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The Pastor's Pen 
“And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.’” Luke 23 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'…And after this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’” John 21 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

  As we journey toward the cross and resurrection of Christ Jesus during Lent, we are especially mindful of 

forgiveness and reconciliation as daily Christian practices. Daily, we attempt to embody the love of Jesus. 

However, this is not always easy. There are times in our lives when we may find it very difficult to forgive, and 

even harder to offer reconciliation to someone. We might say the words, “I forgive you,” but then spend a lot of 

time remembering the hurt. We may never quite bring ourselves to living into words of forgiveness through 

continuing the relationship in a new way. 

   In English, “reconciliation” literally means “to return to being together.” Reconciliation is what follows from 

forgiveness, yet it is not merely resuming a relationship as it was in the past. It is being together in a new way. 

The relationship has been marked by conflict, but now also by forgiveness and a new beginning. A reconciled 

relationship is stronger and perhaps a bit more intentional. The relationship has, in a sense, been given a new 

identity. 

   During Lent we are walking the way of the cross with Jesus. We are anticipating his suffering as well as those 

moments in our lives when we suffer with others. During Lent, we remember the words of Jesus from the cross, 

“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Jesus forgave those who crucified him and all those who 

were complicit in it - the Roman soldiers who stripped and beat him, the crowd that taunted him, the soldiers 

that nailed him to the cross, Pilate and the political, religious and judicial system that both cooperated in and 

failed to bring about justice, and his disciples who abandoned him. Facing all of this, Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them; for they know not what they do.” 

   At the end of the Gospel of John, Jesus appears to his disciples by the Sea of Tiberias. After they had finished 

breakfast, Jesus singled out Peter for a conversation. Imagine how Peter must have felt. He had denied knowing 

Jesus three times and abandoned him. After asking Peter three times, “Do you love me?” Jesus also offered Peter 

a new identity by saying, “Feed my sheep.” Jesus was both forgiving Peter and offering reconciliation that would 

help them return to their relationship in a new way. Peter was no longer to be a fisherman; he was now to be a 

shepherd who cared for people. Peter was freed to become someone new in Christ. 

   As we anticipate moving from Lent into Easter, we remember the grace of God that renews our lives and allows 

us to live into beginnings with one another. We are freed by the forgiveness and reconciliation of the cross and 

resurrection. Like Peter, we are freed to become someone new in Christ. This marvelous grace is always there for 

us each and every day. 

 

In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC | 704.375.9185 | www.saintmarkscharlotte.org 

May 2019 Remarks Deadline is 4/24 
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A Look Back at March 

Dr. McKenzie's 

Installation

On March 24th, Pastor Tim was

joined by Bishop Smith, Pastor

Michael and other local pastors

to celebrate his installation as

Senior Pastor at St. Mark's.  We

were blessed by Bishop Smith's

powerful message, Les and the

choir's musical offering and a

joy-filled reception in the

fellowship hall.

Book Club Outing

On March 21, 2019, St. Mark’s Book

Club traveled to the Gaston

County Museum for an

informative and enthusiastic

lecture about the Loray Mill labor-

strike of 1929, its repercussions, its

consequences, and its workers’

heroine, Ella May Wiggins. 

Children's Family 
Brunch

Children and their Families 

gathered for a Brunch on Mar 16
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Council Highlights 

The Congregation Council met on Monday, March 11.  Highlights of the meeting included: 

 

Council encourages everyone to join us for the final Lenten Worship services at 12:15pm and 7:00 pm on 

April 3 and 10, as well as the Lenten dinners at 6:00 pm on those evenings.  In addition, the Maundy 

Thursday service will be held at 7:00 pm on Thursday, April 18, with the Good Friday service following on 

Friday, April 19 at 7:00 pm. 

 

This year's North Carolina Synod Assembly will be held May 31- June 1 in Greensboro.  If you are 

interested in attending, please see Pastor McKenzie or any Council member. 

 

Based on recommendations from the Youth Committee, updates to the Child and Youth Protection 

Policy were approved.  The updates include information on bullying and digital communication 

guidelines. 

 

The Property Committee reported that the floor in the Fellowship Hall was professionally stripped and 

waxed before Pastor McKenzie's installation. 

 

Please feel free to contact any Council member should you have questions or need further information 

on any of these items. 
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Ethnic Restaurant Group 

St. Mark's 

Book Study Group 

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on 

Thursday, April 25, at 10 am in the small 

conference room.  Our study will be Where the 

Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.  All are 

welcome to attend.  Please contact Judy 

Tolbert (judytolbert@comporium.net for more 

information. 

Ethnic Restaurant Group will celebrate 

finishing annual tax returns by dining at The 

Mad Greek Cafe on April 16th at 7:00 PM. 

 

Gyro, pita, moussaka, pastichio, 

galaktoboureko, baklava.  All can be found on 

South Blvd between Senaca and Woodlawn!   

You do not have to pronounce the names of 

the dishes to enjoy really rewarding flavors. 

 

The Mad Greek is a cozy place with an 

extensive menu featuring Greek cuisine (and 

“breakfast all day”). 

 

The gyro is renowned as “best in Charlotte”. 

The salads are fresh and varied.  The 

moussaka, pastichio, baklava, and pecan pie 

are excellent. 

 

There are lots of other options as well.   

Encourage your friends to join this party for a 

happy and healthy Mediterranean feast. 

 

Bring friends; All are welcome! 

 

Please RSVP to Tom Tolbert at 

tomtolbert@comporium.net by noon on 

Monday (Tax Day, April 15th).  

St. Mark's Seniors 

Congregational Life 
Kay Sehorn  Committee Chairperson 

Seniors Ministry Group will meet at 10:15 AM on April 3rd 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Bryan Boyett will present our 

program.  Bryan is a local author with interest in the 

people who fought in WW-2 -- “Warriors and Warbirds”. 

 He finds and interviews people who lived through 

events, and he captures their individual stories and 

perspectives.  Thus, he documents personal historical 

details and honors the people involved. 

 

Come and witness Bryan’s enthusiasm about 

experiences that some of our own members shared. 

 There will be time for questions and comments.  If you 

have a souvenir from the early 1940s, you are welcome 

to bring it for others to see.  Bryan may bring some 

mementoes from that era, and he may find someone 

among our group to interview for his next book. 

 

If you would like to read some of Bryan’s work, consider 

“A Yeoman's Tale:  Bill Norberg and the USS Enterprise 

CV-6” or “Warriors and Warbirds:  Dreams of Flight” or 

“Unsung Heroes II: Voices of World War Two” or “Unsung 

Heroes: Voices of World War Two” or “A New Beginning: 

 A Journey of Faith Through USMC Boot Camp” or 

“Lieutenant Vincent 'Vinny' Malone:  The Man, the 

Machines, and the Missions”.  All of these books are 

available through Amazon; some may be in your closest 

branch library. 

 

We are fortunate to have such a published author share 

time with us.  Encourage your friends to attend and hear 

what Bryan has to say.  Bryan’s wife also is an author 

with similar interests.  She plans to accompany Bryan to 

St. Mark’s for this program.  They live in Matthews. 

 

If you plan to stay for lunch, please RSVP to Judy Tolbert 

(judytolbert@comporium.net) by noon on Tuesday April 

2nd. 

 

Lunch will be served at 11:15 AM to allow people to 

attend the Lenten service in the sanctuary at 12:15 PM. 
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Evangelism 
Reneau Van Landingham 

Committee Chairperson

Website

Our "front door" is actually our website 

http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/.  When seekers are 

looking for a church to attend this website is 

where they get their first impression of St. Mark's.  

Since 89% of people visiting the website are new 

to it, it is important that we cater it towards those 

who are new to St. Mark's.  We are continually 

working to improve the graphic layout, content, 

and ease of use of this website. 

Guest Coordinator

www.saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

The evangelism team is introducing a new role 

called, "Guest Coordinator".  The guest 

coordinator will be present in the gathering 

space prior to the 8:30 and 10:30 services to 

specifically look for and welcome visitors. Once 

the visitors are introduced, the guest 

coordinator will learn more about them, share 

what St. Mark's is about including the 

ministries we offer, answer any questions they 

have, give them a tour of our facility, 

encourage them to fill out their contact 

information on the green, "Welcome Home" 

card, and escort them to worship.  The guest 

coordinator will then make sure that Pastor 

Tim has their contact info and he or she will 

make contact with them on Monday to thank 

them for visiting and encourage them to 

return.  If you would like to be a guest 

coordinator please contact Reneau Van 

Landingham.

Holy week is approaching quickly and there is no better time to exercise our evangelism skills! Historically 

we know that the Easter Sunday services at St. Mark's are the second most attended services of the year. 

 Holy week offers a sequence of worship services for all to experience.  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 

and Easter Sunday services are a fantastic way to share the good news of Jesus Christ with a friend or 

family member who does not have a church home.  We also know that by far the most effective way for 

visitors to come to a church is for the church's members to invite them.  So I'd like to encourage each of 

you to consider who you could invite to our Holy week services.  Is it a friend you work with or one that 

you go to school with?  Maybe a family member who has not been to church in a while.  Whoever it may 

be, extending to them an invitation for them to join you at St. Mark's will likely result in them agreeing to 

do so.  In one study, 63% of Americans say a personal invitation from a friend or neighbor would be very 

or somewhat effective in getting them to visit a church.  So please prayerfully consider who to invite to 

our Holy week services, extend to them the invitation, and together let's fill the pews in our chapel and 

sanctuary! 

Visitor Parking

After visiting our website, hopefully they choose to 

visit St. Mark's in person on a Sunday.  Their first 

experience on our campus is parking.  This month 

3 visitor parking signs will be installed so that 

visitors have a place to park that is convenient and 

welcoming.  When you see someone park in these 

spots please be sure to welcome them!

Currently the evangelism team is focused on ways in which we can improve the guest experience at St. 

Mark's. First impressions are important to visitors and we need to be sure that their first experiences at St. 

Mark's are authentic and positive.  Here are three ways in which we are improving the guest experience at 

St. Mark's.

Personal Invitations
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Property 
Genna Hurley   Committee Chairperson 

Come out on Saturday morning and join in a 

push to spruce up prior to Easter Sunday.  Rain 

or shine we have plenty of things to do.  No 

particular skills required other than an 

eagerness to help.  Here are some of things we 

will tend to:  Dust the organ, trim some bushes, 

mop the floors, vacuum air conditioning 

registers, clean wine spots off the carpet in the 

sanctuary, and other areas that may need some 

tender loving care. 

 

Refreshments provided at 8:30 am!!!

New handicapped and visitor signs will be 

installed in our parking lot this month.  Please 

adhere to this signage.  We have visitors 

coming to St. Mark's for services and activities 

and we would like for them to have a place to 

park.  Members to include choir members are 

asked not to park in these spaces.  There is 

ample parking across Queens Road!! 

 

We have members and perhaps visitors 

who may need to lawfully park in handicapped 

parking spaces.  Users must display their 

registered handicapped placards from their 

review mirrors.  NC law has a fine and fee 

of  $278 for violating this law. 



Youth & Children 
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Friday, April 5th 

Youth Lock-In 

6:30 pm-9:30 am 

Youth are welcome to invite a friend.  We 

will play games, have a time of worship, 

play Secret Service, and watch a movie! 

 What to bring: bedding and pillow, PJs, 

toiletries, a movie to choose from, a snack 

or drink to share. 

 

Sunday School 
9:30-10:15 am 

 

High School Sunday School in the 

Youth Room 

 

Confirmation Class in the 

Confirmation Room 

 

Godly Play (ages 4-10) in Room 216 

 

No Sunday School on April 21st.

Thursday, April 16th 

Maundy Thursday Service

Alex English  dymalexenglish@gmail.com 

Sunday, April 14th 

Children's Easter Egg Hunt

9:30-10:15 am 

Children will start in the Godly Play 

room to hear the Easter story while 

the youth hide eggs on the front lawn. 

In case of inclement weather, we will 

hold the Easter Egg Hunt indoors. 

7:00 pm 

Youth are invited to assist with the stripping 

of the altar during this service. 

Saturday, April 20th 

Rehearsal for Dressing of 

the Altar

11:00 am-12:15 pm 

Youth participants will rehearse for the 

Dressing of the Altar before setting up for 

Easter breakfast. 

Sunday, April 21st 

Easter Breakfast & 

Dressing of the Altar

9:00-10:00 am 

Youth will sponsor the Easter Breakfast, open 

to all! If any in the congregation would like to 

share a breakfast dish, please contact Alex 

English.  Dressing of the Altar participants 

should be in their robes and in the Parlor by 

10:15 am. 



Love Circle 
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Christian Education 

Are you looking for a women's group to join for Bible 

study? Come to the Large Conference Room at 10:00 

am on April 10, where the LOVE CIRCLE will 

welcome you with open arms. 

July 13, 9am-2pm - Children's VBS  "Christmas in July" 

 

Aug. 4 (12:00-2:00 pm) & Aug. 5 (6:30 pm-8:00 pm) 

Adult VBS: "We Are All Missionaries: We Can Make a 

World of Difference" 

Emily Foley  Committee Chairperson 

Mark your calendar 

Worship & Music 
Kevin Feezer  Committee Chairperson 

Altar Flowers 

Dates are still available for 2019

Altar Flowers.  See the sign up

poster in the administrative

hallway.  You may also  contact

Evelyn Gerdes at  evgerdes@

gmail.com.  The cost is $60. 

 

Lenten Worship 

Services 

Supper dates in April and the responsible church 

committee for each week are: 

 

Weds., 4/3    Evangelism and Social Ministry 

Weds., 4/10  Finance, Stewardship, and Personnel 

 

Lent is such an important time in the church.  Make 

the most of your Lenten discipline by joining our 

church family for a meal and fellowship each week 

during Lent. 



Social Ministry 
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson 

ROOM IN THE INN has successfully ended for 

another year.  “Volunteers don't get paid, not 

because they are worthless, but because they 

are priceless”.  All of our volunteers that helped 

in any way this season were just that – priceless! 

 

As of this writing there is 1 week to go in this 

ministry but the deadline for this writing is 

today!  So not counting the last week we are 

able to report how many homeless we served. 

 Without your part in the Room in the Inn 

program 82 women, 68 men and 5 children 

would have spent a cold night on the streets, in 

their cars or in an over crowded noisy shelter if 

there was room.  Instead they were warm, well 

fed, able to take a shower, do their laundry, 

watch a movie, have breakfast in the morning 

and given a sack lunch as they left.  They also 

received friendly conversation, respect and 

caring from the St. Mark's volunteers they 

encountered. 

 

We apologize for not mentioning everyone who 

served in some capacity but there were several 

who went beyond our expectations.  We want 

to recognize those who helped multiple times: 

van pick up and/or return – Richard Cansler, 

Sean Fielding, Lowell Engelhardt;   setting up 

the sleep area – Clayton Payne;   pick up of 

neighbors uptown and their return in the 

morning – almost exclusively done by Jim 

Metze and Rob Johnson pictured here:   And 

our heroes who were night sitters more than 

once, several 3 times – Dave Dunlap, Gretchen 

and Clayton Payne, Diane Thornton, Susan 

League, Jane Thompson, Mike Doyne, Derek 

Dittner, Shelley Mobley, Susan and Marc Ginns. 

 

All of you who also served as a night sitter, 

provided dinner, breakfast, lunches, toiletries, 

bedtime snacks, magazines, socks, hand knit 

scarves, bathrobes and prayers – we thank you. 

 We couldn't have done it without you!  We 

hope your experience was a positive one and 

we can count on you again next year. 

http://support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General?px=1035015&amp;pg=personal&amp;fr_id=1311


Social Ministry 
Con't 

Adult Mission Trip 
SMLC Fourth Annual 

April 25 - 28, 2019 
Guyan Valley, WV 

Contact Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com  or Neil Dixon at ndixon@fmkarchitects.com  for more information 

Lent is an important and reflective period in 

our church calendar and is our faith journey. 

 We focus on Jesus' path to the cross and his 

ultimate sacrifice on our behalf.  Our small 

sacrifice during this period I our donations 

into a small Lenten box.  We receive this box 

the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, March 

3rd, accompanied by a letter explaining the 

recipient of our Lenten offerings.  This year's 

recipient is “Running Works”. 

 

Please obtain your Lenten box on the table 

in the narthex outside the sanctuary and 

begin filling it with coins to help Running 

Works with their passionate assistance to 

our area's homeless men, women and 

children. 

Lenten Boxes 
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The Congregation can help in one of three ways 

with the upcoming Kairos weekend (May 2 – 5): 

 

1.        Pray for the weekend 

 

2.       Make a tax deductible donation to “Kairos  

          of North Carolina”. 

  

3.       Join our team.  Please email Jay Jacob at      

          wkendleader@kairosfoothills.org 

 

                          www.MyKairos.org 

http://support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General?px=1035015&amp;pg=personal&amp;fr_id=1311


Dear St. Mark’s family, 

 

I wanted to write to update you on an action from your Council and to make a request. In February, the 

Congregation Council voted to separate the Finance and Stewardship Committee functions into two 

committees (one being the Finance Committee and the other being the Stewardship Committee).  This 

will allow each of these two committees to focus on their core responsibilities: 

 

The Finance Committee will provide financial oversight of the church funds including the operating 

budget, invoices, spending forecasts, line-item accounts and allocation of bequests. It is important to 

be sure we have a good accounting of the monies flowing into and away from the church. The 

committee will also oversee financial reporting to the Congregation Council/Congregation and handle 

internal controls.  While members with a financial background/education would be a welcome 

addition, the requirement to participate on the committee is simply an interest in serving in this area 

and being a member in good standing (having communed, contributed financially and attended 

within the past year).  

 

The Stewardship Committee’s role will be to study and grow in its understanding of biblical 

stewardship. It will help church members see the relationship between whole-life stewardship and the 

life of discipleship: a) to help members understand how the budget is the “mission statement” for the 

church, b) to plan a year-round stewardship program in support of the church mission statement, c) to 

help personalize giving (through newsletters, etc.), d) to analyze present and past trends in giving so it 

can advise the Council and church members on stewardship matters, e) to help people become better 

acquainted with their spiritual gifts and f) to help them invest those gifts in the local church ministry.   

The committee will focus on time, talents and treasure giving of the church.  Talents that would be 

useful include communication, scheduling and event-planning, but the only requirement is a desire to 

participate!   

 

Both of these committees are very important to the life and health of the church, especially in this 

exciting time for St. Mark's.  I ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these groups. Past 

experience is not a requirement, the only thing you need is a desire to help. 

 

Thank you for your serious consideration and contributions, with our diverse set of talents, we can 

accomplish so much for Christ!!  If you are interested or if you have questions, please contact me about 

either committee, or Ron Wenzel (Finance) or Gretchen Dodge (Stewardship). 

 

See you at church!! 

 

Marc Ginns 

Council President
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Stewardship & Finanace



Lectors 

4/7    Larry Lippert 

4/14   Kay Finlon 

4/21   Karen Feezer 

4/28  Lowell Engelhard 

April Serving Schedule 
Greeters 

4/7   Martin Barnes, Richard &

Millie Cansler 

4/14  Benny & Judy Cox, Gene &

Marie Ann Daniels 

4/21  Flint & Emily Foley, Neil

and Charlotte Dixon 

4/28  Eileen Dunlap, James &

Sarah East 
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Ushers 

Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart

Jr., Alan Harms, Dale Hopp,

Vicki Holtz-Longshaw 

Sound System 

Weds., 4/3 - 7:00 pm - Neil

Dixon 

 

4/7  Neil Dixon 

 

Wed., 4/10 - 7:00 pm - John

Brumbaugh 

 

4/14 Roger Bruhwel 

 

4/18 - 7 pm - Maundy Thursday

service - Tom Sehorn 

 

4/19 - 7 pm - Good Friday

service - Kevin Feezer 

 

4/21 John Brumbaugh 

 

4/28 Tom Sehorn 


