, we confess the ways 

in which we have followed our own way and neglected the call of Christ and the needs of our neighbor. 

Each week in worship we are restored by God’s merciful and gracious words of forgiveness that create in 

us a clean heart and a right spirit. In Christ Jesus we become “a new creation” (2 Cor 5:17). 

 

 This year, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6th, with services at 12:15 pm and 7:00 pm, and continues 

with Lenten mid-week services are every Wednesday at 12:15 pm and 7:00 pm. All of the 7:00 pm services 

will be preceded by a light dinner served in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us! During Lent we return to 

the theme of our need for God at the center of our lives. This Lent we have opportunities at St. Mark’s to 

meditate upon the call of Jesus to follow him in the way of the cross - the way of Christian discipleship. We 

don’t walk alone. Jesus walks together with us. 

 

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
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A Look Back at February 

Welcome Pastor 
Tim McKenzie 

The congregation came together

on February 3rd to welcome

Pastor Tim and Mari to St.

Mark's.  Mark Ginns presented

them a gift and told them about

the "pounding" they would

receive.  Be sure to take the time

to sign up for a Cottage Meeting

so you can get to know them

better!! 

Cherub Choir

Our precious children shared their 

singing talents with I'll Do My 

Best and I've Got Peace Like a 

River, hand motions and all!  What 

a joy!

New T.V. Monitors
Have you checked out the new TV 

monitors around the church?  Now 

you can read up-to-date 

information about what is going 

on at St. Mark's.  Visitors can also 

learn about what is happening any 

time they come into our building.  

What an exciting opportunity for 

our congregation.
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Council Highlights 

The Congregation Council met on Monday,  February 11.  Highlights of the meeting included: 

Council will again host Lenten dinners before the Wednesday Lenten services.  Committee assignments 

are as follows: 

 

Weds., March 6 -    Ash Weds. Congregational Life  

Weds., March 13 -  Worship and Music and Gifts and Memorials 

Weds., March 20 - Youth & Christian Education 

Weds., March 27 -  Property 

Weds., April 3 -       Evangelism and Social Ministry 

Weds., April 10 -     Finance, Stewardship, and Personnel 

 

Signup sheets are available in the Gathering Space, and everyone is encouraged to sign up for the 

dinners they plan to attend.  We hope to see you there! 

 

Council members served at Room in the Inn on Tuesday, February 12.  They took care of set up, dinner 

and clean up, breakfast and night sitting for this evening. 

 

After much discussion, Council approved splitting the current Stewardship/Finance Committee into two 

separate committees.  This will serve the purpose of bringing the committees into alignment with the 

By-Laws and allowing them to better focus on the different issues that come with Finance or 

Stewardship.     

 

The Gifts and Memorials Committee has agreed to purchase new computers for Pastor Tim, Alex 

English, and the Financial Office.  This will complete updating the computers for all staff and church 

offices. 

      

Council discussed relocating the deep-relief wooden lion carving that was previously situated in the 

Gathering Space where the new TV is now located.  It was important to the group to find a respectful 

location where it could easily be viewed by all.  The decision was made to relocate it to the wooden 

panel at the front right side of the sanctuary above the choir loft.   

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information 

on any of these items. 

      

Marc Ginns - President 

Sally McCauley - Vice President 

Karen Feezer - Secretary 

Barbara Baker - Treasurer 

Marty Schwartz - Christian Ed 

Jane McCaul - Congregational Life 

Chris Miller - Evangelism 

Gretchen Dodge - Finance, Stewardship 

John Simon - Gifts & Memorials 

Matt Hurley - Property 

Susan League - Social Ministry 

Tom Tolbert - Worship & Music 

Ron Wenzel - Youth & Children 

Erin Wall - Youth & Children
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Ethnic Restaurant Group 

St. Mark's 
Book Study Group

Cottage Meetings

March 1, 2019 March 2, 2019

March 7, 2019 March 9, 2019

March 10, 2019 March 19, 2019

7:30 pm 

Hosted by Tom and Judy Tolbert 

1823 Apple Tree Lane 

Fort Mill, SC  29715 

2-4 pm 

Hosted by Ron & Betsy Wenzel 

10223 Bayart Way 

Huntersville, NC  28078 

11:30-1 pm 

Hosted by Plantation Estates 

For Plantation Estate Residents 

only.

6:30 pm (vegan/GF dinner) 

Hosted by Reneau and Laura 

Van Landingham 

4065 Mountainview Street 

Gastonia, NC 28056

4-6 pm 

Hosted by Phil and Laura Foust, 

449 Roselawn Place, 

Charlotte, NC  28211

4-6 pm 

Hosted by Susan League 

5513 Santeetlah Court 

Charlotte, NC  28217 

The Cottage Meetings are designed to give everyone a chance to get 

to know Pastor Tim and Mari in a more intimate setting.  Be sure to 

sign up in the Gathering Space for a date and time that works for you.

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will 

meet on Thursday, March 28, at 10 am 

in the small conference room.  Our 

study this month will be The Last Ballad 

by Wiley Cash.  All  are welcome to 

participate.  For more information, 

please contact Judy Tolbert 

(judytolbert@comporium.net or 

803.548.5605) for more information. 

The Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at Nakato Japanese Restaurant (8500 Pineville-Matthews Road, 

28226) at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 19, 2019.  The group met at Nakato about a year ago and enjoyed a 

marvelous meal accompanied by the chef’s acrobatics and hijinks.  Watch for how to achieve a low-salt diet 

– and a flaming volcano and other amusements. 

 

Nakato has three location in Charlotte.  Our reservation is at the location in Pineville: 

 https://nakato.com/japanese-steakhouse-sushi-bar/pineville.  Nakato is on the north side of NC-51 between 

Park Road and Johnston Road.  Easy directions:  turn onto Kettering Drive beside Outback Steakhouse, and 

take the 1st left into Nakato’s parking lot.  One side of Nakato faces NC-51; its back is toward Kettering, and 

its front door and large sign faces the parking lot.  If you wander up and down NC-51 looking for “Japanese 

signage”, you may go to the wrong restaurant. 

 

All are welcome!  Please RSVP to tomtolbert@comporium.net by midnight on Monday, March 18th.  Invite 

some friends to attend with you – “more is always merrier”.  If you do get caught in traffic, please call Tom at 

803-230-7073 with your ETA. Nakato will hold our reservation for 15 minutes, so please be on time. 

 

We look forward to greeting you at Nakato. 

 

St. Mark's Seniors
Christine Kuznia, violinist, will perform 

selections by Johann Sebastian Bach, 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Jules 

Massenet.  Her violin is English in origin. 

 It was first played by her grandfather. 

 

Lunch will be in the Fellowship Hall at 

11:30 AM.  For lunch reservation, call 

Judy Tolbert (803-548-5605). 

 

Persons who plan to attend the Ash 

Wednesday Service at 12:15 PM may 

make reservations for lunch with the 

Seniors Ministry Group (donation of $8 

suggested for lunch). 

Congregational Life 
Kay Sehorn  tsehorn@carolina.rr.com 



Congregational Life 
Con't

St. Mark’s pictorial directory is online and ready to use! 

 

Mindy Curley serves as webmaster and computer-guru.  Tom Tolbert takes pictures, passes them

through photo-editing, and receives questions, complaints, suggestions, etc.  Tom will assist users

with sign-up after both services on March 3rd and March 10th in the office next to the staff

workroom.  Other times can be arranged if needed. 

 

We encourage people who have not yet had their photos taken to participate.  We encourage

friends of St. Mark’s who attend regularly to participate, so that we all may be able to greet them

by name. 

 

Smartphones and PCs can access the directory via free apps.  Hard-copies are available for people

who lack internet-access, have vision and mechanical issues, and other reasons.  A written request

for hard-copies can be made via request-card (Reception Desk/Gathering Space), handwritten

note, or email to tomtolbert@comporium.net . 

 

We can update this directory when new members join our congregation.  We can edit, correct, or

customize each person’s entry.  We can replace an unsatisfactory photograph, including photo-

editing “extreme virtual facials”.  However, we cannot read minds; we need dialog.  The online

version automatically updates when new entries are made.  Hard-copies will require supplement-

pages.  We will plan the frequency for issuing supplement-pages as we gain experience. 

 

Users linked an email address and personal information to each photograph.  That email-address

serves as the individual’s username.  Users must define their own password (8-character

minimum, mixed alpha-numeric and symbols).  The online database can restore/change

passwords.  Our webmaster can change usernames and provide forgotten usernames. 

 

Each online user must download a free app from Instant Church Directory at the smartphone

AppStore or at https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/ .  The app guides the user through the

sign-up process.  After loading the app and providing username and password, Instant Church

Directory will send an email with a validation-link.  After confirming the validation-link, you can

use the online version 24/7. 

Online Pictorial Directory
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Worship & Music
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Altar Flowers

Dates are still available for 2019

Altar Flowers.  See the sign up

poster in the administrative

hallway.  You may also  contact

Evelyn Gerdes at  evgerdes@

gmail.com.  The cost is $60. 

 

Easter Lillies

Easter Lillies can be ordered

through March 24th. The cost is

$12.  Look for a form in the

Sunday bulletin. 

 

You can also choose to donate

to the Cross Sonburst or this

year's gift designee, the Soup

Kitchen, so they can purchase

meat.

Communion Bread 
Recipe

Served at the 8:30 am Worship Service 

(Vegan/GF/Nut Free/Soy Free) 

 

1 T active dry yeast 

1 c warm water 

⅓ c agave nectar 

¾ c rice milk 

2¼ t Ener-G Egg Replacer with 

     1 T water 

½ t rice vinegar 

1½  t sea salt 

4 cups Gluten Free (GF) 1 to 1 baking flour 

 

Dissolve yeast and agave in warm water and let it proof 

(get frothy), combine flour and salt, add wet 

ingredients to flour and salt and combine. 

 

Turn out onto a lightly floured surface and knead for 6- 

8 minutes.  Place dough in a bowl and cover with a 

damp cloth.  Set aside in a warm place and rise for 1-2 

hours. 

 

Punch down dough (it won’t be as big as non-GF flour!), 

form into baseball-size balls.  Heat griddle or non-stick 

fry pan on medium-high heat, roll out dough ball to ¼ 

inch or so and place on hot surface.  Cook 2-3 minutes 

until puffy and lighty golden.  Do not over cook (duh), 

turn over and cook the other side. 

 

This bread freezes well! 

Lenten Worship 
Services

Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on March 6 this 

year!  Lenten worship services will be held each 

Wednesday at 12:15 pm and 7:00 pm.  Prior to the 

7:00 pm service, congregational committees will 

provide a light dinner in the Fellowship Hall from 

6:00 - 6:50 pm.  All are welcome!   There is no 

charge for dinner, though a love offering will be 

taken.  A signup sheet for each week's supper will 

be available in the Gathering Space to help 

committees know how much food to prepare each 

week. 

 

Supper dates and the responsible church 

committee for each week are: 

 

Weds., 3/6   (Ash Weds.) Congregational Life 

Weds., 3/13  Worship and Music & Gifts & Memorials 

Weds., 3/20 Youth and Christian Education 

Weds., 3/27  Property 

Weds., 4/3    Evangelism and Social Ministry 

Weds., 4/10  Finance, Stewardship, and Personnel 

 

Lent is such an important time in the church.  Make 

the most of your Lenten discipline by joining our 

church family for a meal and fellowship each week 

during Lent. 

Kevin Feezer  kefeezor1759@carolina.rr.com 



TV Monitors:   

 

By now, if you have been to St. Mark's lately, you have seen the TV monitors mounted in the gathering 

space, the administration hallway, and the chapel hallway.  On these TVs are graphic information 

slides of current ministries, upcoming events, and announcements.  For the first time at St. Mark's 

visitors are able to see what St. Mark's is all about and all of the exciting ministries and opportunities 

that are available for them to participate in.  There are also new TV monitors mounted in both the 

large and small conference rooms for use during meetings and Sunday School sessions.  It is worth 

noting that the cost for the purchase (2 of them were donated) and installation these TV monitors was 

approved by the Church Council and paid for out of the Mission Growth Fund.   

 

The evangelism team is focused on how to welcome the millennial generation (20 - 40 years old) and 

their children to St. Mark's.  This generation is used to receiving information on screens and therefore 

these TVs are giving them information in a way that is familiar to them.  Of course these information 

slides are beneficial to St. Mark's members as well.  This is another effective way that we can 

communicate to our congregation.  Perhaps in this way you will be reminded of a ministry or event 

that you would like to be a part of.  If you have an event or announcement that you would like to have 

on these TVs please send the information to Reneau or Laura Van Landingham in an email to 

 smlc1001communications@gmail.com or just give us the information at church. 

 

Please leave these TVs on all week long.  They need to be on so that those who visit St. Mark's for 

various events during the week are able to see the information on them.  They are energy efficient and 

the minimal cost of leaving them on is well worth the benefits that they offer to visitors and members 

alike during the week. 

 

Evangelism Team Volunteers: 

 

This is a critical moment in time at St. Mark's.  Pastor Tim is just beginning his ministry with us and we 

all, collectively, have the responsibility to reach out to the Charlotte community in an effort to help 

others to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  The evangelism team has a big agenda for 2019 

and we are in need of more volunteers to help implement the action items that we have before us.  If 

you are interested in reaching out to the community about St. Mark's, excited about welcoming visitors 

to St. Mark's, or interested in implementing a strategy to grow the membership at St. Mark's please let 

Reneau Van Landingham know.  We have meetings every month and would welcome your 

participation! 
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Evangelism 
Reneau Van Landingham 

reneau.vanlandingham@yahoo.com 



Youth & Children 
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Sunday, March 10th 

Youth Lunch

12:30-3pm The Schwartz Home 

 

The Schwartz family has graciously agreed 

to open up their home to the youth for 

lunch, a faith activity, and fellowship. 

Following the 10:30 service, we will carpool 

to their house (address is listed in the 

weekly Youth and Children E-Newsletter 

that Alex sends).  Pick up from the 

Schwartz’ will be at 3:00 pm.  Alex can 

drive a handful of youth back to St. Mark’s 

(ETA 3:30 pm), so please let him know if 

that would be helpful for your family. 

Children's Family Get- 

Together TBD

Sunday School 

9:30-10:15 am 

High School Sunday School in the 

Youth Room 

 

Confirmation Class in the 

Confirmation Room 

 

Godly Play (ages 4-10) in Room 216 

April At-A-Glance 

Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com 

Sunday, March 31st 

Confirmation Mentor Lunch

12-1 pm Large Conference Room 

 

Youth will meet with their mentors for 

lunch, fellowship, and a faith 

activity/discussion. 

April 5: Youth Lock-in 

April 14: Children’s Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School 

(Youth will hide eggs) 

April 18: Youth assist with 7 pm Maundy Thursday service 

April 20: Youth rehearsal for Dressing of the Altar 

April 21: Easter Breakfast and Dressing of the Altar 

Thanks to everyone who donated food items 

and cash to Loaves & Fishes as part of the 

youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive!  The 

donated food items went to Loaves & Fishes as 

part of a 279 pound donation, and we raised 

$114 for this important ministry. 

 

LYO 2019



Love Circle 
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Christian Education 

WEDNESDAY, MAR 13, 2019, 10:00 am. 

Large Conference Room. 

 

Enjoy an inspirational program by Meg 

Fielding.  All are welcome to attend! 

 

July 13, 9am-2pm - Children's VBS  "Christmas in July" 

 

Aug. 4 (12:00-2:00 pm) & Aug. 5 (6:30 pm-8:00 pm) 

Adult VBS: "We Are All Missionaries: We Can Make a 

World of Difference" 

What an incredible blessing and the best gift that you 

could possibly give to yourself is to attend a Via de Cristo 

retreat this spring!!! This unbelievable experience is for 

anyone wanting to have a closer relationship with our 

Lord and Savoir Jesus Christ. The Via de Cristo 

community at St. Mark's wants you to feel God's love in a 

new way and would like to encourage you to attend this 

memorable weekend, like no other weekend. If you 

could wrap a present to give to yourself, this would be it!! 

 

A Men's weekend will be held April 19-22 at Valley Haven 

and a Mixed weekend April 26-29 at Bethelwoods (not a 

couple's weekend, but both men and women attending). 

 

The cost is only $90 at Bethelwoods and $55 at Valley 

Haven for great lodging, lots of singing and fun, and 

meals cooked for you. Now is the time to get in your 

reservation.  You will need a sponsor and we can help 

you connect with someone if you don't know who you 

want as a sponsor. Email John Simon at jsimon@att.net 

for applications or more information. 

Via De Cristo 

Emily Foley  emilykendigfoley@gmail.com 

Mark your calendar

St. Mark's Library

The St. Mark’s Library is always open.  Come browse the shelves for books of devotions, biography, or fiction. 

 There are also reference books on Bible study and theology.   

 

Several books were received recently as gifts from faithful donors.  Thank you for your generosity.  There is one 

we would like to mention, Brand Luther by Andrew Pettegree.  It has this enticing subtitle on the cover, “How an 

unheralded monk turned his small town into a center of publishing, made himself the most famous man in 

Europe – and started the Protestant Reformation.”  More than a biography, it’s a study of Luther and his times to 

be enjoyed by both history buffs and Lutherans. 

 

To check out this, and other books, simply sign the book card found in the back pocket and leave it on the 

counter.  The Library is located near the Chapel.  Go up the steps and look for the sign at the third door on the 

right.  For assistance or information about the collection contact Gretchen Dodge gretchen@carolina.rr.com. 
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Stephen Ministry 
Bonnie Eckerd  bonnie.i.eckerd@gmail.com 

Property
Genna Hurley   genna@rpsigns.net

New Key Cards

If you have a key card to access the 

church, please be sure to use it.  We have 

had a few instances where the key card 

was not working.   If it stops working, 

please place the card in my box in an 

envelope with your name on it.  We can 

issue another key card to you.

Parking

Many of you know there is additional parking for St. 

Mark's across the street on Queens Road.  While we have 

3 designated handicap parking spaces, we have several 

members who would benefit from being able to park in 

the lot closest to the entrance.  If you are able to park 

and walk from the lot across the street, we ask that you 

choose this lot so that those members and guests who 

need to can park closer to the church.

Think about it. The question is: do I want a Stephen Minister? Often the question is: do I need a Stephen Minister? 

Want vs. need. It is easy to identify a friend or a neighbor who I think has a need. And I can make a long list of 

needs that might be addressed by pastoral care. But it is often the needs of someone else, not of myself. Look at 

the question one more time. Do I want a Stephen Minister? It just might be that it takes real courage to say, “I want 

a Stephen Minister.” 

 

Following are some of the reasons that might give us the courage to want someone who can … 

 

Listen. Truthfully, how often do I meet someone who will truly listen to me? Someone who considers it of highest 

importance to listen to me as I talk about my hurts, my embarrassments, my regrets, my dreams, - my feelings? 

And someone who listens without being critical? 

Empathize. How nice it is and how good it feels to talk with someone who tries their very best to understand me. 

Someone who validates me. How nice to talk with someone who doesn’t try to argue with me, but rather seeks to 

walk in my “shoes” in an effort to know what my life is like. 

Test ideas and theories. It is a helpful exercise when someone can explore ideas with me through discussion. 

Many of us have ideas about many things. It is often helpful to discuss these and explore options with someone in 

whom I trust and have confidence. 

Be a Christian helper. Sharing stories of faith and talking about God with someone who understands is satisfying 

to me. Studying scripture or sharing favorite passages from the Bible strengthens me in my faith. There is comfort 

in knowing someone with whom I can examine my ideas about God, about Jesus and about the Holy Spirit and 

how my life has been shaped by my relationship with God. 

Pray. Praying alone is important. But it’s truly special when two people pray together and have a conversation 

with God. There is a sense of the community of the faithful that takes away the feeling of isolation. As we share 

time in prayer, we are drawn close to the loving God, and I am reminded of my 

place in the family as a child of God. 

 

If you are brave enough to say "Yes, I want a Stephen Minister", please contact Pastor Timothy (704) 375-9185 or 

Bonnie Eckerd, Stephen Leader (859)-536-5077 to make arrangements. 



Social Ministry 
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Great news! The St. Mark's Soup Kitchen is 

participating in a unique matching-grant 

opportunity. If we raise $500 in donations to ELCA 

World Hunger by March 18, we will unlock a 

matching grant of an additional $500! Donations 

are being accepted online now at our ELCA World 

Hunger Daily Bread Matching Grant fundraising 

page at 

www.support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General? 

px=1035015&amp;pg=personal&amp;fr_id=1311.   

 All funds raised will be used to provide protein for 

the over 100 neighbors the Soup Kitchen feeds 

each week. We will keep you updated on our 

progress until we reach our goal. 

 

AS OF FEBRUARY 22ND, THE GOAL WAS MET!!!  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!!! 

 

Questions? Contact Karen Feezor at 

(kbfeezor3@carolina.rr.com) or Laura Foust 

(laurafoust@gmail.com).  The Soup Kitchen is 

blessed by your support! 

Susan Ginns  mginns@carolina.rr..com 

Soup Kitchen

Lenten Discipline: Support for Rise Against 

Hunger Meal-packing Event 

 

St. Mark’s Seniors Ministry Group invites you to 

consider an alternative Lenten discipline: 

 send food-kits across the world to people 

suffering due to famine, flood, disease, war, or 

poverty.  We can do this by funding our 4th 

annual intergenerational Rise Against Hunger 

meal-packing Event.  Our cost covers food 

that we pack, packaging, freight, and 

professionals who deliver this food to hungry 

recipients worldwide. 

 

We can cover this cost if each person who 

attends St. Mark’s on Sundays shares: 

$0.60 per day, or The cost of one (1) Big Mac 

Combo meal every other week, or Two (2) 

online donations between $5 and $20 (you 

pick the amount). 

 

You can donate any amount via currency or 

checks (mark envelopes “Rise Against 

Hunger”) to St. Mark’s or credit cards at 

http://events.stophungernow.org/StMarks2019 

. 

Thank you for your help so that together we 

may help others who are in acute need! 
The Congregation can help in one of three ways 

with the upcoming Kairos weekend (May 2 – 5): 

 

1.        Pray for the weekend 

 

2.       Make a tax deductible donation to “Kairos  

          of North Carolina”. 

  

3.       Join our team.  Please call Jay Jacob at          

          704-301-6915 or email me at                              

          wkendleader@kairosfoothills.org 

 

                          www.MyKairos.org

http://support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General?px=1035015&amp;pg=personal&amp;fr_id=1311
http://support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General?px=1035015&amp;pg=personal&amp;fr_id=1311


Social Ministry 
Con't

Adult Mission Trip
SMLC Fourth Annual

April 25 - 28, 2019 
Guyan Valley, WV

Contact Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com  or Neil Dixon at ndixon@fmkarchitects.com  for more information

Lent is an important and reflective period in our church calendar and is our faith journey.  We focus on Jesus' path to the cross 

and his ultimate sacrifice on our behalf.  Our small sacrifice during this period I our donations into a small Lenten box.  We 

receive this box the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, March 3rd, accompanied by a letter explaining the recipient of our Lenten 

offerings.  This year's recipient is “Running Works”. 

 

Running Works is a non-profit organization started in Charlotte 6 years ago that reaches out to the homeless community and 

encourages them to rediscover the value of hard work, determination and self-respect. The program began as a weekly running 

program and now provides career development services, mental health counseling, group therapy and housing initiatives. 

 Services include: programs valuable for the homeless to regain their self-respect, providing bus passes for participants to 

transport to and from work, school, health    appointments, job interviews and other tasks for daily living., help accessing 

benefits, navigating community resources and programs, and health care, deal with difficult family relationships, *developing 

important and valuable life skills, support with landlords, neighbors, employers, criminal justice and school systems, weekly 

opportunities for physical activity and educational workshops. 

 

The program uses running to empower individuals and families to break cycles of abuse, neglect, poverty and homelessness – 

one stride at a time. 

 

Please obtain your Lenten box either on Sunday March 3rd,  or find them on the table in the narthex outside the sanctuary and 

begin filling it with coins to help Running Works with their passionate assistance to our area's homeless men, women and 

children. 

Lenten Boxes
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On February 15, 2019, St. Mark’s hosted a reception and dialog by Germany’s Ambassador to the 

Vatican for four (4) years, Annette Schavan.  Ambassador Schavan observed the inner workings of 

Pope Francis and the political environment of the Vatican City.  As a devout Roman Catholic, Ms. 

Schavan sounded invigorated and hopeful for progress on many issues.  She gave Pope Francis 

high marks as he guides the Roman Catholic Church in the spirit of Vatican-II (1962-1965) to serve 

needy and broken people of the world.  She stated this as the defining characteristic of what it 

means to be “Christian”. 

 

The generosity of Charlotte chapters of American Council on Germany, Zeitgeist, and Wunderbar 

enabled this gathering reception and this program.  About 50 people attended this ecumenical 

event. 

 

Ms. Schavan presented Pope Francis’ guiding principles and added comments about current 

events.  Christians must build bridges, not walls.  The Church must think and act globally, not 

tribally.  People must find ways to live out their Christian principles within their own cultures. 

The Church must identify with people where they live and how they cope with their individual 

lives.  The Church must defend people, not politics.  Catholics must renew and pursue the 

promises of Vatican-II.  Change must occur for the Church to remain viable.  Innovation and 

change will emerge from the peripheries of Christendom, not from the entrenched, traditional 

cultures of Europe and the United States.  Clericalism within the Church must be replaced by 

openness to new ideas and change.  The Church must discern where Christian practice, policy, 

and dogma are being revealed in the 21st century and eliminate rather than defend past practices 

that are and have been hurtful to people. 

 

Ms. Schavan answered aired questions about how change might impact current Roman Catholic 

practices and revelations.  Some questions reflected negative headlines.  In cases where German 

and US administrations disagree, Ms. Schavan consistently related her answers to her 

presentation. 

 

Ambassador Annette Schavan at St. Mark’s
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Birthdays

Lectors 

3/3    Ingrid Keiris 

3/10  LIsa Barnette 

3/17   Lauren Dunlap 

3/24  Steve Rach 

3/31   Jonathan Lakeman

March Serving Schedule 

Tabulators 

3/3 & 3/10   

3/17, 3/24 &  

Greeters 

3/3   Susan League, Sam & Chris

Parrish 

3/10  Lay Sehorn, Dave & Janice

Simpson 

3/17  Ted Semen, David

Thompson 

3/24  Bill & Jane Thompson,

Mark Thornton 

3/31  Robert & Kim Adden,

Michael & Tara Thompson
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Ushers 

Doug Milheim,  Marc Ginns, 

Virginia Ginns, Mike Mobley, 

Rochelle Dagenhart

Sound System 

3/3 Tom Sehorn 

Weds., 3/6 - 7:00 pm - Ash

Weds. service - Roger Kuznia 

 

3/10 Lauren Dunlap 

Weds., 3/13 - 7:00 pm - Lenten

service - Kevin Feezor 

 

3/17 Jonathan Lakeman 

Weds., 3/20 - 7:00 pm - Lenten

service - Jonathan Lakeman 

 

3/24 Roger Kuznia 

Weds., 3/27 - 7:00 pm - Lenten

service - Lauren Dunlap 

 

3/31 Kevin Feezor 

Weds., 4/3 - 7:00 pm - Lenten

service - Neil Dixon 

3/1  Elaine Hazen 

3/2  Alta Eger 

3/4  Virginia Edahl 

3/5  Cliff Edahl 

3/7  Clint Bollinger 

3/11 Donald Toney 

3/12 Lee George 

3/13 Katelyn Chapman 

3*16 Matthew McCall 

3/18 Neil Dixon 

3/20 Shelley Sehorn 

3/22 Mindy Curley 

3/22 Carla Haley 

3/23 Deanna Weckerle

3/24 Taylor Abbasi 

3/24 James Conner 

3/25 Gail Chapman 

3/25 Keith Lindberg 

3/25 Madden Weckerle 

3/26 Robert Johnson 

3/28 Jackie Harms 

3/28 Laura Van Landingham 

3/30 Paula Connolly 

3/30 Olivia Grant 

3/30 Evan Wenzel 

3/31  James Basinger Jr.

Gifts & Memorials
In Memory of Barbara McLendon 

 

Sarah Ingle 

Doug & Carol Milheim 

Renewable Energy 

Gene & Jackie Ellington 

Joanne Marz 

Doug & Stephanie Burns 

Richard & Darlene Quinn 

James & Paula Connolly

In Memory of Ben Carson 

 

Agape Sunday School 

In Memory of Bill Lockrow 

 

Linda Deese


